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ExiraSi from the laji Will and 7ejiament of 
the late Rev, "John Bamptottt Canon of 
Salijbury, 

** I direct ..and appoint, that the 

*' eight Divinity Lecture Sermons fliall be 

*' preached upon either of the following 

" fubjeiSs — to confirm and eftabliih the 

•* Chriftlan Faith, and to confute all here- 

** tics and fchifniatics — upon the divine 

" authority of the Holy Scriptures, &c.^ 
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SERMON L 

2ECHARIAH Yii. ?. . 

filtOULS YE NOT HEAR THE WORD, WfliCH 
THE LORD HATH SPOKEN bV THE FORMER. 
PROPHETS, WHEN JERUSALEM WAS- IN- 
HABITED AND IN PROSPERITlr ? 

J. HE prevdling Innderity of the prefent 
times has diverted attention fi-om all in- 
fetior conii derations, to a defence of the 
fundamental arguments in favour of Chiif- 
tianity. The fubje<Ss, -which were once 
difcuffed as. the moft important in Theo- 
logical -warfare, are difregarded, *nd al* 
moft loft, in the momentous contefti to 
which the Chriftian champion is now fum- 
moned. We no longer ftrive for the fub- 
ordinate parts :of our Religion ; the whole 
has been aiTailed. The controverfy is npt 
a • confined 
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a .SERMON I. 

confined to a fingle ^ticlc of faith, to a 
few dlfputed paffagcs in the facrfed Writ- 
ings, or to the particular ' difcipline of a 
favoured Church. Our advarlaries have re- 
jeAed all articles of faith, have renounced 
the holy Scriptures at large, and have de- 
clared their hoftility againft the very prin- 
ciple of a Religious Eftablifhment. Ar- 
^ments the moi^ fubtle, and raillery the 
moA inHdious, have been but too fucceis- 

, fully employed in diminiihing the e&ft of 
the evi4ences of Chrillianity, and relea£ng 
the mind from: the Salutary influence of 
Religion. Though the writing of tliefe 
daring unbelievers are diftinguiihed by. 

. palpable mifreprefMitations, which' the moft 
fhamelefs alone could venture to abtmde* 

. and which the moft ignorant alone can be 
induced to credit ; yet th^' deliver their 
fentiments with a pcrfpicuity and fami- 
liarity, which the meanell underftanding 
may apprehend^ with a flow of vulgar 
pleafantry, which is peculiarly calculated 
to affciS the imaginations of the lower or- 
ders of fociety, and with an authoritative 
dccifion, which the fcholaronly can firmly' 
vnd effeduaUy refift. The faith even of 
.the 
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the inhabitants of our own happy country 
has of late been fevcrely tried by thefe 
mipiDUs produdions. While moft of the 
gr^aC kingdoms of Europe have not only 
been inundated with the pernicious works 
of the blalphemers ; but in too many in- 
j^ces the people at lai^e have fallen the 
ltadanch6ly vidims of the fatal dcluiiorL 

■ But Infidelity has' riot merely been pro* 
pagated in the writings of the pretended 
pHilolbpher -mth a degree of zeal which 
is without example ; it has alfo been 
adopted as a' powerful inftrument of am- 
bition: it has fallaciouily been propofed to 
the people of all nations, as one of the prin-> 
cipal means, by which they may arrive at 
an ideal ftate of liberty which is really im- 
pradicable, and of happincfi which is really 
unattainable ; . and, in its later ftages, it has 
received a temporary addition ,of authority 
and importance, from the fple'ndor of fuc- 
cefi and the fword of the civil magiftrate. 

To oppoft the effrontery of thefe nu- 
mcroiis and powerful adverfaries, arid to 
deted and remove thcfe pernicious errors, 

B 3 WC 
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4 ' SERMON I. 

we mud Kozt to the fundamantal argu- 
ments in defence of our Reli^n. On all 
occalions, but eipeclally in ieaJbns like the 
prefeqt, vre Ihould more particularly la- 
bour to convince the young and the unin- 
formed by ibitements, which in the judg- 
ment of cool and reasonable enquirers may 
appear irrd^ble, that Chriftiam^ is not 
an human fidion.but the undoubted Re- 
velation of God, All inferior confidera- 
tions fiiould in the firft inftance be entirely 
neglected ; and the attention ihould be 
iblely dirc^ed to this one momentous 
truth. When, after a full and candid in- 
veftigation, it has been deef^y imprefled 
upon the mind, the fubtlctics of the fbphift 
wili be v^n, and the wit of the fcof&r 
will be heard with mdignaticHi or diigufl. 
Ofte dccifive teflimony in favour of a mi- 
raculous inteipolition, when .ellablifhed be- 
yond the poffibility of doubt, mull operate 
upon the mind of the modem Chriftian, 
with the lame refifilefs efkA, which vfos 
produced among the eaHy converts, when 
they beheld Chrift and' his ApofUes by a 
word, or by a touch, reftoring fight to the 
- bUnd, and making the lame to walk. . 
Meta- 
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Metaphyseal dtfcaHioii, fallacious na^ 
jbning, and brilliant -mt, have been di- 
Tcifted, with uncommon energy, againft 
■ the preternatural evidences, ■which- cfta- 
blifli the divine claims of Revelation. ITie 
cjciftence of Miracles, and the truth of 
Prophecy, have been aflailed by every ipc- 
cies of attack, which could Aiggeil itfelf t<> 
men, who ftcm to have been aduated by 
a ipirit of lyftematic oppafition, of hard* 
ened pr^udice, and ibmetlihes, it is to be 
iearedj even of inveterate malignity, 

I fh'all riot, thcrefwe, I truft, undertake 
an ufdeis or unwelcome office, if 1 dircfl 
your attention to one of the two great 
preternatural evidences, by which the di- 
vine origin-of Chriftianity has been averted 
and confiirmed. 

That men would not be left to the in^ 
fufficient and treacherous guidance of their 
ovra unaided realbn, upon the iUlgc<ft of 
Reli^on, but that tb^r- Maker would 
afibrd them additional afUftance, and re- 
veal the important truths, upon which 
tUw- etcmsd hippineft depends, miift h© 
p 3 aUowedx 
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Ail(fvre^hy all candid and diipaiSoa^tp ^en-* 
quirers, to be iji the higheft degree probable. 
We are indeed coinpelled to admit t^ 
probability both ,by our, juft conceptions o£ 
the benevolence of the Creator, and by the 
urgent wants of the CTeaturcj ^s apknoy^- 
ledged in the jnodeft confeffions of th^ 
-wifeft pbilofophcrs * of antiquity, and dor 
jno^fbated by the re|i|^ous ignorance and 
moral depravity of f he wl^ole ^a^n :^QrId, 
The hJftory of all natioi^ fromw^ch tbp 
light of Reyelation has been \yf^holdei;:, 
the prevailing unconfcioufnefs of a fuper- 
intending Providence, the hprrid rites by 
■ which they have fomctimcs been ppUutcd, 
the corrupt fentiments by which they havs 
&Iway§ twen partially degraded, the crrpra 
pf principle, and the bafcncfe of pra«5tice, 
•which they exhibited, and the cheerlcis 
uncertainty, with which, even in ages of 
fciepce and refinennent, they contemplated , 
(he profpe<ft of a future world, — thefe cir- 
cupnftances coUedlively confidered abun- 
dantly juftify our cxpe^ation, ^d cyen 

, • Plato in Alcibiadp ii. W. in Apol, Spcrat. CScTbIcuI. 
Quaeft. 1. i. HaW de Republic^, 1. vi. See alfo Clarke's 
Byideqce of Natural and Reveled Kengion, ie&. 6, J. 

clearly 
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clearly deraonftrate the ftrong ncceffi^ of 
a divine Revelation. 

But it is indifpen£ably requiflte, that he, 
who offers himfelf to the notice of man- 
kind as t&e MeiTenger of the iupreme 
Being, (houM afford indubitable proofe of 
the reality o£ his Jacred. oxtuuiffion. Thele 
proofs muft confiil of a diiplay of powers, 
which exceed the utinoft poffiblc efforts o£ 
iXMre. human ability. He, who acknow- 
ledgeSi that the Almightjr was able to 
create' and give order to the wholt; uni- 
rerie, tnuA affuredlj allow, that he is able 
alio, by a miraculous interpoiltion^ to {uC- 
petid that general order in any fubordihate 
piart. That he would be induced to iuipend 
it, ft* the fake of affording a divine fandtion 
to his own gracious Revelation, is a fuppofi- 
tion rendered highly probable by the pecu- 
liar circumflances of the occafion. In the 
corrupted ilate of mankind; even the pureft 
lyftems <if moral and reh^us in£b^<^on 
mijft be rendered eminently more cffedivc 
by the authority of a diiine atteftation. The 
inquisitive and the confiderate may, not 
unreafbnably perhaps, hefitate to receive it 
B 4 as 
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8 S E R M O N I. 

as the will of die iupreme Being, unleis 
it is Authenticated by viiible proo^ of his 
interpofition in its favour. The paffions of 
mca are fo inordioatCr and their depiaTity 
,fo flagrant, tl^t if the truth of a Revela- 
tioil depended upon aifertion aloae, the enr 
_ terprizing and the wicked would often im- 
pioufly pretend: to . a. divine conuniOion, in 
order to. incre^' their authority, and pro- 
mote their worldly deiigns. Thus u^efi 
the real Revelations of the Almighty, had 
been eftahliihed by proofs of divine perfbc- 
tion, which are raifed far abqv? tbejr«ach 
even of the moil: ingenious artifice, man- 
kind wcmld be ctmflantly perplexed by th? 
claims of contending. lyftems of Religion j 
and, not being able to afford impUci^ con- 
fidence to any one in particulgir, might a% 
length become incrcdulQus arwi indiffeipnl 
tovntrds all, 

A preternatural evidence, thef^foc^, in 
proof of Divine Revelation, not only may 
be reafonably expcded, but appears tp b^ 
indifpcnfably requifite.. 

_, Jt bas plcafed ,the Almighty to atteft the 
truth 
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truth of Chriftianity by Mirades, and by 
Prophecy; by a fuipenfion of the laws erf" 
nature, which Omnipotence alone could 
ciFc(ft; and by a developement of the ic- 
prets of futurity, which Ommfcience alone 
could £ckc£ee. 

To the latter of tfiefe evidbnces I meati 
to foUcit your attention in the following 
Difcouries. - . . 

-I have already remarked, that, from the 
unhappy .'temper of the prefent times, it is 
neceflaiy for the Chriftian teacher to recitf 
to the ^ndom^ntal arguments in favour of 
our Religion. It may with equal juiHce be 
obferved, that, in feafons like the prefent, 
the argument from Prophecy in particu- 
lar is likely to attra^ a more than ordi- 
naiy attention, and to make a very ftrong 
impreilion upon the public mind. The ages 
of great' revolutions excite' in an uxicom- 
mon degree the curioiity of mankind. 
The Chriftian, on fuch occafions, is natu- 
rally induced to look up with additional, 
,revercnce to the fupreme Being. Unable 
to ^IHga any adequate human caufe for 
the 
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•the' mi^ty dTe^ which are diiplayed 
Jiroiind him, he recurs to «n hi^uex agcn- 
cy. When be is fiUed with a^cbenlion, 
-be flies to his almighty Protedor ; yvhea. he 
iff blcfied with uncommon profperity, he is 
animated by gratitude to ascribe the praife 
to his gracious Benefa<5toT. Knowng that 
4n»iy impOTtant tranladions of the^e later 
ji^iw* involving die intcrefts of Chriiiienity, 
were difclofcd to the view of the ancient 
Pii[^he?B, he is induced humbly to expetfUthe 
completibn of fome of the facred Oracles, in 
the octraordinaiy events, in which he beais 
a part : and thus awakened to a ftrong 
iei^e of diyine preicience^ in examining 
the momentous occurrences of his own 
times, he is prepared to contemplate, with 
increaiing ferioufneis and a more lively iiv- 
terefl, the inilances of divine preicience in 
the timeswhich are pail. Peace and fecurity 
frequently produce a torpor and inadion c^ 
the mind. The wcm^erful revolutions of 
former ago, which were peculiarly the 
fubjefts of Prophecy, are fo very different 
from the tranquillity which then prevjuls, 
that they a£ume in fome degree the ap- ' 
pcarancc of &bie and romance, and do 
not 
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not operate with their fiill natural force 
upon the mind. But when- changes of an 
equally high imp(»tance are paiHng dread- 
jtuUy- before our view, we are roufed tQ 
mofe enci^etic conra^ons of the revolu- 
ticns q( former times. Kindred ideas and 
cong^niid feeling enaUe us to difcera 
t]i«n ivith quicker perception, and tQ re- 
gard tbem with keener feoiibility ; as he* 
who has Ijecn jexpoied tp the terrors of a 
tenipeft on die Gcsaa, Uftens with more 
than common eameftnefi to the recital of 
the dangers of the mariner. 

From thefe obierrations it appears, that 
the wonderful fcenes, which have of late 
been prefented to the ^ew of the Chris- 
tian world, are particularly fitvourablc to 
the enforccmait of the argument irom 
Prophecy, and that they feem to render it 
moTQ peculiarly incumbent upon us, to 
place it in that high rank among the evi- 
dences of Chriftianity, to which, from its 
impreifiive nature, it is juftly entitled, but 
^m which, for a confiderable length of 
■■ time, it appears to have been undefervedly 
degraded. 

To 
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To this argnment very' different "degirees 
of jrriportance have -been -attachdHi in the 
fcveral ftagcs of Chfiffiariity. Soraettmcis 
it has been en'ftfced iWth' imprtident^an^ 
nnjuftifiabFe zeal : fbmdritiics if has been 
treated- vtith "unraeritea ' iiidiffefcntJe atid 
even negletS. During one peridd it/haS 
been irijudicioufly advancctJ, fo as to foper- 
■iede all other teftiinoWies:' during another 
it has been funk to ai'ldw 'and- uirittipo**- 
tant Irtuation among Vh6 6\idoftcc3 Of -tht 
Chijftian Religion. ' '.> , 

In the ApoftoKc age, the Miracles, which 
■were performed in the prefenee of the afto- 
niflied multitude, were fometimes fcarc^ 
urged By the firft preachers of the Go^l ; 
and- the accompliffimeht of Prophecy was 
principally : employed as the apology of 
faith, or the inftrument of convenRon. Biit 
let it be oblerved, that the argument thus 
diftinguilhed with pre-eminence was Iblely 
applied to the Jews. The Jews poifeffed . 
the prophetic writings : they revered them 
as divine ; and founded upon their own 
erroneous interpretations of them, their 
fondeit hopes and proudeft expcdations. 

It 
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It was natural, ther^^re, that the ApoflLes^, 
in.: recomnoending Chriftianity to them, 
ihould accommodate their arguments. to 
the peculiar circumftaaces of their bearers, 
and particularly labour to-repreient it as 
the full and adpquftte completion of their 
natiwjal Oracles. , . , - 

.. The Gentile wctidd, at the time of the 
prpmulg?,tion of the Gofpel, was inflamed 
with a ftrong defire of exploring the ev'ents 
of futurity. This ardent propeiifity may 
be difcovered in the 'writings of the fatirifts, 
faiftorians, and philofophers, in the attach- 
ment pf the people at .large to the arts of di- 
viilation, and in the reverence with which, 
at Romp, through fo long a feries of years, 
the myfterious volumes of the Sibyl had 
been contemplated. So generally, indeed, 
did the defire of forefceing future events 
prevail, that the Roman empire was over- 
fpread with the caves and fliady recefles of 
the pretended prophets. The moft llluf- 
trious perfonages were fometimes employed 
in th^ prophetic office : while the great . 
body of the people revered the efFufions of 
the priefts as the undoubted revelations of - 
the 
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Ifie gotb. Oracles were t^ie cWef Crflj^ 
dentins, which the Heathen prodticed kv 
ifuppbrting the divine pretenfimis erf" his fu-" 
perftition : and at the' firft propagation of 
Chriftianity, the pubUc curiofity was ex- 
cited, and a fpirit of enquiry almc^ uniw 
verially prevailed *•, in confequencc of thei 
declining authority and gradxial ce0ation of 
Oracles through the whcde Romim world. 
It was natural, therefore, that the early Fa- 
thers ihould avail themfclves oC the popu- 
lar fplrit ; and, exerting their warmeft cIo-' 
quence in iupport of the prophetic evi- 
dence, ihould appeal to it as peculiarly de- 
dfivc of the truth and divine nature of the 
Religion, which they laboured to promul- 
gate. To thefe obfervations it may be' 
added, that, from the general belief of the . 
extraordinary influence of magical arts, the 
reliilt of mere human ingenuity, the know- 
ledge of future times wiis confidered as a 
ftirer and more ftriking proof of Divinity * 
than a fufpcnfion of the order of nature. 

b Plutarch, lib, de de&A. One. Jnllaif . apdd QrrillnU* 
Plqi;- the elder, &e. &c. 
' JjiAin. Apol. prima, p. 48. Zrd, 1. ii. c. $7- ^^* 

The 
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Tbe 6ift ApQl(^ibf theHBibre, were m(^« 
mllia^ to Bcft their tlaims upon Prophecy, 
which was the acknowledged inTpiraUoa of 
God» than uppn Miracles, which were re- 
prefeoted as the effc£t of magic and' a> de- 
moniacal agency. 

Through the long courfe of the dark 
ages, the more impt»tant,iiifaje(^ of theo- 
logy "appear to have been totally negledied. 
The genuine truths of Chriftianlty were 
buried Under a load of corruptions : white 
the jlcnder portion of literature which ftill 
remained,, was ic^ely employed in Jcholaftic 
jargon* metaphyseal fubtleties, and perti- 
nacious, bigotry, coUc^vely exerted in fup- 
port of the moft frivolous and abfurd opi- 
nions, which it was equally unneceflary^ 
and impoiHble to fettle. 

At the revival of, learning, an enquiry 
into the genuine fpirit of the Gofpel wa^ 
\4goroufly profecutedj and the feparation 
from a corrupt Church was attempted 
with fiicce& over a confiderable. portion of 
Europe. The advocates of the Reformat 
tion refbrted to the lacred Scriptures, not 
only 
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tnlj for proofs of" tht gr^abujfes -o^ tfid 
Romifh fee, ^d for tk» a^iAifbsfStat qi 
the feal dodrines'of Cte^ltiani^:; but:£d^ 
for the prophetical 4^ileation of -the mon- 
ftrous corruptions, from vs^hi^ titeyicarntiSt- 
\y ftruggled to ^fo^rate thoAifiiivea. Thty 
. found among the Prophets the moft ample 
encouragement, not only in tiu; deicrip- 
tions, whidi they gave 'C>f the i^Oas^ 
ufurpation, but in the -eameft and imprtf- 
five exhortations, which idwy addrc^ed--to 
the ChrHtianf ** Come out of her, my pco-i 
pie, that ye be not patfakers of her fms;" 
It cannot, therefore, furpriic us, that the 
enemies of the Papal ccm^ptions, thus de- , 
riving from the prophetic -writin|p.a-con- 
iiderable authority to - their caufe,: ihonld 
elevate the teftimony of ancient predi^ldns 
above all other proofs. Perhaps the appeal, 
which w^as then made. to- the:auth^ty of 
the ancient Fathers, might- farther ipdtice - 
the theological champion to afford- to 
Prophecy" that fuperiprity over .all other 
tedimonios, which had :beea allowed to it 
by thofe venerable writers, by whofe in- 
terpretations of Scripture he fortified his 
&ith in many of the moil important doc- 
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triiiea of Revelation. Theic circumftances, 
together wit& aa enthuAaftic curiofity in 
dereloptng, hy the arts of divination^ the 
fecrets of futurity, infiuenced the charader 
of a part of the Chriftlan world, even 
through £iic fucceeding ages. 

This injudicious and unwarrantable ex- 
.altation of a tingle evidence, the lagacicy 
jof our adverlkries qjjickly difcerned, and 
artfully converted to their advantage. They 
lepreicntcd our Religion as depending, even 
for its ■* exigence, upon the fole fupport of 
Prophecy. And then, with an energy pro- 
portionate to thor increafing hopes of 
triumph and final iiiccels, they laboured to 
weaken its authority, by magnifying the 
difficulues, with which, from its nature. 



' Tir*^'' laboured to prove,. that CbriAianity wu founded 
upon JttdailJn.' Odlios, in hia Difcourfea on the Grounds 
and Reafinu of the Chriflian Religioa, endeavoured to ihew, 
that ChriH and bXt Apofiles founded the divine authorit/ of 
their Rdigion feldjc on the Prophecies cf the Old Tefta- ' 
ment. A, paflage from the lecond EfHftle of Si, Peter 
(1 Pet. i. 19.) Erroneouflf explained, a&rded to the Deills 
a plautible argument in fupport of this part of their theory. 
The fenfe of this text has been dearly and fully afcertained 
hy Bifliop Shedodc. See Sherlock's Difcmiries on the ITfe 
and Intent of fiophe^. Dilb. i. 

C it 
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it is in Ibmc degree neceffarily perplexed ^ 
and which have been confidetably height- 
ened hy the erroneous explications of ig- 
norant or enthufiaftic ■ fupportcrs. The 
defender of Chriftiinily inftetntly ditertcd 
his atterttion to other incotitrorerjible evi- 
dences ; and, by a ' fate to which all hu- 
man affairs are fiibjeft, the argument fuf- 
fered frdtn &buft, and hds not fince been 
generally admitted to that high name attd 
commanding ftatlon', to which it is un^e^ 

*^If we allow, what cannot, it Is apprehended, be faitW 
controverted, that the teAtmonj' of Jefut wa« llic fyak,-atd, 
ZTid Icoim! of Prophecy ; w:e fh^l not be able to agtw with 
the learned and mofl able author of Difcourfes on the Ufe 
and Intent of Prophecy, who fuppofei, that the .predifUoni 
of the Old Teftament were cbU^ intended to fupport the 
&Ith and religion (^ the Old World., See Sbu-Iock's Di£c. 
fcc.'D, ii. p. 37, 38. 

Dr. Paley, in his recent publication, the general .merits 
of which cannot be too highly appreciated, has ranked Proi- 
phecy among the auxUlary evidences of ChrifliAuty, hfca' 
refted altnoft the Whole weight of lbi» tcflimony upon two 
prediitions, and has confined his remarks to the particular 
circumftances of the inllances which he felefled. "ilixy I 
venture to obferve, that his Taluahle work wi^ntd, perhaps^ 
have been rendered mare complete, if he had afligneda' 
higher rank to this evidence, conltderedit in all its impor- 
tant parts, and afforded to it the advantage of hia deaf, 
comprehenlive, and forcible method ofDating an argninent. 
Gee Paley'g Evidences, vd. ii. 

tionably 
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•tionably entitled among the .evidences of 
the CbriiUan Religion. 

The friond of faciei In^iration will 
■iurely iiefitate, before he confents to aflign 
to" the prophetic teftimonyfo. degrading a. 
iituationi The forefight, with which the 
Bncieat Prophets were, endowed, was emi- 
■nently more than human, and .was alone 
sibundantly fufficient to eftabhih the cetr 
tainty of a divine miffion. The frequent 
display of a diftant and unerring prefcience, 
at which the unaflifted mind of man can 
never arrive, is a decifive proof of infpira- 
tion, and bears upon it the feal of divinity. 
Miracles and Prophecy are the two great 
-preternatural teftimonies, by which the truth 
of Revelation has been fanftioned. And we 
may juftly contend, that it would be diffi- 
cult to Ihcw in what refpeds a feries of 
Prophccics> all of which are acknowledged 
to be accompliflied, is inferior in its cfFedls 
upon the mind to a feries of Miracles, all of 
which are acknowledged to have been per- 
" formed. They Were both employed in the 
fame holy and momentous caufe ; they 
both demonftrate a fupernatural interpo- 
fition : and when we have once confcfledly . 
c 3 ad- 
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advanced beyond the limits of human at«r 
lity, we furely mull hot venture to affix 
different degrees of credibility to different ' 
difplays of Omnipotence. We muft hoyc 
down with equal adoration before the i\x- 
prenje Being, whether he attefts his divine 
perfeAion, by difcovering a prefciencc .frf 
diftant events, which exceeds the know^ 
ledge of man; or by performing thofc won- 
derful works, which exceed the powers of 
man. ' We cannot decifively acknowledge 
his interference in the one inflance, and 
hefitatc equally tp acknowledge it in the 
other. Far be it from me to infinuatc, 
what cHir injudicious friends and infi^ious 
adverfaries have not unfrequently in former 
times afferted, that the truth of Chriftian- 
ity lefts folely, or chiefly, upon the evidence, 
which it will be wy objed in thefe Lecr 
tures to confirni. While, on the one.hand» 
it is fuppofcd, that the feries of predi^ons, 
which we poflefs, is , alone fufficient to 
cftabliili the certainty of a divine Reve- 
lation ; it may truly , be declared, that, 
.had it pleafed almighty Wifdom not to., 
have fandioned his Religion by. Prophecy, 
had not a fingle inftance of divine pre- 
fcicncc been admitted into the lyftera of - 
Revela- 
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Revelation, the Gofpel of Chrift w»uld ftill 
have been lupported by .a weight of pre- 
ternatural evidence, from which no candid, 
enquirer could withhold his alTent. But in 
unfolding that wonderful fcheme, which 
hsts aiTorded the means of immortalltj' and 
final happlnefs to the whole human iace> 
our Maker has gracioufly doubled the proofs 
of divinity, and multiplied the fources of 
corivi^ion. DifFcreht minds are influenced 
by different modes of perfuafion. 'He, lor 
whom Miracles may have been wrought 
in vain, may be converted by the fure 
word of Prophecy. Inftances have not 
been wanting in thefe later ages, in which 
the dying profligate has been reclaimed 
from a ftatc of the moft ftubborn Infi- 
delity, by the authority of the ancient Pro- 
phets. ^And circumftances will fully war- 
rant the fuppdfition, that, in the days of 
our Saviour, the Jewlfh people, though 
they beheld without conviftion his won- 
derful iufpenfion of the regular courfe of 
nature, would have proftrated themfelves 
in dutiful fubmiffion before their Lord 
and their God, could they once have been 
perfuaded, that in his divine Perfon the 
. long train of their national Oracles had re- 
ceived a full completion. 

c 3 It. 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyC00^[t: 
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It irtfty not be improper, before I enter, 
upon the inveftigatlon of this evidence, to 
esiiort the younger part of ray hearers, to 
endeavour folely in the firft inftance to ar- 
rive at a firm conviction of the reality of ^ 
preternatoral foreknowledge in the Pro- 
phets. When this convi6lion has once 
been deeply fixed iq the mind, if ought to 
be allowed conftantly to operate with its 
entire force, r We ought frequently to re- 
cal to our recolle6Hon the principal fcircum- 
ftances, by which it was originally pro- ■ 
duced, as fure prefervatlves againft the ef- 
fe^s of the fluctuation of human opinion, 
the allurements of novel dotSrines, the in- 
fidious obtrufion of real pr pretended diffi- 
culties, and the prejudicial influence of the 
want of eztenfive information in all the 
branches of the fubjetS. Againft the' force 
of fuch a perfuafion, rationally produced, 
it is not. unreafbnable to expe*^, that no 
fubordinate confiderations will be able cf- 
fedually to prevail. 

It cannot be denied, that the Chrifliafi 
may fometimes encounter very ferious dif^ ^ 
liculties, in confequence of minute re- 
fearches into the inferior parts of the fub- 
jeift. And, unfortunately for the caufe of 
truth. 
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trutii, tl^e fuperficial enquirer too often en- 
tangles himfelf with thofe perplexities, be- 
fcrc .he Jias difcovercd the fundamental 
principles, upon which the certainty of the 
evidence depends. But if, in the moft im- 
portant parts, faercd Prophecy indlfputably 
tifes above the power of the unqffifted 
human nsind, no circumftance of inferioc 
confideration can deftroy 01 weaken the 
proof of its divinity. Revelation will ad- 
jnit of no Gomproniife. There can hp no 
^ellowflxip between light and darknefs. If 
prophecy be not in all its parts hunian, it 
^uft he divine. And if the evidence of 
^ts celeftial origin is really incontrovertible, 
itnd irrefiftibly commands our aflenf, we 
^re bound, by the common diiSates of rea- 
ibn, to reprefs all liilpicipn, and to diftruft 
the fufficiency of our own judgments or^ 
tHofe points, which may appear unfatisfac- 
^piy, and may really oceafion perplexity. 

The obfcure and unintelligible nature of 
ibme parts of fome Prophecies cannot 
weaken the force of thofe, which may be 
clearly underftood. Xhe parts, which, from 
the peculiar natute of the difpenfation, are 
jjp^olyedin obfcurity, or, at prcfent, are 
c 4 really 
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really incapable. of a iatisfaftory apfdica- ■ 
tion, poflcfs no more influence in the qaef- 
tion, than if they had ilDt appeared in the 
facred Volume. They neither augment nor 
diminifli the efiefl" of thofe, which are free ■ 
from perplexities. Of fome inferior parts 
of the hmniui frame, and of Xeveral of thv 
worfe of nature, we know not y^ the mfe.' 
But we do not,' on this account, rcfuic* to 
acknowledge the intension of utility in. 
ethcirs, without the aid of which, cxiftcnce 
would inftantiy ccafe. We do not with- 
hold our afient from the- intelligible and 
jaft opinions of an author, becaufe we may 
be unable to interpret a few difficult fcn-t 
tcnces in the obfcure or mutilated parts 
of his compofition. , We decide upon th<5 
fentiment^ which we comprehend, with- 
out any refer/rnce to the pafiages which 
are not underftood. In the fame manner, 
the Propheci.c3, which have received a clear 
and fatisfe^ory explication, poflefs their en- 
-tire force, notwithftanding even the ap-i 
pfarently' impenetrable obfcurity pf others;* 

Whether the Prophets always underftood 
. their own predr^rons, or whether they un- 
derftood ^hem in a fenfti dificrcnt fram 
that 
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that wluch -wis really .intended,. are confi- 
derations: totally irrdevait to the queftion. 
Gar conviSion of a preternatural interpo- 

•fition-will be but little aided by difcover- 
ing, either that the holy- Being* by whom 
tiie ■ Prophets were ihfpired, endued them 

* widi his own unerring prefciencc on the 
fbl^eft xjpon -which he employed them, 
or that he only rendered them the paflivc 
inilmments of difcloling to mankind his 
knowledge of fiitunty. The Chtifiian con- 
tendsi tiiat they were the agents' of a fu- ■ 
fcrior Power. If the divine agency is ad- 
mitted, all which he demands is granted! 
Every other 6nquiry may more or lefs ba 
fnbjct^ to- error and difficulty. By casing 
lus rcfeaiches fether, he may gratify a juft 
and pious curioiity; but canderive no advan- 
tage tflential to the intcrelb of his Rc^gioo. 

- : To endeavour to difcredit Pn^eey by 
ccn&ring the meansi which were ufcd ia 
it* delivery, has Iraig been one of the fa- 
vo\witc prafticcs of the Infidel. The means 
have been artfully reprefented, either as 
itib^«6b of indecent ridicule, or as ill 
adapted to the ends, for Svhich th^ were 
employed; Such ■ confideratjons are en- 
tirely 
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■ tirdy independent of the g'cst ^ne&ktq^. 
We cannot coiii«(leatIj with reafon per- 
ssat our faith to be 4e£l^yed, or evei^ 
weakened; beciiufe t^e mode, in which tha • 
divine foreknowledge 0|f th^ Prophets .wa^ 
conveyed, wag not iuct^ as to our fimtc un- 
derftanding may appear the moA fuitable^ 
Of the npoft dignified. We nuift not deny 
^tha realty of an Omnipotent agency, be- 
caufe we approve not of the /manner ii^ 
which it has been exhibited. With equal 
propriety might we deny, that the great 
luminary of day was created by the Al- 
mighty, bccaufe forae,of its qualities may, 
not accord with our prcfumptuaus . ^e- 
tciminaCions refpe^ing fuch a produtflion 
of divine Wifdom. With equal propriety 
might we .d^ny, that the gift of inteU 
let^ was imparted to man by his Makers 
becaufe it may not appear to exhibit that 
kind or degree of perfe«5lioD, with which 
, we may arrogantly fuppofc that fuch 4 
work of the Almighty muft neccffarily be, 
endowed. With humble curiofity we may 
explore all the fubordinate parts of the won- 
derful fcene of his Omnifcicnce, yv'hich the, 
ftcrcd Writing? lay open to our view : but 
^vcihould explore them, not for the purpofo 

of 
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of pi^fomptuoufly arraigniitg th6 vriCdam 
of his meafurcs, and perplexing our mindf 
■with ufelefs doubts and lufpicicms'; but with, 
the pious delign of acquiring a more perfeA' 
knowledge of tht^ rtatqrfe of his proceed- 
ings, ill art aftonifliing adl"* of his R^vi- 
dence, in which wc' have been previoufiy 
compelled Cq admit his diWne tnteirfcrenCe- 

' In this manrief it may be eafily ihdwn, 
that alt the inferior objedions, with which 
the argument from Prophecy has beeii af- 
failed, are rendered nugatory and ineffeo 
tual, by a clear and deciiive proof, that, as 
far as the peculiar circumftances of the 
difpenfation required, the events fore- 
told have all adually occurred ; ^nd that , 
the Prophets and their prediAions were 
dlftinguiihed by numerous peculiarities, 
which bore the viiible marks of a pre- 
ternatural and over-ruling influence. If ift 
thofe parts, which are the moft important 
in their nature, and effential to the con- 
firmation of the argument, the Omnifcient 
Infpirer has abundantly provided for the 
removal of all reafonable doubts, and for a 
firm eftablifhment of the truth, we cannot 
juftly cxpe^ an equal degree of clCamefs 
and 
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and-fatisfeftion on every odicr "pdinf; 
wfatc^ from ignorance or prciumption we 
may- htbour to explain,. WHHe -wc poflcft 
the free and- nnbiafled^xercife of rckibri; 
wc ought not torcrtouncc that cbnviftion^ 
ui confcquehcc even 'of' lAeitricaWc ' ttiffi- 
culties m the inferior parts- crif the fu^c&i, 
iitrluch dnTne AVtfifom may ha>^ purpofcly 
ordained; which the- revolutions of ages, 
together with the changes of fociety, man- 
■ Iters, arid language, may -have ncceffarily 
occaiioncd ; which the peculiar nature of 
the difpcnfation may have inevitably re- 
quired ; or -which the pride of human rea» 
fon, and the arrogSnt curidfity of man, may 
have ufclcfsly raifcd. 

Before I quit this part of thft iubje<S, 
Jet me be allowed to fubmit to the judg- 
ment of the candid and the unprejudiced, ' 
one farther remark i:pon the rational and 
wcH-grounded periiiafion of a divine tef- 
Iwnony in favour of Chriftianity. As it 
has beenaheady urged, that fuch a divinO 
teftimony ought n<rt to -lift weakened by 
the confideration of any particular circum- - 
fiances. attending ^e ixiferior parts - of the 
Revelation; fo it cannot juftly be re- 
■ nounccd 



nounc«d .in . conCequence o£ the arrogaat 
aCumptions and plaiillbl& theories of the 
J^^dcl, ajid.of die pretended Phtlolbphcr. 
It Ms been .the poHcy of the fccptical wri- 
ter x)f the prefcnt age, to prejudice th« 
n»nds .pf their readers .againfl; the proofs of 
r»'eali;d Reltgiou, by fraudulent endeavoun 
to cilabUihj through metaphyilcal fubtle-^ 
ties, fallacious general prinaples, fubverfive 
of all particular teftimony. The inwefti- 
gatiottof-tfae rcfpcilive evidences has been 
care&lly aviuded ; while liiFenuous though 
ineffedual attempts have been made, to 
prove the ufeleiTneis of. a Kevelation^ the 
univerlal prevalence of in^ilure, the falli- 
ble nature of human teftimony, the abib- 
lute invalidity even of the ftrongeft force 
of eiadencc, the influence of our own.per- 
ibnal incj^erience of fupematural eifet^s, to- 
gether with the, improbability and even the 
trnpofllbulity either of a miraculous ai^ion, 
or of a knowledge of futurity '. By thefc 
fpecious but delufrre theories, our advfcr- 
iaries hoped to prepolfefs the minds of 
their hearers,^ and to harden them againft 
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the admifTion of thoie inconCrovertible eri- 
dences, which caa be adduced in favour of 
Chriftianity. Such a fpecies of attack is 
peculiarly fubtle and inlidioHS : among tiue 
Tvcak and the uninformed^- it may give 
birth to doubts and perpl^ities, trfaieh 
cannot, without long and fcrious inveAiga- 
tion, be effeftually remored. But when the 
Chriftian has once been convinced by tefti- 
jnonics in thcmfelves unanfwerablc, drawn 
from the particular circumflanccs of the di- 
vine manifeilation, that there has bean an 
^ual difplay of fupernatnral power, no 
fpeculative opinions, or arbiti^ry pofitiond^ 
imweyer plaufible,- ought to fliaJte that 
perfuafion. There is a ibhd and durable 
force in real fads, when the pnwf of them 
amounts to a moral certainty, agatnil which 
it is a folly to allow any fophiftry to pre- 
vail. 

As it has already been remarked, that 
neither real nor pretended difHculties, nor 
the fpecioufnefs of general printiples, pof- 
fcisany aiS^ual. power of weakening the 
truth of Revelation, againft the weight of 
poiitive evidence ; fo it may not be -un- 
ferviceable to difmifs frwn the difcuffi<Mi 
thqfe 
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thbfe parts, wliich are unimportant, and 
-Gttle coane<^ed wi^ the general merits of 
the queftion. The believer, unintention- 
ally irom error, and the Infidel, infidioufly 
for patpofefr of delufioHi have not untre- 
-quetitly diminidicd the otberwife Irrefillt- 
lile force of the ib'onger ^rts of Uie evi** 
•dence, by too fully occupying the attolH 
don 'in minute enquiries, which, after thb- 
(^areft and moil iati^adoiy . tflue, are in 
their very nature incapable of powerfully 
-prodttcing convitfllon. Fc^ the purpoicj 
therefore^ of preferving the force of the ai> 
gumcat unimp^ed, and df empi<^ying th«; 
tEttnd upon objet^ of the moA important 
HQoniidoraUon alone, it may not be impro^ 
per to omit all inftances of ordinary ant) 
inferior Prophecy ; and to confine the at- 
tention to thofe Miniflers of heaven, who 
went forth upon extraordinary miflions* 
and were endued with pre-eminent gifts 
of preditftion. All thofe modes of pre- 
fcience will be excepted from the difcuf- 
fion, which fecmcd to be adopted for t0n*- 
porary purpofes alone, and were it^cly or 
|>niLcipaIly employed as inibumenta of 
theocracy. Thus the Urim and the Thum- 
mim were- appointed \^ the Almighty to 
reveal 
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reveal in certain cafes h^ divine purpoi«sr i 
yet they will be dilmilTed from our cotifi- 
d«ation in the following enquiry, becaufc 
they were never employed i^ the deve- 
lopement of diftant events, but were folely 
intended to dire(5t the imooediate proceed- 
ings of the Jewifii people. The fchools of 
the Prophets appear to have been in^ 
tut^ for the uieful purpofe of qualifying 
the prieHs and mimiters of the theocracy for 
ajuft difcharge of their facred duties. The 
■ more celebrated Prophets were in many in-" 
fiances feleiSed from thefe pious femina- 
ries. But as the extraordinary degree of 
infpiration, with which they were phed, 
was totally ^ independent of their connec- 
bon with luck infUtutions, thele ichoob 
will not be admitted to .bear any part 
whatever in the general argument from 
Prophecy. 

Upon " the fame principles, it may not ■ 
be impnl^Mr to exclude from the prefcnt 
difcuffion, except as far as ,thcy were illuf- 
trativc of the principles and condud; of the. 
Prophets, all thofe predidionsi. which were 

« See Stillmge«et*» Origino Sacia, 1. U. c. (v. 

more 
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iinorc particularly delivered in aid of the 
divine adminiftration in Judca, and re- 
ceived almoft an immediate completion. 
They appear to have been given, in ibma 
degree, in compliance with the ftrong pre- 
judices reipcfting divination, whicfi theh 
"tinivcrfaUy prevailed ; and to have been ra- 
•ther an inftrument of the theocratic go- 
vernment, than th« means of convincing 
■ future ages of the extraordinary foreknow- 
'iedge of the Prophets. In fubferviencc tb 
the peculiar purpofe, for which they wertJ 
principally defigned, they partook not fo 
much of the nature of direft and abiblute 
Prophecies, as of promifes- and commina- 
tions, the accomplifhment or failure of 
which was determined by the iublequent 
conduft of the people, for the benefit of 
whom they were delivered. Though it 
taay clearly be fliewn, that they b^r the 
moft vifible marks of a divine prefdence ; 
yet, as Pagan countries pretended to a fpe- 
fcics of divination in fome degree fimila^, 
and. as divine Revelation exhibits a long- 
train of Prophecies," whith &re rtiore ftrik- 
ingly preternatural, and are much more 
capable of overpowering the mind with 
cortviftion,.iJndei* thc'teflri^ion which has 
- D already 
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already been propofed, they will generally 
be omitted in the course of the following 
enquiries. 

The modem enemies of Chriftianity 
have difingentioufly and bafely confounded 
the various fignifications which are con- 
veyed by the terms Prophecy and Prophet. 
, To declare '' to the world the mind of the 
Almighty, as received by immediate reve- 
lation from himfelf, is the firft and high- 
eft duty of a Prophet. With this primary 
meaning of the word, the prefent argu- 
ment is not in the flighteft degree con- 
cerned. It refers only to that ipecies of 
Prophecy, which was intended as an infal- 
lible teftimony of the reality of fuch a di- 
vine Revelation. The fecondary fenfes are 
numerous and varied. They were by no 
means limited to the difplay of a real 
knowledge of fiiturity. To pretend to di- 
vine' infpiration, to perform a miracle, to 
explain the facred Writings, to deliver mo- 
ral fentiments, to be convulfed with vio- 
lent a^tations, to pfliimc a, poetic charac- 
ter, and even to fing, to dance, and to play, 

'< See Stillingfleet's Origlncs Sacra, B, II. c, t. (. 4- 
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-were all promifcuoully denortjinated by the 
common term of Prophecy. The youth- 
ful^ ftudent cannot too forcibly imprcis 
upon his mind thefe-various ufages of the 
word. It may at firft appear, perhaps, to 
fome of my hearers, that I ftand in need 
of an apology, for defcending to explica- 
tions, which a common vocabulary affords: 
but I have been induced to allude to them, 
in confequencc of the unmanly arts, and 
of the effrontery, with which a confufion 
of fcnfes, too grofs, and too palpable, it is to 
be feared, to have originated in ignorance, 
has of late been infidioufly adopted by our 
adveriaries, in order to hold up the general 
evidence of Prophecy to the derifion and 
contempt of the uninformed and the cre- 
^IRius. On occafions like the prefent, in 
which an attempt is mad? to fhevv the 
certainty of afupernatural ihterpofition in 
the inftance of Prophecy, the friend of 
Chriftianity confines himfelf to that accept- 
ation of the word, which implies a know- 
ledge of futurity exceeding the reach of 
any created underftanding. The argument 
is not, in the flightcft degree, implicated 
with any other fenfe of the term. 

n z^ Thcfe 

DiqilizDdbyCoO^IC 



36 S E R M O tJ I. 

Thefe exceptions being made, the en- 
quirer after truth fliould, in the firfl: in- 
ftance, folely endeavour to conyince him- 
felf, that, during a period of an extraoxdi- 
nary interpofition of the Almighty in the 
affairs of a chofen people, certain perfons, 
independently of all local inftitutions and 
cuftomaiy modes of divination, came forth 
as extraordinary meflengers of heaven, and 
exhibited indubitable teftimony, that they 
were favoured with fuch a knowledge c^ 
future events, as could only be derived 
from the immediate infpiratlon of the 
Deity. ' 

In examining the evidence from Pro- 
phecy, the principal force of the argument 
is found to lie in the firm efl:abliflii:ip|||t 
of the following pofitions : that, the boots 
containing the prediiJliona being genuine, 
the Prophecies were feverally delivered 
prior to the time of their accomplilh- 
meut jkand that events have aftually oc- 
curred, which accurately coincide with the 
predidions. From a clear and fatisfa<Sory 
inveftigation of thefe points, refults the 
moil confiderable part of that powerful ef- 
fed, which this evidence b, capable of pro- 
ducing. 
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ducing. But it muft immediately occur 
to every hearer, who is but moderately ac- 
quainted with the fubjed;, that the_ full 
diicuffion of thefe important branches 
would carry ' me far beyond the limits^ 
which the nature of thefe L,e»3ures pre- 
fcribes. They have frequently-undergone 
the fuUeft and moft fatisfa^ory inveftiga- 
tion, I mean, therefore, entirely to omit 
the confideration of them on the prefent 
occafion. 

It will rather be my objeft to direct the 
attention of the ftudent in facred literature 
to the difcovery of the moft ftriking cha- 
ra<3:eriftics, by which Prophecy is diftin- 
guilhed. Of thefe charadleriftics, fome are 
indifpenfably requifite for the proper fup- 
port of this teftimony; and others, though 
not abfolutely effentialj are yet eminent- 
ly important, and peculiarly calculated to 
ftrengthen our confidence in Revelation, 
and to effe(9: in every candid mind an uni 
alterable perfuafion of its truth. 

There are various circumftances, which, 

in' tracing Prophedes from their delivery to 

their completion, muft come under the 

D 3 conil- 
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conTideration of the Theological fcholar. 
He renders himielf acquainted with the 
general nature of Ppophecy, the condmSt 
aiid condition of the Prophets, the pecu- 
lianttes of the feveral prediSions, and the 
lelative iituations of the countries and per- 
fons concerned either in the dcliTcry, or 
the accomplifhment, together with a va- 
riety of important circumflances attending . 
the feveral pretenders to divine infpiratioa 
in heathen nations. This enlarged know-, 
ledge of the feveral parts of the fubjeS 
will prefent to his view a number of thefe 
charaderiftics, which, as I have already ob- 
ferved, contribute additional force to the 
argument, and place in a ftronger point of 
view the divine nature of Jewifh and 
Chriftian Prophecy. When it has been 
clearly demonftratcd, that there is a co- 
incidence, which it is morally impoffible 
that either chance or human abiUty could 
Xo invariably produce, between the predic- 
tions, which were uttered, and the events, 
in which they were fiUfilled, though, ia 
feme inftances, the reality of their divine 
origin does not, perhaps, become adiually 
more certain ; yet it is rendered, by a 
knowledge of thefe diftin^iihing marks. 
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more ftriking^ and more forcible in pro- 
ducing conTiftion in the mind. When a 
fimple narrative of fafts, eftablilhing an 
allegation^ has been fubmitted to the opi-* 
nion of the Jurors, their judgment may' 
be quickened, and their confidence ftrength- 
ened, by remarks, judicioufly made, upon 
the long train of attending circumftances. 
What before was indifputable, then be- 
comes more palpably certain. 

To this particular part of the fubjeft I 
propofc to limit my enquiries, and Ihall 
endeavour to prove. 

That the events foretold were frequent- 
ly REMOTE, were defcribed with minute- 
ness, wexe fometimcs novei-, and were. 
very numerous : 

That in the age of the refpe^ivc Pro- 
phets, by whom they were predided, they 
miift have appeared often improbable, 
find fometimcs the cxaft reverse of 
what might have be?n rc^fonably ex- 
pected : 

That, in mimcrous inftances, the fub- 
) D 4 jecls 
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jcAs of the prediilions were pecuHariy.UN-^ 

FAVOURABLE tO the WORLDLT VIEWS of 

the Prophets, and the contrart to thofc, 
which, it is reafonable to fuppofe, impost ■ 
TO^ would have chofen : 

That there is a peopeiett 'and coNt 
siSTENCT in all the parts pf Prophecy, 
cpnftituting QUE (?reat and harmq- 
Bious, SCHEME, which it fccms morally 
impofllble, that the Prophets could have 
imparted to it, if they had not been really 
ipipired ; ' 

That the general conduct of the Pro- 
phets is inexplicable iipon' human 
PRINCIPLES, and can only be fatisfa<5lorily 
accounted for by an acknowledgement of 
their inlpiration : 

And laftly, That from the means which 
they employe^ and the end which they 
purfued, from the circumftances attending 
the ORIGIN and termination of facred 
Prophecy, and -from the present situa- 
tion of a confiderable portion of man- 
kind, affording a sensible demonstra- 
fffON of the preicience of the ancient 
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Propliets, a ftrong prefumptive argument 
ijiay be derived in favour of tbeir pretcH'- 
Aons to a divine Revelation. 

Though in the early pajt of this Dif- 
courfe I have fpoken in . general terms of 
the peculiar force of the evidence from 
Prophecy, yet it is not my intention tp 
urge it in thefe Lc<Sur6s, as a teftimony of 
the Chriftian Religion. I Ihould occupy 
too large a portion of your time, if I were 
to difcriminate with the clearnefs and ac- 
curacy, which the nature of the fubjeifi re- 
quires, between thofe predidions, which , 
were more particularly intended to au- 
thenticate the divine charaiSer of Chrifl: 
and his Religion, and thofe which were 
delivered, principally as inftruments of the 
theocracy, during the long courfe of a mi- 
raculous interpofitlon of the Almighty in 
the affairs, of a chofen, people. It is boldly 
and ftrenuoufly affcrted by the Infidel, with 
rpfpeft to facred Prophecy at large, that the 
prediAions were delivered for purpofes of 
impofture; and that their completion ei- 
ther was forefecn by human fagacity, or 
was the fortunate refidt of chance. To 
4pted the fallacy of this obje<3:ion. And tq 
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fiiew the certjunty of a miraculous prcicicnce 
ift the Prophets, 13 the fole objeft, which 
it will be my endeavour to attain. 

The preliminary oWerrations have now 
been ftated, which appeared moft requifitc» 
previoufly to out entrance upon "the fub- 
je<ft, which is about to be difcuffcd. The 
neceffity of recurring in thefe times to the 
principal evidences in favour of Chriftian-* 
ity has been ftrenuoufly urged. The fe- 

' veral degrees of importance have been 
pointed out, which at different times have 
been attached to this argument ; and the 
prt^ricty of affording to it the high autho- 

. rity, to which it is unqueftionably entitled, 
has been fiiggcfted, and eameftly recom- 

, mended. The fubjed has been diferi- 
cumbercd from all inferior topics, which 
either poflefs no influence in producing a 
conviiflion of the divine origin of the facred 
Oracles, or n:annot reasonably be allowed ' 
to weaken that convidion, when it has 
once been thoroughly produced. And an 
endeavour has been made to fliew by what 
manner of treatment the argument from ■ 
Prophecy may be enforced with the faireft 
probability of fuccels. In my next DiA 
courfe 
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courfe I jhall enter upon the. propofed 
dllcuffion. And with fervour and humi- 
lity let u8 implore the high Omniicient 
Being, whofe Revelation wc labour to 
confirm, to prevent us with his moft gra^ 
cious favour, and iiirther vs with his con- 
tinual help. 
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ISAIAH xlvi. 9, 10. ■ 

REMESilBER THE FORMER THINGS OF OLD, . 
FOR I AM GOD, AMD THERE IS NONE 
ELSE; I AM GOD, AND '^HERE IS NONE 
LIKE ME; • 

DECLARING THE END PROM THE BEGIN- 
NING, AND' PROM ANCIENT TIMES THE 
THINGS THAT ARE NOT TET DONB. 

It has been afferted by the enemies of 
Chriftianity, that no evidence can be fuf- 
-ficiently ftrong to eftabhfh a miracle *. 
Though this is a pofition, to which it is 
impoffible that the impartial enquirer after 
tmth fhoulcj affeht ; yet the teftimomes 
adduced iti favour of a preternatural inter- 
pofition in the aifairs of mankind ought 

^ See Hnmclg ijSb,jt. 
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to be received with caution; and examined 
with Severity. Trifling and unimportant 
occurrences may, perhaps, be credited upon 
vague report and the flighteft appearance 
of truth : but our belief ought to be the 
reiult of fuller and more accurate enqui- 
ries, in proportion as the fa<Ss, which claim 
it, advance in dignity and importance. 
The farther we may recede from iJie regular 
occurrences of human Ufe, and the more 
extraordinary maybe the charafter, which 
.events bear, with the greater .diligence 
ought we to coUed all the proofs which 
their peculiar nature admits. Their diiHn"- 
guiihing charaderiftics and minute fingu- 
larities ought to be fully confidered, for 
the fake of fupprelTing fufpicion and con- 
firming faith. We have no inducements 
to rejeA the truth of an ordinary event, 
ito which we are familiarif&ii by daily ex- 
amples, and which the refator has no in- 
tereft to pervert, or the hearer to credit. 
But miraculous infcfpofitiortB, which the 
weak and th6 fuperftitiouS ar* naturally 
difpoftd to believe, and the crafty and thfe 
ambitious are peculiarly intereftftd in feign- 
ing, ought to be minutely inveftigated in 
all their circumftanccs, before we afford 
them 
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them .our unqualified affent. The effeft, 
which is produced in the mind by the 
knowledge of all the moft ftriking circum- 
ftances, is icarcely inferior to that of the 
pofitive affiirance from an eye-witncls of 
the realty of the faft. On that, which 
before, perhaps, we were unable to deny, 
we repofe, after fuch an inveftigation, with 
entire and .unfuipefting confidence. With 
refpe^ to the miracles displayed by the holy 
Fo\mder of our Religion, had we only beea 
informed that, on many occafions, the or- 
der of nature was fufpended, though we 
might not have been able to dilpute their 
authority, yet we could not have felt their 
full and overpowering effe&. But when, ia 
addition to the ftatement of this fimplc 
fa<S, we are toM, that the miracles were 
frequently repeated; that they were per- 
formed jn open day, before a large and ever 
varying multitude, and frequently in the 
fight of inveterate and vigilant enemies ; 
that they were uniformly exerted in the 
caufe of benevolence ; that many of the 
fufferers relieved were publicly known to 
have been bom with their infirmities, and 
yet were healed in an inftant ; that the' 
eyc-witneffes of thefe miracles not only pcr- 
fevered. 
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fevered, amidft continued pcrfecutiorfs, Jn 
attefting their reality, but even laid down 
their lives in confirmation .of their tef- 
timony ; arid, laftly, that the Religion, 
for the proof of which fuch miracles' 
were wrought, in advancing to eminence, 
triumphed over obftacles, which, without 
-the affiftance of miracles, according to 
human appearances, it was not capable of 
furmounting ; when all thefe attending 
circumftances, with many others, which 
it ■ is unneceffary to enumerate, are added 
to the plain hiftorical fail, that the laws 
of nature we're fupcrfeded, we are over- 
powered with conviction, and .yield to the 
authority of {o manifeft a difplay of Om- 
nipotence. 

The peculiar and extraordinaiy circura*- 
ftances conneifled with Prophecy, that 
other fupernatural proof of a divine Reve- 
lation, are not ieis numerous and convinc- 
ing, than thofe, from wljich the, authofity 
of miracles receives lb confiderable an ad'- 
dition of fupport. It will be my objc<?t in 
the following I^eftures, as it has been al- 
ready ftated, to' bring the ■ moft important 
of thefe circuinftances fuceefiiTely ^ under 



by G bogle 



S E R M O N II. 49 

our confidcration. On the preftnt occa- 
sion, I Ihall examine the predifted events, 
with ' relpeft to thrir remoteness from 
the time, at which they were fevcrally 
foretold;' to the minuteness and no- 
velty of their diftinguifliing charaderif- 
tics ; to their numbers; and to their 
EXACT COINCIDENCE With the prcvious 
dcfcriptions of the Prophets. 

When powerful principles have begun 
to operate upon the public mind, and the 
aftors already appear upon the ftagc, human 
fagacity, aflifted by long experience, may 
ibmetimes forefce the confequences with a 
xonfiderable degree of accuracy. Yet fo ■ 
fluAuating are human affairs, and 'fo Cud- . 
den the revolutions of fociety, that even 
the events of the approaching day, which - 
may frequently be conjedlured with fuc- 
cefs, can never be prcdi»Sed with certainty. 
Though free agency is the noble privilege 
of man ; yet, in confequence of the imper- 
fect and corrupt condition of his nature, 
bis a^ons are often the effcifls of fudden 
impulfes and of a momentary caprice. Even 
his moft favourite fchemcs, and the de- 
igns, which moft truly haimonize with his 
. , r , E natural 
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natural difpofition, are not unfrequentl^' 
countera6lcd either by his own perverfc- 
nefs, or by' the malignity or the oppofing 
interefts of others. Hence we may eafily 
difcern the impoffibility, as far as human 
means of prefcience extend, of foretelling 
with any degree of confidence even ■ oc- 
currences probably approaching, which dc- 
. pend upon the voluntary exertions of foch 
an agent. 

The impoftor, who, like the minifters of 
Pagan fuperftition, confines his prediftions 
to his own times, like them muft be fre- 
quently expofed to error, and thus forfeit 
all pretenfions to divine infpiration. But 
to look down through a courfe of ages, 
and to difclofe with accuracy the iecrcts 
of a remote futiuity, is one of the tnoft 
diftinguiihing attributes of Omnipotence. 
This unattainable excellence of the real 
Prophets has indeed been feldom attempted 
by the boldeft and molt preJumptuous pre- 
tender to infpiration. The inftances are 
T§ry rare, in which the Prophets of Greece 
and Rome-extended their conjectures be- 
yond the times, in which they fiourifhed. 
In that interefting treatiCe upon Divina-. 
tioo, 
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tion, which was compofed by the Roman 
Qrator, when he retired from the ufiirpa- 
ticai of Cseiar to foUtude and philofophy, 
and in which are coUcftcd the ftrongeft 
examples in favour of Heathen Oracles, 
not a finglc Prophecy is recorded'', which ^ 
reached beyond the ordinary period of hu- 
.man life. It may be prefumed, therefore^ 
that a foreknowledge of remote events was 
in general not even pretended in the iyftcm 
of Pagan irapofture. Indeed the priefts of 
that fuperftitioR were in general lefs anxious 
to afford proofs of their knowledge of fu- 
tutity, than to difplay their acquaintance 
with the events of the pafling day, tranf- 
a£ted in a ren\otc region, the knowledge 
of which muft have appeared, to their ig- 
norant votaries, to lie kx beyond the reach 
of an uninfpired mind. 

The Chriftian difpenfation alone can 
with truth exhibit, among the proofs of its 
divine oriigin, the long course of time, 
through which many of its Prophecies ek- 

*• A geneWl expreffion uttered by an augur (fefl. ixii.) 
(elpefling the future gteatnefs of Rome, cannot be confi- 
dcred'as a reafonable eaceptton to Ihe truth ef the obferva- 
tian. 

£ 3 " tended. . 
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tended. A period, comprifing ages, fre- , 
quently intervened between their delivery 
and their completion. Many of the mpft 
important changes in the Eaft were antici- 
pated inf the animated defcriptions of the 
Prophets, even previoufly to that peculiar 
diipofition of human affairs, in confequence 
of which they were eventually cfFeftcd. 
Some of the moft illuftrious charafters 

, in facred hiftory, Jofias '^, Cyrus '', the 
Baptift =, and the bleffed Son * of God, 
were promifed in the prophetic writ- 
ings many centuries before their birth. 
The rife and even the charadter of ^ na- 
tions was ■ predi<fted, while the Patriarchs 

■ Jet lived, from whom thoie nations were 
to dcfcend. The efFeft of particular prin- 
ciples was developed, before the principles 
tKemfelves had been difcovered to man- 
kind ''. Thus the benevolent influence of 



' I Kiugs xiii. 2. ^ Ilaiah iliv. aS. x.lv. j. 

■ « Malachi iii. r. * O. T. paffira. 

■ « See the Book of Gcnefis. 

^ To fomc of the ancient philofophers, this clrcumAance 
fcemed an abfoiute impoffibility. " Qui poteft provideii, 
'' quidi].gam fiitunim elle, quod neque caufam habet ullam, 
" neque notam, cum futurum lit !" Cicero de DiTinatione, 
Oib. ii. fea. 6. 

Chrif- 
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' Chriffianity, and the baleful confequences 
of the Papal ^ ufurpation, appeared in the 
prophetic Writings, when the world was 
an entire ftranger to an authority like that 
of the Roman Pontiff; and when do<ftrines, 
like thofe of the Gofpel, had never entered 
into the human mind. Even conditions^ 
■which were never to be changed, but were 
to reach ' to the end of time, were "fre- 
quently the fubjedls of facrcd Prophecy. 
Such were the prediflions, which fixed the 
final doom of Babylon ', Nineveh "", and 
Tyre"; and which determined the unal- 
terable charader of the Arabs^ who were 
to traverfe the deferts ; and oi the defccn- 
dants of flam **, who were to ipread over 
Africa. 

In the inftances now fele<3ed. It is not 
poffiblc to conceive, that the predifted 
events could,have come within the verge 

' See Ifaiah and the later Prophets. 
^ 2 Thelfalonians i'l. i— lo. i Tim. iv. I— 3. Da* 
niel vii. 34, 35. Revelations xiii. 
' Jereniiah 1, 39, 40, 

°* Nahum i. 8, 9. Zephaniah ii. 13, 14, 15. 
' Ezeiiet zxvi. 3, 4, 5, 141 21. 
• Genefis xv'u 12. 
t Genefis ix, 15, 26, ij: 
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of probability ; and they were altogether 
unfit for conjcfture. So frequently was 
the attention of the Prophets occupied 
upon the occurrences of a remote futurity, 
that this confideration alone effentially 
contributed to weaken their authority 
among their contemporaries, and to render 
their revelations, left intereftin'g. And that 
peculiar circumftance was then urged for 
the purpofe of derifion and reproach, which 
may now be feledled as one of the faircfl: 
fubjefts of praile, and one of the ftrongeft 
arguments for our confidence. " The Vi- 
fions, wh^h they faw, were for many days 
to come, and they prophefied of the things 
that were far pff *>." 

With whatever particularity of deicrip- 
tion the predi^ions, to which I have ap- 
■ pealed, might be delivered, the Prophets 
have hitherto been confidered as ezpreff- 
jng the events foretold in general terms 
alone. 

But had facrcd Prophc<^ fimply revealed 
remote events, without marking them by 
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foine of their attendant circumftances, and 
diflinguiihii^g charaifleriilics ; though, upon 
a candid mreftigation, the predit^ons would 
undouhtedly have appeared to He out c^ 
the reach of human fagacity ; yet by th^ 
Infidel they might, \?ith fome. degree of 
plaufibillty, have been wreilcd to the pur- ' 
pofes of fcepticifm ; and even upon the 
mind of the fmcere and ardent believcri 
they would not, perhaps, - have operated 
with the immediate and ftrong conviftion, 
which they are really calculated to pro- 
duce. General expreffions arc fo accom- 
modating in their, nature, and are capable' 
of fuch varied application, that they may 
ibmctimcs be hazarded, with , a faint ei- 
peftation of fuccels, even upon ibme of 
the moll momentous tranfat^ons of future 
ages, Amidft the regular progrcfs of hu- 
man a^airs, the frequent repetition of the 
feme events, arid the fimilarity of effect* 
produced by fimilar caufes, it is not fur- 
prifing, that conjectures of a peculiar kind, 
cautioufly expreffed in general terms alone, 
fliould fometimes be apparently juftified 
by the eyents. In our own times, in which 
.a confidcrablc portion of the weftem con- 
tinent, enriched with the moft valuable 
E 4 gifte 
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gifts of nature, and poffcffed by an a<%ve 
and entcrprizing race of inhabitants, has 
burfl afundcr the bonds, -which united it 
to the parent ftatc, and eredcd itfelf into 
an independent nation, the philoibpher 
and politician have indulged their fpecula- 
tions, by foretelling, in' general terms, the 
future importance and celebrity of the new- 
born republic. Their conjedures, it is pro* 
bable, may be fanifUoned by the event. 
Fourteen hundred years before the bir^lj (^ 
Columbus, a Roman ' poet, roufed, per- 
haps, by the knowledge of remote iflands,, 
which -had been acquired by his aiterpriz^ 
ing and fucccfsful countrymen, in a beau- 
tiful and romantic flight of imagination, 
enlarged upon the future dlfcovery of a 
mighty continent, which was concealed 
beyond the untraverfed ocean. The happy 
fiiftion of the poet vras realized, when the 
intrepid adventurer conduced his followers 

" ' The following are the words of Seneca :' 

— • —venicnt annis "■ . ■ . 

Secula tens, quibus Oceanus 
Vincula rerum laiet, et kigens 
Pateat teliua, Tiphyfque novos 
Detegat orbe» ; neo fit terris 
; ^Ultima Thuje. 

Medei, v. 574. 

to 
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* 
to thft other hemifpfeere. The Roman 
-empire advaaced in the courfe of about 
fix centuries to the meridian of glory, and 
to univerfal dominion.- The {ympttims of 
its decleniion foon appeared. In kingdoms, 
as in the works of nature, the period of de- 
cline is often nearly equal to the period 
which has palTed iii their progreis to ma- 
turity. The Sagacious augur ', therefore, 
who could difcern the latent but increafing 
caufes of decay, might, without the impu- 
tation of raihnels, hazard a conje<flure re- 
ipe Aing the ^urarion of the empire ; while 
the principal circumftance * attending the 
auguiy. 



' Seven hundred years after the building of Rome, Vel- 
tius Valens, a celebrated augur, alTerted, that the tweire 
Tultnn, which appeared to Romulus, portended, that hb 
city flioald continue through twelve hundred years j one 
hundred years being fuppoled to be lignified by each bird. 
This circumftance has come down to pollerity, upon the au- 
thority of M. T. Varro. 

See Cenforinus de Die natali, c. xvii. p> 97. See dfit 
Kurd's Semiona, V. i. p. loi. 

' More than ieven hundred years had elapfed fince the 
age of Romulus. A' cenluiy, therefore, was the only cycle 
of time, which he could reafonahly pretend to have been 
£gnified by each bird. He was abtblutely excluded from 
all lefler cycles. And had he proceeded to a longs' period, 
he would, probably, have been obliged to allow a thou- 
land 
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aUguiyi upon which he founded his fidt- 
tious Oracle> appears to have Timited him 
to a particular period of time. He, there- 
fore, boldly declare^! that at the f6unda> 
tion of the city it was forelhewn by. the 
gods, that Rome ihould ei^'py ibvereighty 
through twelve centuries. At the fexpira- 
tion of the predided time, the imperial 
city fell,, and fubmittcd to the vidorious 
arms of the Goths. 

- Thefe, perhaps, are t^e moft remark- 
able inftances recorded . in ^e aiwials oi 
I^H ages^ of a fortunate ihfight into the 
feenes of a diftant futurity; But ftiU they 
are no more than the unaffifted efforts of i 
the human mind, and could be effefl.ed 
without the aid of divine infpiration. The 
cxpreffions are general, and are confined to 
a fihgle idea. The naked tvtnt is alone 
foretold. -Had a variety of the minute 
and diflinguifhing peculiarities, which cha- 
ra!tterize it, been pred.idled, there would 
have been that wonderful diiplay of pre- 
fcience, which, it may juiUy be contended, 

ptai years for each bird, and thus have rendered the ac- 
' eamplUhment of bia piedi^ton incredible. 

can 
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can only proceed jfrom the immediate fe- 
velation of the Deity. Were it now de- 
clared, at what precife period the celebrity 
of America will commence ; what will be 
the diftinguiihing marks of her greatneis ; 
what particular countries flie will fubdue 
during hq- profperity, and to what indi- 
vidual nation fhe will in turn lubmit, whea 
flie declines : — or had it been Signified by 
the Roman tragedian, in what age the new 
hemifphere would be difclofed, what king- 
dom would render itielf illuftrious by the 
difcovery, what would be the' moft re- 
markable features of ^e new found conti-. 
nent, and what the confequences to Eu- 
rope of fo vaft an acceffion of territory and 
riches : — or, again, had the Heathen prieft 
fpecified the particular nations of the 
world, who were to be the conquerors 
ofRome; had he defcribed their language, 
their perfons, their manners, and their 
arms ; had he traced the gradations of their 
conquefts, and (narked out the peculiar 
changes of fociety, which ihould take place 
at the fall of the empire : — in all thefe in- 
Aances, by fuch a minute difcrimination c^ 
the attending circumllances, the philofo- 
pher, the poet, and the augur, would have 
advanced 
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advanced far beyond the limits of tlie lm<* 
man nnderftanding ; And might not Mn^ 
Juftfy, perhaps, have been brought into 
competition with the favoured Prophets of 
the Moft High. 

The author of the Reli^o Medici, a writer 
whofe learning and fagacity have feldom 
been rivalled 1^ the profcflbrs of modern 
literature, m a ihort Effay * indulged his 
imagination with forming coi^e^hires, un- 
der the Ihape of Prophecies, upon fomc of 
the moft momentous change, which to 
him appeared likely to diftinguifh future 
ages. His prediflions relate to the proba- 
ble aggrandizement of North America, of 
, Jamaica among the wcftem iflands, and of 
Batavia in the eaft, to the triumph of the 
Turks along the ihores of the Baltic, to the 
cmancipatiort of the nations of Africa from 
the infamy of foreign fervitude, to the dif- 
covery of the northern paflage to China, 
«nd to the union of Venice with the con- 
tinent. Thefe important conjeAures re- 
ipc(?ting the great changes 6f iuture times. 



■ See certain mifcellany TrafU, by T. Brown, K'. Traft 
i*th. 

of 
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of which it is already evident ^hat Home 
muft fail, while a lew have received their 
^ccompUfhment, and others ma/ yet bo 
&ilfillcd, were all deUvered in the mod 
general terms : the expreffions refer .i^lely 
to the one great evfcnt ; minute difcrinu- 
uations and attending ciicumflonces are 
entir^y omitted. , . 

What we require in vain in the cpn- 
jedures of uninfpired man, is abundantly 
difplayed in the facred Prophets. In pre-, 
difting the fate of the great citiq? of the 
eaft, the Prophets foretold, not only the 
general overthrow of all, but the particular. 
and charaftcriftic ruin of each. Of Tyre ^ 
it was predifted, that the foUtary fiflier- 
man Ihould fpread his nets over the rocks, 
on which her towers and palaces were 
raifed; of Babylon, that' her ruins Aiould 
bear the appearance of a defolation, occa- 
fioned-by the overflow of waters; that the 
^ fea ihould come up upon her, and that 
ihe ihould be coveted with the multitude 
of the waves thereof; that ihe 'ihould be 

« fzek'iel xxvi, 14, 

> Jeremiah li. 4a. Ifaiah xiv. 23. 

made 
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madC' a poffeffion for the bittern, and for 
pools of water : and of Ninerefa, that die 
Ihonid entirely * difappear from the earthy 
and that her fituation ihould no where be 
found. 

Again, in anticipating the great cmpiECS 
of the world, the Prophets did not fimply 
enumerate their regular fuccelfion; they 
, marked alfo their diftindi: and appropriate 
features. The Macedonian * was pourt* 
trayed by rapidity of conqueft, and by thfr 
quadruple partition. The Roman *• was dtf- 
tinguifhed by a peculiarity of government, 
(t tremendous and irrefiilible power, uni" 

* The entire deftruffion' of this city wa» cleaHy and 
firikingly predicted by Zcphaniah. (ii. 13, 14, i^.) But 
I^ahum proceeds even fzithei than ZepbaniaB, and in mora 
than one palTage Itrongly intimates, that, in fiiture ages, thfl 
|>lace Ihould not be known, on whiA it flood, (i. 3,9. il. 11. 
!ii. ly.) And (0 complete haa been the defolation, that 
iravetlers, critics, and hiftorians, cannot agree id fixing th(J 
precife fpol, on which it was fituated. See Herodotus, t)ia> 
dorus Sicnlus, and Ammianus Marcellinus j Sir John Maf'' 
Ihamc Chron. Saec. Lucian, the native oia city on the Eit* 
phrates, Ikys exprefsly, that it had utterly perilhed in hi^ 
time, and that there was no footAep of it lematning. See 
Benjamin of Tudela, Thevcnot, and Tavemierj 

» Daniel vti. <Sj viti, aa. 

*• Daniel ^i. 40. vii. ;, aj, 

Verfality 



i.vCoo^lc 



S E R M O N II. €3, 

rerfalitj of dominion, and a final diniion 
into ten independent kingdoms. 

(X Egj^t*^, the lafling monument of 
-divine difpleafure, they not only denounced 
the perpetual fervitude, but even cxpreffcd 
the particular infemy of its unceafing iub- 
je^on to a foreign Prince. Mahomet, tho 
Arabian conqueror **, if we may venture to 
^TC entire affent to the explications of 
fame of the moft able interpreters of th« 
Revelations, was defcribed, many ages be- 
fore his birth, by tixe fierce countenance, 
but effeminate hair, and peculiar head- 
drefs of his followers, by the rapidity of 
his vidorious career, by the fuperlor ex- 
cellence of his cavalry, and by his remark- 
able anxiety for the prefervation of the 
fruits of the earth, joined to a fecming 
contradiftion of imagery, in the happy 
comparifon of his tribes to a defolating 
army of locufts. , When the Ajioftlc of the , 
Gentiles *, eager to prcferve the difciples 
of Chrift from the corruptions of the Papal 
fee, predicted the rife of that ftrange and 

' Ezekielxxx. 13. 

' Revelations ix. 3, 4, 7. 8,9. 

' 1 "nmotby iy. s- a Tbd&lmians ii. 4, 9, 10, 

monftrou* 
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mcorEtrous uliirj^tion, he accurately market) 
it by fome of the minuteil traits, which 
afterwards diftinguiflied that power i the 
abftinence of its a^ercnts from meats, 
their renunciation of marriage, tieir im- ' 
pious pretenfions to mirades, arid their 
blafphemous exaltation of a frail mortal, 
the follower of the himible Jefus, to ah 
cqiial worfliij> and authority ^ with the in- 
■vifiblc Lord of heaven and earth. The 
minute traits of charafter, which continue 
to diftinguiih the tribes of Arabia B,~were 
revealed by an angel, in the infancy c^ the 
■world, to the favoured Hagar, Tvhen the 
fled in terror to the wildemefs. In ex- 
amining the awful defcription, which was 
given by our SaViour *", of the dcftruftion 
of the holy city, we feem to be carried out 
of the-re^ons of Prophecy, and to perufe 
the detail of an inhabitant, who had wit- 
neffed the overthrow, of Jerufalem, and 
elcaped in- peril from its ruins. The pre- 
di<^ons of Daniel are io full and fo mi- 

' s ThefEiIonians it. 4- Foi* the application of this 
flriking pa0age to the head of the Romifli Church, &t . 
Newton on the Prophecies. DIfl". xxii, 

8 Genefiaxvi, 12. * 

^ Matthew nclv, Mark xiii. Luke xx!, 

nutc,. 
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nutc, that no fingle.rpcord of the- Eaft is 
fufficient to explain them. Events are 
more circumftantially Hated by the Pro- 
phet than by the Hiftorian. So Ariking, 
indeed, is the refemblance, which fubtifts 
between his Prophecies and the Eailern an- 
nals which iUuibate them, that the fceptic 
has been obliged to fhelter himfelf from 
the force of fo irrefiftible an evidence, by 
difputing their authenticity, and reprefent^ 
ing them as forgeries fucceisfully executed 
iiibfequent to the events, of which they 
treated. In the facred records of the Jews, 
which confiil of aJUnoil an uninterrupted 
ieries of Prophedes, delivered in one period, 
and accomphfhed in another, the Prophets, 
who were the principal agents employed 
by the Almighty in the divine government 
of that people, appear to have been inti- 
mately faitiiliarized with the fcenes of dif- 
tant times, and to have looked onward into 
the future, and back upon the paft, with an 
almoft equal degree of minutene&. 

But the cleareft proot of a preternatural 

foreknowledge difplaying itfelf in the dif- 

cpvery of minute circumftances, may be 

derived from the preci&>n, vri^'which the 

f Pro- 
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Prophets frequently fixed a particular, time 
for the accomplilhtnent g£ events, even 
when no human motive could be affigocd 
for their preference of that to any otheff 
period. The augur, as we havfc already 
lecn, was ftrongly induced, if not abfo- 
lutely impelled, by the circumftances' of 
the cafe, to eftimate, by a particular calcu- 
lation the duration of the Roman e^i^pire. 
But no ncceffity or inducement -whatever 
appears to have atftuated the Prophets of 
Ifrael. Now of occurrences, likely to. take 
place after a Ihort interval, it is highly im- , 
probable, that the exaifl time ftiould be 
foretold. But to determine the particiil^ 
years, in which very remote eyent^ "the 
caufes of which have not yet beguix to 
operate, will be brought to pafs, cannot be 
attempted -with any reafonable hope ctf 
fucccfs, and may almofl: be pronounced 
' impoffible. inftances have not been want- 
ing, in which a precift period was tktex- 
mincd for tiic accon^lifhmcnt of a parti- 
cular event. An ancient ' Father of the 
Church has recorded aiiffitious Oracle, 
which venture^ to funit the diwatian c^ 

, ' Augufiin, de C^' J}«, lib, xviii. cap. 5^. . . 

'% ' Chrff- 
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Cfariftianity to a definite period of time K 
Tbe appointed fpace foon elapfed : and out 
holy Religion has fince continued to fiou- 
rifti through more than a thouland years. 
The authors of the Sibylline Terfes repre- 
feoted the ruin of Rome as certain to be 
cfeAed in a particular ' year^ beyond 
■which, however, the city long remained 
-tbe capital of the empire, knd the feat of 
the imperial relidcnce. 

The iacred Prophets alone have been ' 
able to mark their produ'tftidns by this de- 
cilivc ptoof of infpiration. Thus a period 
of four hundred "" years was named fc* the 
fojourning of the people of Ifrael in Egypt; 
icTenty for ° the temporary punifliment of 
Tyre; feventy for " die captivity of the 
Jews in Babylon ; and four hundred and 
ninety for p tiie interval between their re- 
turn tx> Jemialem and the appearance of 
their eocpe&ed Meffiah. The time fixed 
for the continuance of the Papal ufurpa- • 

. *( Tltree honilKd and fixty-fivc years. 

' Thp jear 195 of the Ojrifti^n era. Sm Gibbon> Hift, 
■vol.l.p. 618. 

" Genelis XV. 13. '' Jfaiah xxiiu 15. 

■ Jeremiah xkv. ii, ta. f Daniel a. 25, 26. 

F 3 tion 



i.vC^-Wglc 



68 5 E R M O N II. 

tion is fiiU more extraordinaiyt because it 
is much more extended. The moft able 
interpreters of the facred Scriptures have u- 
tnited it to twelve hundred and fixty years, 
upon the concurring tefiitnony of Daniel 
and St. John. The levere {hocks which 
it has received* and the weakened condi- 
tion in which we now behold it, Jullifj 
the fuppofition, that the period of its du- 
ration, no leis than the charat^rilHcs by 
which it h^s been diftinguilbed, will b«B 
found faithfully to ooiocicle with the dc- 
fcriptions of the Prophets. 

It was the chief Intention of the Jewilh 
I^rophets, and of the founder of the Jewiih 
-^iipeniadon, to prepare the way for the 
■"MeflGah, by completely forefliewing his 
moil wonderful adions, and the moft mi- 
nute difcriminations of fals charader. In- 
numeraUe events were fMcihcwn, too un- 
important perhaps in thcmfelvcs to have 
deicrvcd notice, even in the hiftoiy of that 
"exalted Perfonagc ; but deriving an inefti- 
mable value from the additional confirma- 
tion, which they aiford to his divine prc- 
tenfion^ as the completion of ancient Pro- 
phecies. 

- A celc 
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A celebrated poet of mitiqui^, who j»as 
nirely been exceeded in genius; and never 
perhaps even equalled in judgment, in Hiff 
great work which immortalizes his nsmc» 
has adbrded a ilriking inilance of the molii 
exalted conceptions of the human mindyTC- 
Ipei^ng the perfeifUons of the divine na- 
ture, in revealing the events of futurity. But 
this perfeft example of a fuppofed difplay 
6f Omnifcience is undoubtedly fuip^d 
m the real Revelations of the Mofl: High. 

In the higheft and moft flouiifhing ftate 
of Roman grandeur, he produced his fub- 
lime compofition. It was his principal ob- 
jcft to celebrate the glories of his country, 
and to do honour to his imperial patron. 
He fclefted his fable from the uncertain 
records of remote antiquity j and, by the 
happy artifices of pocric anticipation, he 
embclfifhed his work with all the moft 
iplendid events, which had dillinguiihed 
his country and his emperor. The efiu- 
iions of Prophets, typical charaders, the 
revelations of fuperior beings, and an in- 
trbdii^on by viHons into the imaginary 
fcehes of other worlds, were all fuccciT- 
fxMy employed to ihadow forth the future 
F 3 triumphk 
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triumphs of Romfr, and the fame of^her Ci- 
tizens. Everj important event was minritcly 
difcriminated. And it may be inftantly 
djfcemed upon pervrfal, djat the poet was 
irttiinately acquainted withfthc ocxnin'eneea 
of jniany fucccffivc ages iubfequent to tho 
times of his hero. As he fpoke only of 
evetits, which had paffed before the period, 
in "which he flburiflied, our admiration is 
excited by the happy ikill, with which he 
introduced into his poem foch an inter-* 
efting variety of fancied predictions. Let 

,iis how fuppoie, that the fame, work, with- 
out the' variation of a fmgle paffage,.had 
appeUred:foon after, the amVal of jEn<ni3 
in Italy, or' at the founding of the city by 
Rwiiului: let us fuppofe, -that'the charigea 
of government in Roine, tlie moft'celfei- 
brated' vliSorles, the] nations fubjtt^ to the 
Roman power, the -uipiverfal dominion of 

, the cityy the dilHnguiihing charaderiftic* 
of the moll rencrivnfid.chiefs, and the cha- 
ra^er of Auguftus in! particular; had all 
been pourtrayed with "minutenefc and ac- 
curacy, in the veiry words, which Virgil 
has adopted; — furcly we fbould iwt have 
hefitated to pronounde fuch a work' to ex- 
ceed the ability of the human intelled, and 
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to be q, BaaBifeft difplay of celeftial infpirft* 
tion/ What, ■under thefe cifcumftances, wc . 
ihould have regarded as divine in the hea- 
then-poetj v^e are bound to receive as fuclj 
in the hoty Scriptures. The hiftory of the 
Jewifti nation ieems but a fecondary ob- 
jeA- in the facred records of that people. 
The difpfeyof a miraculous prefcience in 
a continued developement of the fiiturc, 
fcwms the ftriking and pronjinent feature 
lof that wonderfiil hiftorj'. It might with- 
iotet difficulty be Oiewn, that the pifetendcd 
anticipations by Virgil, of events, which had 
already pafledj were neither fo numerous, 
fo particular, nor fo intimately connected 
with every extraordinary adion recorded, 
and every eminent charader defcribed, as 
the real Prophecies delivered in the facred 
Writings'. The character of Auguftua, ty- 
pically reprefented by ^neas, and brought 
forward, in the courfe or the poem, on 
every favourable occafion, is not fo fully 
nor fo accurately pourtrayed, as the pro- 
phetic pifture of our Saviour : it is not 
eqaally vifible in every part, it docs not 
equally animate the whole produtftion. 
Every eminent aftion, every celebrated 
perfonagc, the whole iyftcm of the national 
F 4 polity. 
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polity, and even the moll: umznportant ' 
parts of tUe religicHjB ceremonies of ^e. 
Jews, ^1 partook of the propheUc charac- 
ter, -were predidive of futurity, and. the 
Shadows of better things to come. 

This accurate detail of minute circum-^ 
ilances attending a remote event, it may 
boldly be decWed, lies far beyond tho- 
reach of the unaflifted human intdleft. 
When we behold fuch a Prophecy fulfilled 
in all its Ie0er parts, we acknowledge th« 
interpofition of an Omnifcient Being, and 
feel at once an irrefiftible convidjon. No 
further proof is nece{{ary, or can reaf^n" 
ably be expeiSed. The acceflion of ftronger 
evidence appears to be hardly within th^ 
bounds of poffibility. Yet upon the aWi- 
ful fubje^ of divine Revelation, our full 
-aflent to which is indiipenfably requiiite 
for the attainment of eternal happinefs, the 
Almighty has gracioufly multiplied the 
fources of cpnvidion, and left the incre-«. 
duloi;s without the means of excufe. Many. 
pf the predidlons are altogether novel in 
their nature. What in all the variety of 
human affairs has newer occurred,, cannot, 
without a confitlerqble degree of hefita- 



i.vGoogic 



S ER MO N n. 73 

tian, be admitted even by the fpteul^ve 
philoif^her into the numbn* of ^ture.pof- 
fibitities. Its probalnlity ntuft be alt(^- 
ther demed. What then ihall we think 
of thofe men, who pr^ided the pofittve' 
occurrence not onlj of a variety of future 
events, of "which' the time, thfe place,^ the 
agents, and the premie :4li^K>{kit>n of hu- 
mah a^^is, under which they would fe-' 
verally come to pais, were acttirately 
marked, but of events, which were with- 
out example ? Surely we cannot refrain 
fitom afcribing lixb iqilances of fordcnow- 
lodge to the only caufe which fs capable 
of produang them, the immediate iqlpira- 
(ton of the Deity. 

The drying up of the waters of one 
of the largeft rivers which flow through 
the earth, muft furely rank in the num- 
ber of the mofl novel events, and muft 
be acknowledged to lie far beyond the 
f each- of human fagacity or preicience. Yet 
it vras precliifled in the plaifieft and nio:(t 
4iftindt terms by Ifaiah and Jeremiah \ 

^he prefent condition of the Jews, upon 

» Jfeialt xliT- 37. Jeremiah 1. 38. li. 6. 
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•^hfcfe Ij'fliaft hflre '^eafiow '«6 enlaree 
moTA iiMy \a a -fiituM-Led^a, in many 
emineiht cirtJft^ftffrkes w unexampled 4h 
tbeftiildty'of maiAind-- Yet the- Prophets^ 
^prtfdi^lcd the exiftertt* of fttcJi a- peculiar 
^atr 'of •fociety,' exjtfe6ly> named the peb- 
Jtle amoftig ^horn if fll<mH taie jdaee, arid 
defcittied- the pBTtienfftr penexi bf -therr htf- . 
tdry-, m -wrtiich the^fittgUtarprtdiiSiOTrflKmld 
"be acc0iK(plifhe<I. " ■- -. ^ ■ ■ 

' 'It'mufl hate bften.obfefvcd by^hc mpft 
Superficial enquirer into the annaJs of paft 
ages* that ricpower' 'fimiHr to that of thie 
¥^pal i*furpaft6n -h^ ■ evct ftfetdrrcd the 
afcendancy over a cohfiderable' "portiDn c>f 
the globe. Yet that uifiirpation was pro- 
phetical^ anticipated -■ ia full and -exprefe 
terms by 9t. Paul " and St. John, foflic 
ages before its- own. commencement; and 
at "an earlier period IKU by Daniel, bc'- 
ibfe dre commencement of the religioits 
^ftem, upbn- the perverlion of which it 
founded- its impious pretenfions. 

' Deut. xxTiii, xiix. Daniel ix. 26, 37. and the three 
Erangelifls, Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 

' I Timothy iv. 1, 2, 3. a Theflaloniane - ii. 3 — i,a. 
R.cvelatiaa&Kvii. 

The 



S E R M O N II. >j 

The R-ophcts of ' lirael break forth into 
o^reiTions of the moft rapturous exultai^ 
tion upon the profpcd of a foture Rerela^ 
iiotii which Ihould be made to all the 
tattd, and be received by the wbtdc hu* 
man race. This wonderAU Revelation has 
been gracioufly imparted.' Its divine claims 
have been admitted over a confiderable 
fxjrtion of Uie globe. Acceffions are dailj 
made to the number of its followers ia 
new regions and unknown climes, the- fu- 
ture feats perhaps of fcience and domi- 
nion. And the full completion of the Fro^ 
phepy: aj^eais to be mcve eafy und probable 
than the partiaV accompliinment, which 
has already taken place. Now an univer- 
fel Religion, ib fiu- from having ever been 
admitted among mankind, had not entered 
into the imagination of the moil fanguine 
and romantic fpeculatift. The ancient 
lawgivers, who were frequently the inven- 
tors of new religious fyftwns, adapted Iheia 
"each to his own polity, and neither endca* 
voured nor wiftira to extend their influence 
to independent governments, or even to 
the neighbouring kingdoms. The philo- 

' Ilaiah more particularl;^, and tbe later Propheti. 

fophers, 
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fijplicrs, who ■were the founders of ancient 
ieBst confcious of the infupcrablc difficulty 
of contrauling the varied opinions of man- 
kind at laige, did not expetf): to unite even 
thrir own countrymen in the belief of one 
common ^fyftcm of philoibphy. The Ro^ 
mans, who eilablilhed their fame upon the 
^bjugation of the perfons of all mankind, 
attempted not to deflroy their freedom 
upm jacred fubjeda ; but, fearful of the 
hazardous experiment, generally permitted 
the inhabitants of the enflaved provinces 
to preferve the reli^ous worihip, which 
they had cultivated during the period bf 
independence and fecuxity. 

In the charader of the bleiTed Jefus^ as 
.defcribed by- the Prophets, there are manjr 
circumftances of a very peculiar kind, 
1 with which no peribn haifl previoufly been 
marked, and which have never fincc dif- 
tinguilhed an human being. • His mira- 
culous ■* conception, his * refurre6tion, the 
ipirituality ? of the new covenant, and th0 

■iraiah liii. lo, n. Flalms xvi. lo, ii, et alibi, Holea 
xiii. 14. 

' Jercpusli tlxi, 31, 32, 3cc. xxxtii. 8. 

inward 
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inward efficacy of his laws, the i 
■ ' contradi(3ions in his charaiftcr, the univcr* 
fal. benefit of his* death, and the aftoniihing 
influence of the Holy ^ Spirit, with numer- . 
ous other circumftances prediiSed of himfeHi* 
and of his kingdom, were novel in their 
Jdnd, and had not even occurred to the 
iina^nation of the mod daring theoriils. 
|t . is not, perhaps, .unworthy of rcmarJt m 
tbi? part of the fubjed, that cruci6xion, 
the pecuhar kind of death .predided of the 
Meffiah in the cleareft terms by David % 
yas a mode of punifhment entirely un- 
known among the Hebrews in the days c£ 
the Fiklmift, and was £rA introduced Into 
Judea, after an interval of a thouland yeais, 
l;>y the Rpmans. . . 



It would not' be a difficult tafk to ex- 
hibit a "Variety of other inilances, in which 
the circumflances preditfled were not onij 
dillant and minute, but alfo without eit-* 
ample. But thofe, which have been al- 
ready adduced^ are abundantly liifficieot 

■ See the 5 jd chapter of Ifaiah, and the Pialnu paffim, 
fnore partkuUiijr the sjth and the iioth. 

■ Daniel ix. 26. Ifaiah liiL 4, j, 6, 8, g,t6, i». 
* Joel ii. a*— 31. * PWot «K. 16. 

for 
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for the eftabliihment of this branch of the 
argument. 

Beibie this part of the ful^e(9: is doled, 
<it may be nfeful to obferve, that the 
holy Scriptures contain numerous Prophet 
cies, which are diftinguiflied by one- or 
other, or by all the charaAeriftics, which ' 
have juft been confidered. It U not in a 
iew iblitary [H^i^lions, eztradied from a 
large coWedion, that thefe ftriking marka 
may be found. They abound univerfdiys 
They are fo numerous, and are mingled fo 
intimately together, that, like the {bus 
which fhine in the heavens, they cannot 
accurately be numbered. A fingle coinci- 
dence, even under fuch peculiar circum- 
ftances, in the infinite variety of human 
chances, might perhaps have cafually oc- 
curred : aad the ingenuity of man might 
occajionally be able, without any violent 
injury to the fenfe, plaufibly to accom- 
modate a few fditary predidions to fomc 
fucceeding^ events. But many Prophecies 
marked by fuch minute and ftriking dif- 
tindtio«8> • when faithfully accompHihed, 
exhibit irtconteftable proofs of divine p^e- 
icience, which cannot be jrcli^d. I do 
not 
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sot mean tp aJTert, tiiat la proving th& di- 
vine origin of Pn^ihecv, *numb?rs fimpljr 
imply a fupomatural agency. The falla^ 
<ious pre<Ji6tions i>£ the Pagan Oracles were 
mnwn^rafeV- T^e firftt.^ded nuracles qf 
Gag K<xm&i- church exceed all calcuJatiot^ 
-But it is maintainod by the Chriftian) that 
i,{ Pjpphecies, containing the ftrohgeft in- 
ternal evidence of a knowledge more tliai^ 
iiuman, have been frequeatly deliv»%d» 
jKirabers in fuch^a cafe becoooe a ftrong 
additioaal proof of the certainty of a di- 
vine intcrpofition. It .cannot be conceived 
pofiibk, tjiat, where there is that union <tf 
attending peculiarities, \Yhich has been al- 
ready defcribed, either chance or hutnaa 
Jflgacity can often produce fo .exaft a co- 
incidcncjs between the Prophecy and the 
cveot, by wbieh it is completed. Fre- 
quency under fuch circumftaoces tavA 
-caxry the force of dembuftration. 

But this part of thtf argument is tapable 
of a flatcment even more forcible. ,Wc may 
confidently affert, not only that in many 
i;£i:ftanoe» the. event has corrsfponded 'with 
thfi prophecy, but that atmpft every pre- 
diidoQn hasi been verified. Wi^b a lipnita- 
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tion, which is very flight, and 'which '■w^ 
fhall have occafibn to examine in a future 
<. Difcourfe, all the predictions uttered in the 
coiu^e of divine Revelation, of which the 
time of completion has pafled, and which 
conflitute almoft the whole number de-' 
livered, have received •their full accom- 
pUihment. It was the fcvcre and juft re- 
mark of the Roman philofopher upon the 
pretended divination of Heathen antiquity, 
that though ibmc of the Oracles had been 
cafually fan^oned by a feeming comple- 
tion, yet that far the greater number had 
been contraditflcd by fubfequent events. 
The charafter of Scripture Prophecy in 
this important particular rifes above all 
compariibn. ^n the facrcd Volume con- 
tEuning innumerable ' predidions, which 
from its firil publication has been generally 
conlldered through all fliblequent ages as 
the repoiitory of divine infpiration, all the 
predi^ons have been realized. It is not 
that many have iucceeded, but that not 
one has failed. 

From the prefent enquiry it appears, that 

the facrcd Writings contain a great variety 

of prcdiAionsi which were delivered long 

before 
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before their accompHfhmcnt, of the parti- 
culars of which mariy w'ere circumftan- 
tiiUy delineated, and fomc were novel in 
their kind. In numerous inftances thefe 
prcdrrtidAs wcre( appUed by the Prophets 
fheitifelves, at the liioment of delivery, 
either nominally, or by diftinguifliing cha- 
raxSeriftics, SVhich cannot be miftaken, 
each to the particular pcrlbn, place, or na- 
tion, to which the}^ we^e refpctSivdy in- 
■tcnd(id to refer. Of thofe, which are not 
fo circumftahtlal, the application is in ge- 
neral equally juft, though, perhaps, not 
equally palpable and' ftriktng. No Sdeptic 
■will be hardy enough to deny, whatever 
lie rhay fuppofe of the real intention of 
thie Prophets, that moft of them are capablt 
of being referred each to fome one particu- 
lar fiibfequent eveiit, and in gttieral to no 
other.' Now it is contended, that fuch a 
colneideftce is a proof of a divine origin. 
The fittiefs 'iMpHeS a defigii. ■ It is not in 
the courfc- of-humah' contingencies, that 
in a iingle compofition, profefledly pre- 
diftive, a great number of paffages, if they 
had really been written- without ^ny de- 
teiTOinatfr mdariirtg,' fliouM cKtrffpoAd, in 
■ * ■ '■■ ' ■ ■■ ^ -■'■' &'■-■■'"' /'•'■ ■''•a-very 
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a very exad and ftriking manner, with the 
events of future ages. 

.The celebrated leader of InfidcUty '^ in 
France, and many of the Sceptics of our 
own courttiy, have earneftly laboured to 
reduce the predi<Elions of the facred Writ- 
ings to the calculation of chances. But 
their theories have been in direct oppofi- 
tion to the common di<flates of reafon, as 
Well as to the uniform experience of all 
paft time. Let any other hiftory be taken ; 
let any coUe<ftion of pretended Prophecies 
be examined; and let a trial be made, whe- 
ther they can be forced, by the nioft vio- 
lent conftru(3ions, to correfpond in any 
degree whatever with fucceeding events. 
The enemies of Chriftianity have been at 
all times iiiliiciently ad:ive : and were it 
poflible to weaken by fuch means, even in 
the flighteft degree, the influence of the 
argument from Prophecy, the attempt 
wou)d undoubtedly have been made'. The 
Deift has repeatedly laboured to confound 
Chriftian Prophecy with the Oracles of the 

-• Sec ^hilofophy of Hiftory : articU OraeU. 

Hea- 
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Heathens. But an attack like that, which 
we are now fuppofing, even our moft dar- 
ing and Ihamelefs adrerfaries have never 
ventured to attempt. It is impoflible that 
it fhould be attended lyith the ilightell 
appearance' of illccefs^ Of an uniform 
* cor- 



' The following paiTage from Clcerti rfe DiviAatioqe 
upon the powers of, chance, though fallacioufly urg;ed as > 
proof of the divine nature of Heathen Grades, may in the 
juftefl* and fulleft fenfe be applied to the ftriking circum* 
Ranees atprefent under our confideratioii in ChrilUan PiO' 

" ^uid quxris, Cameades, cur h«c ita £ant, ant qus 
arte perfpici poflint ? Cafu, mquis. Itanevero? Quidquatit 
pMeft cafu efle faftum, qiiod omnes habet in fe numeros ve- 
ritatis ! Quatuor tali ja£li czfu Venereum ciHclunt ; num 
etiam ceiitum Venereos,!! 400 talos jeceris,cafu futurosputas? 
Ailfperfa temere pigmenta in tabula, oris liaeamcnta ejEngere 
polTunt ; num etiam Veneris Cox pulcbritudinem efiinp 
jioiTe adfperlione fbrtuita putas ? Sus roftro fi hnmi A li- 
teram impreflerit ; num propterea fii(picari poteris, Andro- 
machaiti Entiii ab ea pofle defcribi ? Fingebat Cameades^ 
in ChiurUm lapicidinis faxo difGHb caput extitiue Panifci, 
Credo, aliquam nan diflimilem fignram, fed certe non ta- 
letn, ut earn faflam i Scopa dicerea. Sle enim fe proftfto 
res habet, ut nunquam perfefle veiitatetn cafus imitetur.". 
Lib. i. fed. 13. 

Thta agreement would undoubtedly have beeo conclufive 

in lavour of the infpltation of Heathen Oracles, had all the 

predifllona been fulfilled; whereaa from the geaeral hiftoty 

of Oracles, as well as from the authority of Cicers in thU 

QZ Tcry 
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corrcfpondehce in fb many inftances, We 
need not hfifitate to affert, that where it 
Kcjfts; it cannot be the refult of acddent ; 
arid where it does not exift, it cannot, by 
the moft ingenious and laboured efforts of 
art, be plaufibly made to appear.' 

For the purpbfe of rendering the pre- 
' fent argument ftill clearer and more forci- 
■ ble, let us fuppofe that the general atten- 
tion was how for the firft time direifte^ to 
a fcries of maps, in which were marked 
out many great and fplendid citi-es, their 
gates, their temples, their palaces, and 
their caftles, their principal ftreets, the rivers 
that flow through them, and in many in- 
llances even the fmaller and more obfcure ■ 
avenues. Let it be fuppofed, that fuch a " 
colIeiSion was prefented to ' pubHc view, 
without a fingle explanatory fentence"; 
that the cdhtehts were examined by men, 
who pofleffed an extehfive knowledge of 
foreign countries; and that they unani- 
moufly agreed in applying the fcveral 

■veiy treatif:, it U evident, that they mnjl frequmily falied. - 
On the contrary, as it has been already fliewn in this Lee- . , 
ture, the Chriiliaa PropMecieS invariah^ received a comple* 

lIQI). 

mapSf 
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maps, each to fome particular metropolis: 
Ihould we not immediately conclude, that 
fuch a refemblance was intended ; that it 
coiJd not be the efFeft of chance, and that 
the' author purpofcd to defcribe the feveral 
cities, the defcriptions of which are re- 
fpcdively given ? It is not poffible that 
any reafonable enquirer can entertain a 
doubt upon the fubjeil. Such in general 
is precifely the cafe with refpeA to Jewifh 
and Chriftian Prophecy. The coincidence 
of the facred Oracles with fubfequent 
events is equally ftrlklng, bears as evident 
marks of defign, and is abundantly fuffi- 
cient to eftablilh, beyond the poffibility of 
doubt in every reafonable mind, the divine 
infpiration of the Prophets. 



OS 
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^UBKE IS NOT A MAN UPON EARTH THAT 
: CAN SHEW THE king's MATTER : THERE- 
PORE, THERE IS NO KING, LORD, NOR 
RUI.ER, THAT ASKED SUCH THINGS AT 
ANY .MAGICIAN, OR ASTROLOGER^ OHr 
CHALDEAN. 
AND IT IS A RARE THING THAT THE KING 
REaUIRETH. AND THERE IS NONE OTHER 
THAT CAN SHEW IT BEFORE THE KING^ 
EXCEPT THE GODS, WHOSE DWELLING 1$ 
NOT WITH FLESH. 

In order to prove the divine inspiration 
of the Prophets, it is indifpenfably nceei^ 
Oary to ftiew^ that the events predi<ftcd 
were of fuch a kind as to lie entirely out 
of the reach of the natural forelight of 
man. 1 have already obferved, that hu- 
man iagacity, affiftcd by long experience, 
may arrive at a very confiderable degree 
04 of 
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of excellence in difcovering confequcnceS, 
which a common mind is altogether inca- 
pable of difcerning. Let an accurate ob-, 
fcrver ftudy the paflions of man, and the 
hiftory of the human race ; let him ac- 
cuftom himfelf to trace events from their 
firft caufcs, to their moft remote effefts ; 
let him penetrate the latent policy of the 
nations which lie around him, -with the 
., power vrhich they poffcfe of grvdi^ ■ cffi» 
<acy to their defigns : — he" may at laigth 
be enaUed ibmetimes to unveil the fcenes 
of diftant times, which are concealed from 
general view, and to predift a variety of 
events, fomc of which, depending upon 
caufes fubjeft to his fpeculation,will occur in 
their prpppr feafon, and feemingly fantftion 
his preteniions to a knowledge of futurity. 
Hence the perfon moft fkilful in conjee* 
ture was reprefented by the Greek trage- 
dian ^ as moft worthy of the name of Pro- 
phet. And in the fpirit of the iamc prin- 
ciple, according to the annsJs of antiqmty> 

Thus tranllated by Cicero : 

Bene qui coDJiciet, Tateni huDc perfaibebo .optimum. 

Ue l>ivii)atione, lib. iL {e&. j. 
a ^C- 
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a ipecies of divination was fi^jpofed to ig- 
lide in Thales, the Milerian philofophei^ 
and Epimenides, the poet of Crete. Fronji 
this fource alio was probably derived the 
opinion, prevalent among ail nations, that 
incn at the approach of death are ibme- 
times endowed with the ^ft of Prophecy 
And hence the experience of age has been 
jrepzedented ^s bearing a diflant iefeni> 
blance to the {bain of the Prophet. 

The enemies of Chriftianity are fully 
Icnfible of the weight, which is due to an 
objcdion drawn from this iburcc. They 
have reprefented the iacred Writers, a? 
men endowed with a teen difcernnaent; 
and <;apable of forcfeeing very remote conr . 
fequences. They boldly fuppofe them to 
have rifqued a variety of probable predic- 
tions, ibme of which, being thus founded 
i^)oq ati intimate knowledge of the na- 
toiral courfe of human events, have been 
accompliflied ; while others, which were 
hazarded upon groundlefs conjecture alone, 
continue without application, and are fi- 
lently ncgledled. 

Too fevere a wound might be given to 
the 
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the feelings of the pious Chriftian, were I to 
lay before him the'expi-eflions of impious 
levity, with which this artful objeftion has 
been repeatedly enforced. The danger, 
however, to which our Religion is expofed 
by fuch a mode of attack, is alarming in a 
very high degree. Though the Theolo- 
gian may inftantly difcem the falfehood of 
the aflertion, the weakiiefs of the argu- 
ment, and the indecent fcurrility of the 
language ; yet the ignorant may be de- 
ceived, the gay may be dazzled by the vi- 
vacity of the thought, and the fup«ficial 
may be mifled by the fpecioufhds of an 
objcAion, the futility of which they pof- 
ftis not the ability to difcover. In this age 
of daring Infidelity, when our adveriaries, 
cafting afidc all fcnfe of decorum and 
manly ingenuoufnefs, for the fake of adapt- 
ing their objetSions to the capacities of the 
inferior orders, have proceeded in open 
-defiance of truth and honeft argument, it 
becomes us to be doubly vigilant, and not 
only to enforce the evidences of Chriflian- 
ity, but to enforce them in fuch a manner 
as may beft be calculated to oppofe the 
particular mode of attack adopted by the 
modem Sceptic. 

In 
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In order to cxpofe the futility of the 
<ibje£lion juft ftated,,it is abfolutcly ne- 
ceffaiy to prove in a variety of impor- 
tant inftances) that the events prediftcd 
by the facred Writers were removed far 
beyond the reach of human forefight, 
and could never have been fcleded/as 
fair fubjetfb of ingenious conjefture by 
impoftors. In my laft Difcourfc I en- 
deavoured to ihew, that thefe events fre- 
quently occurred in an age long fubfe- 
qucnt to that of the Prophet, were cir- 
cumftantially defcribed, were frequently 
novel, were very numerous, and aptly co- 
incided with the predidion. Through the 
following Dif«>urfe it will be my olgeft 
to prove, that, -in many of the moft im- 
portant Prophecies, the occurrences fore- 
told muft, from their peculiar charafter, be 
univer^ly and inftantly acknowledged to 
have been indifcemible during the age of 
the Prophet ; and that in others they were 
the very reverse of what a judicious de- 
ceiver, judging from the appearances be- 
fore him, would have fuppofcd likelt 

TO TlKf FLACE. 

On th(; days iniaiediately preceding the 
cru- 
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jp^cifif ion, onr blefTed Lord .<iifrlbled "itith 
clearneffi and accuracy^, whi?h n!»rly BC&ni'' 
jile the detail of the hiftorian, pnany pf ths 
snofl: me;morable circuip&anc¥Sj ivrkh whtcb 
the -tiege of Jerufakm would be attmded. 
The afionilhing forefight, which he mani!- 
&ftcd, bj defcriHng the figas, the manner, 
and the eyLa£t time of the deitrjiiflion of 
the holy city, rouft, if maturely COTifidexcd, 
overpower the jnind of the Cljriftjnn with 
wonder an^ convinS^on. But the circumT 
.fiance, which perhaps m^ft t&A\xai\y 
jraifes this preduflion above all fvf^ciQn of 
its being the refult of human fsgacity, » 
the entire deftruiSion which it neprj^enteii 
as awaiting the vaft edifiqe of the Temple. 
" Before this generatioti pafe away," faid 
the holy Founder pf jChrifti^pity, whea lie 
beheld the njagnlficisnt pile.r'' not^ane ihwiB 
ihall be left upon anotiicr.':' Ev»n if mc 
fuppofe> what muft only be fuppodjcd for 
the fake of the argument, that the cwiqueift 
of Jerufalcm could be qonjefltircd Gxxntht 
prevailing ^irit an^ circumftances .of the 
times; yet the total deftru^iqn of the 
Temple waS not the neceifary, or even the 
probable, confequence of fuch a calamitous 
jCTcnt. Its prefervacion would rsther have 
been 
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been the theme of a lagacious pretender to 
Prophecy. I will not here infift upon the 
ilrength of this fortrefs, both natural and 
artificial, which the Jewifii hiftorian has 
reprefented as on^ of the moft ** impregna- 
ble which had- ever beeft ereded iti the 
world* Even the conqueror, furveying it in 
ruins, and difcovering that it could not, if 
ftilfully defended, have been fhaken by mili- 
tary engines, nor ftormed by the moft intre- 
pid hoftj acknowledged the abfolute incom- 
petence of the human inllruments, and 
aicribed its demolition to the manifeft in- 
terference of God '. Independent!^ of theic 
confidetations, it muft have been evident, 
in 'the age of our Saviour, that, whatever 
might be the fate of the city and of its 
inhabitants, in confequence of the ftub- 
bom hoftility of the Jews, and the inve- 
terate fury of the Romans, it would be the 
common objed, both of the viftors and the 
vanquifhed, to fave this venerable building 
from dellrudlion. 

The Jews, trufting in their own mif- 
taken interpretation of the anpient Pro- 

^ Jol^bai, b. J. 14; * Jofeplius, b. vi. 43. 
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phcts, coniidcred their Temple placed un- 
der the immediate protedion of the Al- 
mighty, as fecure from mortaj violence^, 
and immoyeable as the ground on -which 
it ftood ^. So infatuated were they by this- 
blind confidence, that, when their city was 
given up for plunder to the legicms, they 
mflied, fecurc ,of fafety, into the burning, 
ifles of the" Sanctuary, and thousands pc-- 
liihed in the ruins. 

If ,wc examine the armals of the Ro- 
mans, we ihall difcover, that, during the 
period of their grandeur and profperity, 
which long preceded the fall of Jerufalemy 
when the fpirit of rtvalfliip no longer pre- 
vailed, which iti the earlier ages of the re- 
public had occalioned the deftrudion o^ 
' Corinth, Carthage, and Numantia, it was 
the cuftom of that great people to pre- 
ferve entire the ftupendous monuments of* 
their victories. The chief cities of the 
conquered kingdoms were permitted to 
flourifli as tributaries of Rome. The 
■works of elegant art alone, with which 
they were enriched, were carried away to , 

* Phiio de Monaicli, p. 8ai. Vil. Mof. ii. p, 6^6. 

grace 
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grace the triumph of the. general, and 
adom the capital of the empire. Thus 
Alexandria, the emporium of Egypt ; A- 
thens, the feat of fcience ; and the fplendid 
and opulent cities of Afia Minor, continued 
entire after their fubjugation, and con- 
tributed to the glory and profpcrity. of 
their conquerors. In addition to the above 
argument, let it be Fcmembered, as anq- 
ther ftrong reafon for the probable preferv- 
ation of the Temple, that it was the-uni- 
form policy of the Romans to refpedl the 
religious prejudices of the conquered coun- 
tries. So accommodating were their max- 
ims of universal toleration, that within thq, ■ 
regions of Paleftine, in cotnpliance with 
the wifiics of its inhabitants, they even 
lowered their imperial eagles, and defifted 
from their defign of ereAing the ftatue of the 
Emperor in the fanduary of Jehovah. So 
powerful was the influence of this princi- 
ple among their commanders, at the pe- 
riod of which we are fpeaking, that the 
illuftrious chief, who conduced the liege 
of Jerufalem, manifefted a moft ardent 
anxiety for the prefcrvation of the Tem- 
ple. At the commencement of his mi- 
litary operations, he repeatedly Iblicited 
the 
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the Jews to iave the inagniiicent build- 
ing; and again, at the ftorming of the 
city, when a brand had been thrown within 
the pile by the hand of a foldier, he in- 
ftantly commanded his legions to cxtin- 
guilh the flames. It was natural, there- 
fore, to fuppofe, that, even under the mofl 
extraordinary and defperate circumftances, 
they would be jnduced, in conformity with 
their ufual principles of toleration, to prt- 
ferve the Temple of Jerufalem. ' 

From thefe confiderations it muft ne- 
ceffarily be inferred, that to a Jew, during 
the reign of Tiberius, the demolition of 
that iacred edifice muil have appeared ab- 
iblutely impoffible : and, even if its poffi- ■ 
bility had been, admitted, that its demoli- ' 
tion by a Roman " army muft have ap- 
peared fingularly improbable, as that peo- 
ple fceme'd to be engaged by the ftrongcft 
motives to "favour its prcfcrvation. 

In paffing from the confideration of ,fin- 

" * The Romans ware marked out with % coDf><]erable de- 
gree pf precifenefa by our Saviour : and it was evident, that 
they were the only people in the world lilcely to contend 
with the Jews before the palSng away of that generation. 
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gle edifices to that of the imperial cities, our 
aftoniftiment win be ftill more powerfully 
excited, by the extraordinary fubjeib of 
fome predi<?tions fo oppofi.te to thofe, which 
an impoftor would have been induced to 
fclecS. When Nineveh and Babylon^ thofe 
mighty feats of empire, the pride of early 
ages,, and the. wonder of all- fucceeding 
times, had advanced to the higheft ftate of 
greatnels and fplendour, the moft ftriking 
piftures were drawn by the Prophets of 
their overthrow and defolation. The entire 
deftruftion of two cities eminently the moft 
formidable which have ever appeared in the 
world, was in the higheft degree improba- 
ble. Much, undoubtedly, may be conjee- 
turfed by the fpeculative mind, from a 
knowledge of the revolutions of empires, 
and of the inftabillty of human gran- 
deur : but vaft capitals, overflowing ^ith 
inhabitants, and enjoying dominion over a 
confiderable portion of the earth, muft 
have appeared to the fpcftator, who gazed 
in aftoniftiment upon them, to be ex- 
empted from the general lot, and to be 
raifed above the reach of fortune and por- 
tal decay. 
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In thofe early periods of fbcicty* the 
Prophet could not have been emboldened 
by iimilar examples, collefled from the 
varied hiftories of nations. Cities, poflefled 
of fmall power, and of a limited territory, 
might, in the time of the Prophet, have 
been fubverted in war, or have lilently 
funk into ruin : but no inftance had then ' 
occurred, in which the metropolis of a 
mighty empire, or even of a great king- 
dom, had been rooted tip from its founda- 
tions, and had totally difappeared from the 
earth. 

Even had the Prophets been ^fted with 
a knowledge of the fortunes of all the , 
great cities, which were in future to ap- 
pear, they would by no means have found, 
that they all terminated in that complete 
dcftrudiori, with which Nineveh and Ba- 
bylon were threatened. Though fpoiled of 
th«r grandeur, and deprived of their autho- 
rity, they have generally continued to cxift, 
and have exhibited, even in their fallen ftate, 
the monuments of their former magnifi- 
cence. Athens, Alexandria, and Conftan- 
tinople; Bagdat, the pride of the Saracens; 
and Rome, the miftrefs of the world; thefc, 
and 
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and many other places, once fplendid and 
glorious, have furirived the empires, over 
which they prefided, and ftill occupy the 
rank of cities. 

But whatever may be the final condi- 
tion of great capitals in general, the pecu- 
liar character of Nineveh^ and Babylon 
muft have appeared to exempt them from 
the common doom. Their vaft extent, 
the means of annually -nufing a great ftore 
of provifions within their circumference,, 
the enormous height and bulk of their 
, ^tes, towers, and walls, and the gigantic 
■ appearance of their facred edifices j all thefe 
feemed to give them means of duration 
eminently beyond what have been enjoyed 
by any other city. They appeared to be 
rooted, like mountains, to the ibil, and to 
be unmovcable but by fome violent con- 
vulfion of nature. Under thefe peculiar 
circumftances, how oppofite to all, which 
human artifice would have -uttered, were 
the exprcffions of the Prophets, which 
doomed thofe cities to complete and final 
dcftruition ! 

Though this total demolition was an 
H 2 event. 
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event, which no man could reafonably ex- 
pert ; yet the particular ipecics of ruin, 
which was predifted to Babylon, muft have 
appeared even more .improbable. They 
were both fituatqd upon the iide of great 
rivers ; yet the defolation foretold to the 
one was of that peculiar fpecies, which is 
ocCafioned by the overflow of waters ; and 
that of the other was entirdy independent 
of the ftream, by which its walls were 
wafhed. Ia exad conformity with the 
expreffions of the Prophet, the ' traveller 
now wanders in vain along the banks of 
the Tigris, in fcarch of the ruins of Ni- 
neveh : whilil within the broken arches 
and rifted, walls of Babylon s, buried in 
filth, and loathfome with infcftion', where 
the foot , of man feldom treads, the deadly 
ferpehts hifs, and the owl and the bittern 
. inhabit. There the Arabian never pitches 
his tent, nor does the fhepherd make his 
fold : but wild bcafts of the ifland cry in 
the dciblate houfes, and dragons in the 
pleafant palaces. And let it be remem- 
bered, that the means, without which 

^ Mahum i, 8, 9. ii. 11. 

E llaiah xx. 26, 2ij aa. Jeremiah 1, 39, ' 

this 
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this city could not have been reduced to 
its prefent peculiar fta^ of ruin, muft havei 
been placed entirely out of the reach of 
human forefight. It was occafioned by an 
eijterprize perhaps the moft wonderfiil 
which hiftory records, the turning of a 
great river from its channel, and the dc- 
pofition of its waters in a Vaft Artificial 
bafon. The ftream was never again con- 
fined entirely ^i-ithin its natural bed ; and , 
the ,vap6u"ts engendered by its ftagnation 
in the ' iurrounding plains and marflie^t, 
drove away "the ficliening inhabitants* and 
thus gradually dispeopled the city. 

If the corfiplete tod laftlng dcfoladon 
of a great city cannot' be forcfecn by hu- 
man fagacity, ftill greater muft be the dif- 
ficulty of foretelling the permanent de- 
bafement of a powerful and extenfive ter- 
ritory. Yet Ezekiel declared, in the moft 
exprefs terms, that the kingdom of Egypt 
fliould no more be governed by its own 
native princes, but fliould fmk for ever 
into the bafeft and moft fervile condition. 
More than two thoufand years have now 
clapfed fince this Prophecy was delivered 
to the world. The fortune of kingdoms 
H 3 bears 
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bears a ftiikifig refemblance to the for- 
tune of individuals. The iiiii5hiations of 
adverfity and profpcrity niay be equally 
obferved in both. There is not, perhaps, 
6 Ipot upon the globe, of whi<^, look- 
ing down throtigh the long fucceffion 
o£ time, and contemplating the capricious 
feverfes of fortune, we might venture to 
declfire iuch a continued humiliation, as 
that which the Prophet pronounced againft 
Egypt. Even the unfruitful marfhes of 
Bativia have rifen to opulence, diftin^on, 
and power. While upon the fmall and 
barren illandsin th& Adriatic, whole tops 
fcarcely rife above the waters, the Vene- 
tians ere<Sed a power once formidable 
throughout the wprid', which the united 
efforts of nearly all the moft powcrfiil na- 
tions of Europe were unable to fhake. 

But of all the countries of the world,- 
^Igypt, in the age of Ezekiel, was that, upon 
which it was peculiarly improbable, that 
the hard conditio^ of unceafing fcrvitude 
fhould be impofed. There the human 
mind had made fome o£ its earlieft and moft 
aufpicious efforts. It was long the gene- 
ral opinion, that there the laws of ibcicty 
:. had 
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had been difcorered> and the fbunt^ns of 
^encB opened. Though the refearchcs of 
the modem fcholar.into Indian antiquities 
may at length induce us to liippt^e, that 
the inhabitants of a more eaftem country 
are juftly entitled to the honour of many 
of thofe ufelul difcoTeiies, which have hi- 
therto been afcribed to the E^ptians ; yet 
Unquestionably .that ingenious people were 
ypry early diitinguiflied by an ardent ipirit 
ef enterprize, and. a peculiar happinefs of 
invention. The ftupendous monuments 
of art, which ftill lie fcattcred over the 
bank& of the Ki\t, attefl the vaftnefs of 
their deiigns, and the extent of their power. , 
The , earlieft profeflcH^s of literature, and 
the firi); founders of civil polity in Europe, 
and in^the more weftem provinces of Afia, 
travelled into Egypt, and there acquired a 
knowledge of the fundamental principles 
of fcience and government, which, at their 
return to their refpedive countries, they 
advanced to a very high degree of perfec- 
tion ; and thus moft eflentially contributed 
to the <Hnnament and dignity of human 
Ufe. 

But if we omit the confideration of , 
thefe advantages, which muft be acknow- 
H 4 Icdged 
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Icdged to be traii£ent» though experience 
had not then, even in a iingle -^inftance^ 
diicovered their inftability, Egypt was pof- 
fefled .of natural resources, tvhieh could' 
-ieldom fail, and which feMned to promife* 
a continuance o£ Independence, wealth,: 
and power. The fituation of the country* 
was fmgularly calculated to defend it againil:< 
the attacks of foreign invaders. Surroundet^ 
almoft entirely either ' by ieas, or by a' 
vaft expanfe of defertsy it might eafilybc 
gendered impenetrable to the inroads of 
hoftile armies, except in the narrow ifth- 
mus, which connects it with Palefline and' 
Syria. Befides, the uncommon friiitfiilneisy 
occafioned by the inundations of the Nile^ 
which might determine the iirft founders 
pf this kingdom in their choice of a terri- 
tory, which afterwards rendered her the 
granary of Rome, and which, in later ages, 
Jms often refcued Europe from the dreary 
appreheniions of famine ; — this imcommon 
fruitfulnefs, 1 fay, promifed to fecure the 
country, which it enri<;hed, from poverty,"- 
bafenefs, and fubjeAion. Agriculture, foc- 
cefsfully promoted, is one of the moft cer- 
tiun prefcrvatives of national independence. 
Yet after a long courfe of grandeur, before 
, any fympton) of decline appeared, in con- 
tradiftion 
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tradition to the general fluftuation of em- 
pire, in cotrtradiftion to the ftrong cx- 
pcdation, which would naturally be cnter- 
tmned, from the fuccefsful progrefs of ci- 
vilization and the arts ; in contraditflion to 
the peculiar improbability ariling from the 
natiual adv^tages of Htuation^ and thd' 
extraordinary fertility of the foil; Ezekiel 
pronoiuiccd that the kingdom,'* Ihould be. 
the bafeft of kingdoms ; and that ' there 
ihould be no more a prince of the land of 
Egypt. The event has exaftly correfponded 
with the predidion. The Egyptians have 
fucceSively iiink iinder the domiftion of 
the Bal^lonians and the Perfians, of Ma- 
cedon and Rome. When the laft ^eat 
empire was diflblved, and many of the tri- 
butary provinces arofc out of- its ruins to* 
freedom and importance, Egypt did but 
change her tyrants. She groaned through 
many ages under the oppreiTion of the 
Grreek emperors, of the Saracens, and even 
of the fervile Mamalukes. In our own 
times, we have feen her an inglorious ob- 
jeft of contention between foreign inva- 
ders, and foreign ufurpers ; and (he is now 

^ -Ezekiel utix. 15, ' Ezekiel xxie. 15: 

preparcd 
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pr^>arpd to yield herfelf, a y/iak. and igno- 
ble pfQvirfpe, ^ccondlHg to tbo decinoa <^ 
diftant king(|oins, whc^e interefts ore in- 
Tolred in her &rtunes. 

To prcdtdt: the difcriminating charsc-s 
twAKs of tho inhalntants of a large terri' 
tory, which would be iindiangeahle thnm^ 
aU fiiturc tioM, mv^, tf polfible, lie iiil)> 
iwrther oat c^ the reach of human ability, 
. than to foretel thek endlefs ful^efttcoi. 
Thi« ilrong proof of divine infpiration a 
ftrikingly exbilnted in the Prophecy deli- 
Yerod xefpe^ngthc defcendanta of I^. 
mael. Even when a poojJc htve unved 
at maturity, and have ^fplayed jthe &f- 
tinguifliing features of their naticHi^ cha-i 
rafier, it is impoiiible to foresee, that thoio 
features will for ever remain unaltered. 
The great map of the world, even upoa a 
fuperjficial {urvey, will fu^lj us with.focci- 
ble evidence of the raftmeis of fiich an at- 
tempt. The countries, which it brings 
within our view, will recal to our immc- 
,diate recoUeftion the varieties of charafter/ ' 
through which their inh^itants have fe- 
vcrally paffed. The vafl: continent of A- 
merica is gradually undergoing an eo^re ' 
change^ 
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change, in confequence of the difcovcriea 
of Columbus. The Europe of the ancient 
world differs aa widely from the Europe 
<rf" the prefent age, as the haughty and 
oppreffive principle of republican Rome, 
from the meek and benevolent Ipirit of 
Chnfiianity. The vales and mountains of 
Greece, once the ieat of freedom, elegance, 
jkxid the arts, are now ignobly tenanted by a 
race of Hothful and willing Haves. 

If" then wc arc compelled, by the force 
of general experience, to allow, that the 
permanence of any peculiarities alreadjr 
exiiHng among a people can not be forcr 
ieen even with the flighted degree of cer- 
tainty, we fhall be obliged to acquiefce in^ 
the divine origin of the Prophecy now un- 
der coniideration, which was deUvered un- 
. der circumftances fingularly unfavourable 
"to fuch a fcweknow ledge. Before this pe- 
culiar caft of national charader had b<^uQ - 
to difplay itfelf, before the child was bom, 
-from whom the nation was to fprtng, it 
■was clearly and ftrikingly delineated. 

The very charaderiftics, it -may further 

be urged, were Angular Irt their kind ; and 

have 
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have not fince been paralieled in 'the annals 
of hiftory. The Arabians were to be a 
■Wandering and ^ unfettled people ; they 
were never to be lubjeft to a foreign yoke; 
and they were to be at conftant enmity 
■with all mankind. If, therefore, we were . 
difpofed to allow, that, in the greater num- 
ber of inftances, the national chara<Ser con- 
tinues- unvaried through the revolutions of 
ages, {till it was in the. higheft degree im- 
probable, that fuch diftinftions as thofe, by 
which the Arabs are marked, would un- 
ceaiingly remain ; and it is an aWbhite ab- 
furdity to fuppofe, that their continued 
duration could have becn-forefeen by the 
natural penetration of a theoriil:, before 
,they had, even begua to exifl. 

The region inhabited by the Arabs is 
not remote or infiilated, feparated from fo- 
cial life, and therefore exempt from the ' 
■ influence, which naturally refults from in- 
tercourfe with other countries. It is fi- 
tuated in that -portion of the globe, in 
which fodety originated, and the firft 
kingdoms were formed. The greatefl: em- 
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pires- of the world arofe and fell around 
them. They have not been fecludcd from 
correfpondence with foreign nations, and 
thus attached through ignorance and pre- 
judice to fimple and primitive manner^. 
In the early periods of hiftory they were 
united as alHes to the moil. powerful mo- 
narchs of the Eaft : under their victorious 
Prophet they once carried their arms over 
the moH tx)nfiderable kingdoms of the 
earth : through many fucceeding ages, the 
caravans of the merchant, and the compa- 
nies of Mahometan pilgrims, pafled regu- 
larly over their dcferts : even their reli- 
gion has undergone a total change. Yet 
all thefe circumftances, which, it' might 
be fuppofed, would have fubducd the moft 
liubbom prejudices, and altered the moft 
inveterate habits, have produced no effeft 
upon the Arabs, and they ftill prefcrve un- 
impaired a moft ex3L& refemblance to the 
£rft defcendants of lihmael. 

Their habits of life, far from inducing 
the furrounding nations to leave them to 
a peaceable enjoyment of their native wild- 
neis and independence, muft have con- 
ftantly awakened a general fpirit of refent- 
ment. 
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ment, and given birth to rombinations 
ixioft dangerous to their fecurity. Exclu- 
iive of the love of glory and empire, vrhich 
would prompt the more ambitious fove-' 
reigns to annex Arabia to their dominions, > 
it muit have been the common cauie of 
kings and of people, to reduce to fubjec-t 
tion, or utterly to extirpate, a race of law- 
leis' and daring wanderers, who coniidered 
thcmfcives as leleafed from the opera- 
tion <rf" the eftablifhed laws of focial life, 
and arro^ted the right of violence and 
plunder, as an heritage bequeathed to them. 
from heaven. They were not therefor^ 
negleifted or dcfpifcd. The moft illuibrious 
conquerors of the world marched their ar- 
mies againft them. But in vain was their 
iubjcAion attempted by the Egyptians, the 
Ailyrians, and the Ferlians, when in the . 
meridian of their power. Alexander, after 
fubduing the kingdoms of the Eaft, vras 
preparing an expedition againft them, when 
his death intercepted the defign. Five 
times did the Roman lemons, condut^ed 
by their moft senowned generals ' and em- 
perors, attempt to reduce Arabia to a tri- 



' Luculltu, Pompey, JEHm Gating, Trajan, Sevenis: 
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butaty proTinoe : and five times did they 
xeturn unfucceisfbt fronf th6 dcferts, and 
leave the Arabs free. This uniform failure 
muft not be attributed to human cauifes 
alone. Large armies have frequently lub- 
fifted nithin their hot and ^dy j^ains, 
which are intcrfperfed with rich and moft 
deli^tfiil Ipots, where the fount^n and 
the grove of palm afford ftiade and refrefti- 
ment to the exhauiled foldier. But the 
expeditions were fruil:rated, fometimes by 
unezpetfted revolutions amoiig their ene- 
miesrand Jbmetimes by the moft tremefi- 
dous tnterpoiition of heaven "*. And to the 
divine InffHrer alone, the Lord of heaven 
and earth, can we attribute this anomaly 
in the ftate of foctety, the work of his 
power, as well as the fubjeA of his Pro- 
phecy, which it is equally impoffible that 
human ability Ihould produce, or human 
wifdom forefee. 

But the Oracles of God do not refer to 
individual kingdoms alone ; they include 



■ Particulariy in the ezpeditiona conduced by Trajan 
Mid Scvenu. S« Dionyf, Htft. lib. Ixviii. p. 78J. lib. \ixr. 
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\vithin their comprchcnfivc fcheme thd 
fortunes of the greatell empires of the 
world. Thofe, which were given for this 
momentous end, are diftinguiihed by a 
ftriking lingukrity in the mode of. their 
delivery. The Prophet not only uttered 
the predi(^ion, but fubjoined the interpre- 
tation. This circumftance> added to the 
peculiar cleameis of the expreflions, has 
caufed the writings of Daniel to bear a 
nearer r?lemblancc to JHiftory than to Pro« 
phccy, and has induced fome bold and fu- 
perficial unbelievers, unwarr^tably to con- 
demn them, as the' forgeries of an. age iub- 
iequent to the refpeftive events. 

The four great empires of the world, 
with the triumphant ftate of Chriftianlty, 
weVe clearly and ftrongly pourtraycd. We 
Ihall be (ilent refpeding the £ifi and ie- 
cond empire. The Babylonian had. reached 
the fummit ofv profperity in the age. in 
which the Prophecy was delivered : and 
the Persian, by. which it was overthrown* 
iiicceeded after fo fhort an interval of time, 
that its rifing fortune may be fuppoied to 
have been difcernible by a iagacious politi- 
cal obfer\ er. i 

In 
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In the age of Daniel* which preceded 
the conquefts of Alexander more than two 
hundred years, Maiccdon was a Imall and 
Uncivilized kingdom, iituated amidft wilds 
and mountains, undreaded and imknown. 
It was notdillinguiihed among the nations 
of the world by military valour, fupcriority 
of inten^al policy, or a national fpirit of 
-enterprizc. It had not even obtained a 
name among the Grecian ftates : nor had 
thoft ftatcs, upon whofc ruins it afterwards 
arofe, advanced far in* the attainment of 
that greatnefs, which for a time -flione forth 
with fuch uncommon brightnefs. 

In the age of Daniel, Rome could fcarcely 
be ranked Among cities. It was a mean 
and unimportant town, placed in a remote 
and uncivilized quarter of the globe, the 
name of which had not reached the im- 
perial court of Babylon. She was expofed 
to conftant wars witH the petty ftates 
around her, in each of which . her very ex- 
iftence. was endangered. Long did ihe 
continue to ftruggle humbly in Italy, and 
.even centuries elapfed before Ihe toolc her 
flight above the nations, and foared to 
fame and empire. 
. . , I ; five 
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Five hundred ycofs after the age of Da- 
niel, ft perfbftbge, who, uniting in a mira- 
culous rtianiMir the divine and human na- 
ture, has beeif regarded through all fuc- 
«beding times as the everlasting Son of the 
high God, bom in an obfcure village, of an 
ol^curc territory, poffeffed of no human 
means of attra<?litm, and iupported by no 
earthly authofity, promulgated a new Reli- 
gion, and difplayed iigns and mighty won- 
ders. Though hewasdefpifedand rejeded by 
his counttynKd, and> after a ihort miniftiy, 
was cut off by an ignominious death; yet 
his Religion, triumphing at length over all 
oppofition, overthrew the altars of poly- 
thcifm ; while the temples of the God, 
■whcrfe will he revealed, were erefted 
throughout all the faireft provinces of the 
globe. 

Now it cannot be conceived poflible, 
that any caufca. favourable to the {^opaga- 
tion of Ghriftiatiity fiould have been fub- 
■jeft to the obfervation of the ftophet. 
Thou^ hiunan affairs were undoubtedly 
fo difpofed by divihe WilBom, as peouUarly 
to favour its foccef^l progrcft; yet they 
could not, it is prefumed, havt been Ten>> 
dered 
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dercd efFcftivc, except in conjundion -with 
thofe miraculous powers, which were ac- 
tually dilplayed. And it may with truth 
be averted, that in the age immediately 
preceding its life, and even at the time 
when its divine Founder firii aj^eared 
among mankind* no appearances could be 
diicerned, which to an uninfpired mind 
would afford the flighteft prclage of the 
crtraordinary event about to be accom- 
pliihed. No intimation of it could be dii^ 
covered, except in the writings , of , the in- 
Ipired Prophets, and in general rumour 
vague and fallacious^ the confequence ,of 
erroneous explications of their meaning. 

Yet in the age of Daniel were clearly 
-predi^od thefe three changes in the afl^irs 
of "mankind, the moft momentous which 
hiftory records. The charafteriftics, __ fay 
which they were rcfpcdivcly diftinguilhcd, 
were accurately, delineated ; and the order, 
in which they fucceffively arole, was faith- 
fully defcribed. The figures, under which 
the atehievcments of Alexander were re- 
pxefented, point out the. rapidity of his 
conquelis. the univerfality of his domi- 
nion,, xuid the quadruple diviiion of his 
I 3 ' ■ empire 
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empire among his favourite chiefs., Rome 
was depiiSed by the difierence of lis go- 
vernment from that of the preceding em- 
pires, by its greatnefs, and by its terrible 
and iiTcliftiblc power in war, by the fub- 
jugation of the nations under its Iron yoke, 
and by its proud ,rule over the whole 
globe. Chriflianity was defcribed as fi- 
Icntly emerging without the aid of human 
policy, hoiy and fpiritual in its nature, 
extending over all nations, and enduring 
through all time. 

Weak, indeed, muft be the Sceptic, 
Wjho, after a candid inveftigation of- the 
fu^eft, ftiall afcribe to the natural pene- 
tration of the human mind fuch a fore- 
knowledge of the greateft kingdoms and 
of their eharaderiftic differences. Let the 
boideft and moft fubtle fpeculator ftand 
forth, and take the next thouland j^ars for 
the wide £eld of his Prophecies, . Let hin^ 
■ foretel the grandefl and moft furpriiing re- 
' volutions, which will occur during that 
period, in the importance of which alt 
other events, are fwallowed up and loft : 
let the principles, and the agents, by which 
they ftiall be efte^ed, be fuppofed to be 

at 
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at this moment entirely concealed from his 
knowledge : let the order in which they 
, fiiall arife, and the diftingui thing features 
by which they Ihall be chara<ileHzed, be 
accurately ponrtrayed :' let the firll empire, 
to be founded upon the ruins of the moft 
flourilhing monarchies of the earth, be 
predicted as about to come forth, not from 
the bofom of civilized fociety, from a po- 
pulous territory, or a powerful kingdom, 
but from feme rude and mountainous 
country, remote from the refidence of the 
ipeculator, and now obfcurely known : let 
the fecond empire, the future rhiftrefs of 
the world, be dcftined to arife, when the 
firft fhall have pafled away, from feme dif- 
tant and unimportant town, the' name of 
■which has not yet reached our Ihores : let 
the third revolution, far the moft remarkable 
both in its nature and its duration, ?ind un- 
paralleled in the annals of all paft'ages, be 
filently effected by a poor and humble in- 
dividual, wandering among linfocial and 
bigotted tribes, the members of which are 
r^arded with contempt by the inhabitants 
of civilized regions : let the Sceptic, I, fay, 
fubmit to our obfervation fuch a map o£ 
fature hiftory, in which the events rcctwded 
13 are 
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arc few, fimple, and in the higheft degree 
important ; and let but one obferver, pof- 
fefTed of cool and djfpaffionate judgment, 
mainbun, either that future occurrences fi> 
lingular and momentous, the caufes of 
which have yet fcarcely begun to operate, 
■with all their moft diftinguifliing pecu- 
liarities, can be brought to our knowledge 
by the happieft effort of human wisdom, 
or that, when boldly conjeftured, it lies 
within the compafs' of our ideas refpefting 
the nature of human . contingencies, that 
they flsall all really take place in the prc- 
cife order, with the feveral peculiarities, 
and to the full extent predicted : let but 
one difpaffionate obferver be^ found, who 
ihall maintain either of thefe pofitions, 
and wx may almoft venture to declare, 
that we will forego our belief in facred 
Prophecy, and no longer exalt the predic- 
tions of Sion above the frantic eifiifions of 
Heathen Oracles, or the wild conjetSiures of 
Heathen Augury. > 

But the fpirit of Prophecy was once 
manifeftcd on an occafion even more lin- 
gular perhaps than any, which has already 
been confidered. It forefhewed the future 
cxiftencc 
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• eziftence of a fpiritual tyranny the moft 
extraordinary, to which the ambition and 
ingenuity of man have ever ^ivcn birth. 
I Oiall be pardoned, I truA; for repeating the 
defcription of this grange and mofl formi* 
dable power. In the fixth century before 
Chrift, and again in more exprefi terms 
during the age immediately fubfequent to 
his appearance, it was predicted, that, at a 
idiftant period ", when the Roman empire, 
then triumphant over the world, ihbuld 
fall into decay, a power", the name of 
which was hieroglyphically fpeeified, fhould 
axife from its ruins, and fix p its ftat c«f 
dpminion in the ancient capital of the 
world ; that this power fhould be founded 
in the myftery of iniquity, and exhibit 
that prodigy in the moral and political 
world, which the Prophet emphatically de- 
nominated the Man of Sin ; that it fliould 
impofe upon the credulity of its followers, 
by flagrant falfehoods, and an abandoned 
profligacy of deceit ; that it fliould alte* 
the courfe of fociety, and even abrogate 
the laws of nature, by forbidding both 
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^ marriage and the ufe of meats; that it 
fhould fupport its ufurped author!^ by the 
moft relentlefs • cruelty, by deluging ' its 
cxteniive territories with the blood of its 
enemies, or by driving * them forth, help- 
Icfs and hopelefs* from all 'the comforts 
and charities of ibcial life ; that it fliould 
* implouily. lay claim to a fupcmatural in- 
fluence, and fubdue the untutored mind 
by pretended adS of Omnipotence ; that> 
deviating from the pure and fimple wor- 
fiiip of the firfl; Chriftians, it fhould intro- 
duce "idolatry" and the do<5lrine of demons; 
and, negleSing the mediation of the ever 
blcffcd Jefiis, Ihould fupplicate the divine 
Power through the intervention of departed , 
.mortals ; that it fhould carry up its blaf- 
^phemous prctcnfions' to an height, which 
it is fcarcely pc^ible to, contemplate with- 
■ out feelings of awful appreheniion, ihould 
arrogate the incommunicable attributes 
and omnipotent authority of the Supreme 

1 I Timothy iv. 2. 

' Daniel vii. 21, aj. Revelations ivii, 6. xviii. 24. 

• Revelations xiii, 16, 17. 

' a Theflalonians ii. 9, 10. Revelationg xiii, 13, 14. 
■ I Timothy iv, i. Daniel tu. 38. 

* Daniel vii. 35. li, 315. a Thefljlonians ii. 4. 

Being, 
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Being, and, feated in his hallowed temple, 
fliew itfclf to an idolizing world, as the " 
eternal an'd incomprehenfible God, the 
Lord of heaven and earth ^ : and laftly, 
that, having tynmnized more ;thaa twelve 
hundred years over the minds as well as ■ 
pcrfons of the greateft portion of the 
Chriftian world, it Ihouli fall at -length 
into decay, and be ^delivered over to con- 
demnation and endlcfs perdition. 

Such are the features of the Papacy, 
than which no fyftem could have been 
devifed, more unlikely to arifc from a 
perverfion of the do^rlnes and fplrit of 
the Gofpel. Though, in the Apoftolic age, 
to a prophetic eye the fatal power was 
then fliewn to be working ; yet by un- 
affifted human reafon the dawn of fuch a 
tyranny could not furely be difcerhed. 
The imagination could fcarcely have con- 
ceived one more inconfiftent with the fpot*- 



r Compare"! Theflaioniana n. 4. with Bifliop Newton's 
account of the adoration paid to the ncw-elefled Pope. 
" ^em creani, adorant" was the inrcription ufed on the 
medals of Martin V, See Newton's Diileriations on the 
prophecies. Diff. txv. 

' Daniel vii. 35. Kevelations xix. 19, 3o. 
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leis and unafluming cbaratfler of primitive 
Chriftianity. Had the ingenuity of man, 
^culating upon the corruptions by -which 
cTcn the pureft gifts of divine benevolence 
are ■ liable to be deformcdj been employed 
during thofe early times in .divining the 
probable perveriions, to ■which Chriftianity 
■would be fubjctft in its progrels through 
a vicious world, he would not furely have 
been induced to predi*^ the- proud pomp 
of fuperftition, nor the arrogance and ty- 
ranny of predominating power, not the 
impious pretenlions of an aiTumed divinity. 
With much greater probability might he 
have apprehended the temporary preva- 
lence of that lawless fplrit, of that equal 
■diftribution of property, and of thofe viiion- 
ary plane of fociety. Which gave diftnrb- 
■ance to fome' parts of Germany at the 
period of the Reformation, and were the 
^bjeifts of dangerous fpeculation in our own 
country- during the civil diffenfions of the 
laft century. Let me not be fuppofed t6 
inAnuate, that our pure and hcAy Reli- 
gion a^rds the flighted fan<ftion or coun- 
tenance to fuch deftruftive prindples. No. 
It marks thcrn with decifivc and unquali^ 
£cd djfepprobatjon. I wifli merely to ob- 
serve, 

C,.;,l,ZD^byC00^lc 
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ftrve, that, from the peeuliar ' nature <tf 
fome of the original dodrines of Chriffian* 
ity, and from the probabid etFcil of their 
operation upon corrupt or fanatical minds^ 
fuch a fpccies tJf abuie was more likely 
than any other to arife. Hence it is rea- 
(bnable to fuppofe, that an impoftor would 
naturally have fele^ed this particular kind 
of pcrv'crfion, as the moft proper fubjeft of 
conjefture. But the real' Prophets werfc 
filent upori this part of the fubjeft ; and 
difplayed liieir eloquence in . defcribing 
events, the pdffilMUty of- whicli could 
Scarcely- have been " admitted,' till it wm 
fcnfibly demonftratcd l^ their occurrence. 

From the whole tenor of the i^eceding 
Diftourfe, it appears, that, in many of the 
moft momentous inftances, the events forc- 
fliewn were not only dl in the higheft degree 

IMPROBABLE, but foplC the VCiy KEVERSE 

of thofe, which might naturally have been 
expedied from the general courfc of hu^ 
man affairs, or the peculiar charafter of 
circumftances, as they Cjdfted in the age of 
the Prophet. To afcribe therefore fuch a 
prcfcience of the Prophets to a mere fpirit 
of conjefture, or to confider the comple- 
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tion of their prcdidions as the fortiwiate 
coincidence of clrcum'ftances, appears to be 
an.ai£t of grofs igiorafnce, of obftinate blind- 
pefs»'or of wilful perverfuKi of the truth. 

- Let it .not" be ima^ned that itiftances 
iUuftrative of the argument ore rare, and 
thitt thofe', which I have now adduced, can 
alone be difcovered among the numerous 
predi^ions of the- Old and New Tefta- 
ment. I have expatiated more fiilly upon 
thofe fpw, for the fake of esciting the cU- 
jiofity of the ihqulfitive, ; and of inducing 
theni'; to Contemplate Prophecy at large, 
with a reference:' to the partiqular propofi- 
tion, which I have now endeavoured to 
confirm. When attention has once been 
awakened, numerous predi<Sions will pre- 
ient themfelves, by which the truth of the 
pofition will be amply illuftrated. 

What but divine infpiration could have 
inftruded Noah in that intimate know- 
ledge of futurity, by which he forefaw * 
the unceafing fervitude pf the dcfcendaHts 
of his three fons ? 



» Genefisix. aj, a6, 4?. ' ' 
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What but divine infpiration could have 
enabled the favoured Patriarch to mark, 
with fuch precision, thofe difcriminating 
and feemingly inconfiftent circumftances 
in the future fortunes of his two fons, Ja- 
cob ^- and Efau ; that the elder ftiould de- 
light in war and violence, and yet be fub- 
je<S to the yoimger ? 

What but the forefight of God could 
have conceived the poffibility, and yvhat 
but the illuminating fpirit of God could 
have excited in Balaam the opinion, that 
the Ifraelites, a people entirely unknown to 
the Prophet, ftiould, in oppofition to every 
principle of national policy, and to fome 
of the ftrongeft inclinations of the human 
heart, always dwell ' alone, in a feparate 
and peculiar flate of fociety ? 

What but the over-ruling influence of 
divine Wlfdom could have impreffed upon 
his mind the final extin^ion ^ of the Ama- 
lekites, and efpccially at that particular fea- 
ion, in which they were confidered evert 



•" Genefisxxvii. 40. 
* Numben xxiv, aa. 
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by himfelf as die £rll> the moil ancient* 
and the moft powerful among the nations, 
-vrhlch inhabited that part of the globe i' 

Who on principles of mere human ipe- 
culation could have dared to predift the 
overthrow of Tyre by the power of the 
Chaldcfms % in an age when Chaldea was 
yet in the form of a tributary province ; 
and when the Ailyrian empire, adi^nced 
to its higheil ftate of power and prosperity, 
■was moft likely, if. its overthrow was at all 
probable, to efie^ the utter deftm^on of 
that haughty city ? 

Was it probable in the age of If^atb, 
that the gloiy of the God of the Hebrews 
would be peculiarly advanced by the faf 
ture fuccefTes of a Perfian conqueror ? Is 
there not a coincidence in the. higheft- de- 
gree extraordinary, and inexplicable upon 
mere humaii principles, between the ' pre- 
di<5U(ms of that Prophet, and the adual 
proclamations of Cyrus 2 In the former it 
is afferted, that the foimdet of the Perfian 
empire would be elevated by fhp Almighty 

.* Ifaiah xxiii. 13. ^ Ifiuab xUr. xlr. 

to 
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t6 an uncommon- hei^t of power, fame; 
and riches, for the exprefs purpofc of mak- 
ing known his name and glory to ail the 
inhabitants of the earth. In the latter 
the ^ royal conqueror, contrary to the ge- 
neral praftlce, publickly alcribes the merit 
of his vi»Sories, not to the Eaftem deities,^ 
wlK>m he and his fathers had T\-orihipped, 
but to the one only God, the Lord God 
ef heaven, the Lord God of Ifrael. 

Was it probable thsA the Z' Egyptians 
ibould be converted to the knowledge of 
the true Grod, and that the deicendants of ' 
Abraham flioi^ld worlhip Jehovah in that 
very land, in which ' their anceftors had 
been treated with unparalleled' feverity-, 
and the inhabitants of which had iince 
been uniformly held forth as objeds of 
their juft abhorrence and continued en- 
mity f 

Was it not contrary to all probability I14 
the days of the ancient Prophets^ in the 
pccuUar ftate of feparation in which the 



« Ezra i. i^a, 3. a Chronicles xxxvi. 23. 
" Ibiih Kx, 18, 95. 
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Jcwifli people had been placed by the Al- 
mighty, that an. univerlal Religion would, 
at a future period, be promulgated by an 
inhabitant of Judea, or that it would be 
generally received at the preaching of a 
Jew by the Gentiles ? 

■ Was it' not contrary to all probability in 
the days immediately preceding the cruci- 
fixion, when the followers of our Lord, ter- 
rified, difpinted, and defpairing, were about 
f o forfake him, and to flee, that neverthelcis, 
before the paffihg away even of that gene- 
ration, his * Gofpel fliould be publiflred in 
all the world ; and that at length it fhould 
obtain a complete and lafting triumph over 
the fuperflitions of the earth, though in- 
evitably expofed to a general and moft in- 
Teterate oppolition, from the mercenary 
views of the artificer and the prieft, from 
the pride of the philofopher, from the 
power and policy of the magiftrate, and 
from the religious prejudices and corrupt 
pafflons of the people ? 

Was it not contrary to all probability In 

' Matthew xxiv. 14. Mark xlii, 10. 
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the days of our Saviour, that the inhabi- 
tants of Judea would be led away captive 
into all nations by the Romans ? They had 
before yielded to the arms of Rome, and 
no fucH calamitous cbnfequence enfued. 
Nayy it was the generous policy of that vic- 
torious people, almoft uniformly obferved 
in the later ages of the ftate, to leave to 
the vanquilhed kingdoms the fecure pof- 
fcflion of the greateft part of their terri- 
tories, and, in general, their national po- 
lity and : the exercife of all their religious 
rites. In the inftance of the Jews alone, 
this cuflom was flagrantly violated : and 
it is not perhaps unworthy of remark, that 
it was yiolated, not by a ftcrn, capricious, 
and fangpinary tyrant, a Tiberius, a Cali- 
gula,' or a Nero; but by a prince, who was' 
the bri^teft ornament of imperial Rome, 
whofe charader was marked by an un- 
bounded Jplrit of philanthropy, and who 
was diftinguiftied by the godlike appel- 
lation of the love and delight* of man- 
kind ^ 

, The time would fail me, were I to pro- 

" Amor et deticia! human! generis. 
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ceed through all the numerous inftlnces 
recorded in the facred Writings corrobo-. 
rative c^ the principle, which has been ad- , 
vanced. By thofe already given, curioiity 
may perhaps be exdted, ^nd the iburce of 
wquiry (^ned. The. more clofely this 
part of the fubjed. is purfi^ed, the ftrongcr, 
<^nvi(5tioix will be produced o^ the infpira-^ 
tion of Jewifh and. Chriftian Prophecy. 
Let the, unprejudiced enquirer, i^ftead olf 
fecking, like the Sceptic, for doub^S) on 
magnifying real difficulties and,plauiible; 
obje<ftions, jnveftig^te the precife nature of 
the Prophecies, ■ apd r^ed uppn tjie pe- 
culiar circumflances, .undd:r wbicji . . thejj 
were refpeAively uttered. 3y;,fueh/ a- 
mode of examination he will be et^abled 
rationally to convince himfelf,.thftt,,at the 
time of delivery, theic comgle^iojUvtnufl: 
frequently have ^raed diredlly ' oj^qfite 
tpprefent appearance^, to reafonablfi-espec- 
t?itions, and to the regular order of jfjunfiaa 
occurrences. And let it be rememWredj 
that he, who has once been firmly' fixed 
in this perfijafion, will Scarcely be induced, ■ 
cVen by the moft fpecious arigilnrlents, to 
renounce his faith in their divine origb, 
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or to unite with the Infidel in reprefent- 
ing tbcm either as the efRdions of yf'ild 
visionaries, or the frauds of artful impof- 
ton. 
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DEUTERONOMY iv. %X. 

ASK NOW OP^THE DAYS THAT ARE PAST, 
WHICH WERE BEFORE THEE, SINCE TpE 
DAY THAT GOD CREATED MAN UPON 
THE EARTIf; AND ASK FROM THE 0K8 
SIDE OP HEAVEN UNTO THE OTHER, 
WHETHER THERE HATH BEEN ANY SUCH 
I'HING, A3 THIS GREAT THING 19, OR ' 
HATH BEEN HEARD LIKE IT. 

In exhibiting the proofs of a divine in* 
terpofition in the inftance of Prophecy; tt 
appeare to be in the higheft degree iileful* 
if not abfolutcly neceffary, to eftablilh and 
enforce the pofiticois advanced by multi- 
plied examples. From the operation of 
phyfical caufes, or from peculiar habits of 
refleflion, or /rom favourite modes of rc- 
K 3 fearch. 
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fearch, different minds are attraftcd and 
influenced by different illuftrations. Be- 
fides, the ' very circumftance of numbers 
and variety in the in^nces adduced is ' 
produ<Sivc of a powerful effcifl, and effen- 
tially contributes to the firm eftabHfliment 
of our faith. And let it be remembered, 
that the defender of Chriflianity is not oc- 
cupied, on thefe occafions, upon cold and 
abftra<S reafonings, nor does he labour 
merely to airive at a knowledge of truth : 
he ftrenuoufly endeavours, upon the moft 
momentous iiibjeil, which can engage the 
attention or intcreft the feelings of a rea- 
ibnable and immortal being, to overpower 
with conviiftion the mind, which may 
anxioufly defire to be fatisficd ; but, from 
the extraordinary nature of the cafe, may 
be juftly fearful of affording a precipitate 
affent. 

Though the prcdidions confidered'in a 
former Leflure are eminentiy ftriking, and 
ought to fatisiy the moft Icrupulous en- 
quirer ; yet they arc nnqueflionably ex- 
ceeded, in many important characteriftics, 
by a Prbphtcy perhaps the- moft wonder- 
ful, which was delivered in the long courfe 

of 
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of dmne Revelation. As, in the material 
world, different degrees of fplendour and 
magnificerice arc imparted- to different pro- 
duflions of the almighty Creator: fo, in the 
courfe of the awful manifeflation of his 
Omnifcience, he has afforded a ftronger 
appearance of divinity to particular parts' 
of his Revelation, though all are undoubt- 
edly raifed above human ability, and are 
equally worthy of God. 

The circum.flance to vvhich I allude is 
the prefent dflonifhing. condition of the 
Jewifti people. As it is fubmitted to our 
daily obfervation, an4 is fingulariy calcu- 
lated both to excite curiofity and to pro- 
duce convlftion, I have refcrved it for 
the flibjeft of a feparate Difcourfe, and 
ihall now conllder it at large as forcibly 
illxiftrative of the principle, which' I have 
advanced> rcfpe<fting the frequent impro- 
BABiuTT of the events foretold by the 
ancient Prophets. 

In reprefenting ivith fidelity the prefent 
condition of the Jews, for the purpofe 
of ilrongly. illuflrating and confirming the 
truth of prophecy, it is impoflibie not to 
' K. 4 admit 
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admit fuch fenti.ments and defcriptionsj aa 
muft, give pain to that unfortunate nation. 
Let it notj however, be fuppofed, that 
this duty is performed by the advocate oi 
Chriilianity, without a confidcrable degree of - 
reluctance. No fincere Chriftiart can wan-, 
tonly wound the feeling? or aggravate the 
niiferies^of an afflj^ed people*. Perfocution,. 
what- 

• The fincere Chriftian cannot without reluilance de- 
fcribe.this humiiiating condition of the Jews.. The argu- 
ment howeTer required a true and raoft forcible ftatement : 
and I am jufiitied in -making; it, not by general opinloil 
alone, which may b« erroneous ' from prejtidice; not bjr 
the fentiments of Voltaire, which fcepticiftn ■ may have 
warped; but by the confeffiort of ibme of the politelland 
moil liberal writers, who have ever appeared among that 
unfortunate peojile. I allude Co the LetteVs of certain Jews 
to M. de Voltaire. Though coming forward in defence of 
their nation in general againft the vinilent attack and ex- 
aggerated reprefentationa of the Frenth Infidel, tftey leeiri 
to defend only one. particular ie£t of it. They make i ifc^de 
diltiadion between the Spanish and Poitugiiezcjewa, and 
all other Jews, mentioned under the general title of Fuiifh 
and Germarts, -Thefe latter, according to a ftatement of 
the Monthly Rsview, which was thonght worthy of being 
a/lmifted by them in a fublequcnt edition into the body of 
their work, " fcaitered over the whole Eaftem and Weftem 
" empires, have always lived, lince the time of Conftantine 
" the Great, in Greece and Afia, and lince that of Charleniigne 
" in the weft, in oppteflion and mifery, looked up5n as (laves, ' 
''. and inhu map ly- treated as luch. And they are^treated much 
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w^iatever form it may affume, Is utterly 
irreconcileable with the pure' and gentle 
lpi,rit of our Religion. . Though we knowj 
that the lengthened iiifferings of the Jews 
were decreed in the councils of divine 
Wifddm ; yet we al^ know, that the na- 
tions, whofc evil paffions have at different 
times been rendered inftrumental in their 
puniftiment, were frequently in their turn 
rejefted, when the dreadful office had been 
fiilfilled. .We acknowledge, with fcnfations 
of gratefjil refpe<5l,-that from the Jews wc 
have derived the facred Oracles of God ;• 

" in the fame manner now, even in Europe, almoft in every 
, " part of Gevmany, at Venice, and in all the ecdefiaftical 
" flat-es." F(om this paflage, it h evident, that the Jews 
called German and Polilh moft conftitutc tar the taoA 
confiderable poition of the whole people. In thefe Ictteni 
the Portugiicze and Spanifti Jews are reprefenled as not 
diflinguilhed, like the other defcendants of Abraham, from 
tbe icfi of mankind by de£ciency in elegance, refitiement, 
-and literat»re, but as elevated in mind abort their • iwe- 
thren of other nation^ infomuoh that, even by the c6nfef- 
fioh of thofe very brethren, it has been fomfetimes feaftrely 
cwdited', that they wire both of one common ftoek. All 
■ other Jews, it is allowed by thefe writers, " are defpifed and 
" reviled en all fides, axe, often perfecwted, and alivaj'S' in- 
" fulled-: eveti human nature among'them, it has been eon- 
* fefled, ■» debSfed and degraded f," 

• Ittteis of certain Jew», *c. veJ. i. p. 6i. + lb, p. 40. 

• that 
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that among them arofe the holy Prophets, 
and the glorious company of the Apoftlcs 5 
and that from among their brethren, in the 
fuhieis of time, the Son of God, the Sa- 
viour of the world, was torn ^ We are 
induced, moreover, to expe^, from the 
ftrong affurance of Prophecy, that their 
difperiion and calamities will be but for an 
appointed time ; and that they will finally 
be reftored to the favour of God. And 
Tvith fincerity and earneftnefs we join in 
the pious and charitable petition of our 
L.iturgy, that they may foon be 'brbught 
home to the flock of our blefled Lord, dnd 
become with us one fold under one Shep- 
herd, Jefus Chrift, our common Saviour 
and Redeemer. 

On the prefent occaiion, the argument 
requires me to ilate in forcible terms the 
fevere calamities, to which they have long 
been fubje*5l, and which they ftill continue 
in fome degree to futfcr. 

In an early age of the world, more than 
tliree thoufand years ago, a few poor and 

* Sec Newton dn the FrophecieB. DilT. viii. 

tmim- 
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unimportaflt tribes, delivered -from a flate 
of bondage ' and oppreffion, were wafider- 
ing over a barren and dreary' wildcmefs; 
Thwr .leader", ■ the acknowledged minifter 
of HeaVcn, at the c6nclufion of long and 
iuccefsful labours, and the dofe- of a holy 
life, prefentcd'to their view an affefting 
pidlure of their future condition, when 
they fhould have incurred the juft difplea- 
fore of their God. With a vigour of ex- 
preffion, which has never been exceeded^ 
and with a minutenefs of detail, which has 
feldom been equalled, even by the moft 
accurate hiftorian, he reprefented to them, 
that they Ihould be " fcatterecj among all 
people from the one end pf the earth even 
unto the other ; that ^ among thefe na- 
tions .they fhould find no eafc, neithec 
Ihould the fole of their feet have reft; 
that they ihould ,be fmitten ' by the Lord 
with madnefs, and blindnefs, and aftomfli- 
ment of heart ; that they Ihould have a 
^trembling of heart, and failing of eyes, 
and forrow of mind; that they * fhould 



■ Deuteronomy xtviii. 64. * Id. xxviil. 65. 

' Id, xiviii. 6_J, 



* Id. xxviii. 3J, 
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become an aftonifhment, a prorerb, anda 
bye-woid ; that they ^ Ihould be eppreffed 
evermore,' and' that no' mai^ lbouI4 lave 
them. , It is added, that their ' life Ihould 
bang in doubt> and that' they fliould fear 
night and dayi and fliould have none affur- 
ance of- their life; th4t> in the--l^ttemef3 
of anguilh,in the iwotning' they flicfuld fay, 
''Would God it *Me even ! alid at even 
th^ Ibould fay. Would God it were morn-" 
ing \ ■Furthermore, it is d^dared, that 
though they fhonld be diiperfed and af- 
fliiSted in this feverc and awfiil manner, 
yet that 'God ' w6uld not caft them aWay, 
nor abhor &em to deilrt^ them utterly ; . 
but that, Bs their "* plagues were grfeat 
and wonderfiil, {6 fhould they be of long 
continuance ; and that " they Ihould be 
upon them for a fign, and for a wonder, 
and upon their feed for ever. 

From the description of the Prophet let 
us turn to the annals of the Hiftorian. When 
the holy city of David had yielded to the vic- 

>■ Deut. xxviii. 29,^51. w ' H. xxviil. <fi. 

* Id. xxviii. 67. ' Levtt, xxvi, t^. 

" Deut. xxviii. 55. " Deut, xxviii. 46. 
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torions arms of Rome, the inhabitants ^ere 
cxpfUcdfrom their native temtory^aadfcat* 
tered through Jtll the kingdoms of the worM. 
■Since I the time of that JcalomilxxQs er«nt, 
diey have wandved over every fKution of 
the '^be, without ^Ilation^ poiTeffionB, an 
acknowledged conititution, or independent 
Jaws. They were cropiefetited by the Ro- 
inaii hifliorian, Las- aduated, previouily to 
their .difperfioji, by ■ a fpirit of hatred to- 
wards the whole human race. . i Since that 
dreadjid calamity, they have lived almoft 
conftantly inj.ft-ilate of j-eciprocal hatred 
with mankind. Though- generally fub- 
niiinve to the l3Avs> and - Arai^ers .to poli- 
tical ;intngue» : they have frequently been 
^^po^d to p^rfecution and plunder, even 
-with tlu: conniyStice of goyemments, whicJi, 
ill aU other inftanccs, have guarded as fa- 
crcd the property of individuals. Though 
abundantly pofleffed of riches, which ufually 
command the refpeift of mankind, and en- 
noble evch ignowjoce and folly, they have 
been generally treated with contempt by 
the powerful, and fometimcs even followed. 
lyith infult by the populace. They have 
bcci^ driven from'' city to city, from coun-, 
' tiy 
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fyj .to conhtry : even theii children * hare 
ibailctimes b«n.focctbfy taken: lifom their 
parcntaiLlptotedioDj oiid eduditod iii a re- 
ligion;, which is thfi' objafl of their heredi- 
tary aTerfion. Theix Uvos^hsvc not ui^«- 
quently been eitimated'^thout-B^y re- 
gard-tQ the hi^ impbitance^iitfaBUyiaa- 
nexed .to;the exiflenire ai hufnan beings, 
in Chrijjtian. cauatnes^ sud tnida* regular 
govemmehtsy tiidy have in fttine in^anc^ 
faeisv.^rificed to a wanton -and unrelent- 
ing i^irit.df cruelty ,j in i violation «f aS 
laws h\unan and divine; '^aod in oppofitton . 
to the feetings af:pur Vlature. They feem, 
«s it werCr to-^ave loll their rank in the 
. creation^ and to "^have funk • ncariy b^w 
Snunamty. Their fellow-cttatcucs ap{i|C»^ 
in many countries- ^o have ntfufed to them 
alone the juAice due to all, and t&e com- 
:paffion inherent in man. ' ' , 

Suck is the -faitb&l' though melandidy 
^i^re of a people, once diilinguifhcd by 



" In Roman Catholic conntrleSi particularly in Spain 
and Portugal, See Newton oii' iKe Prophecies, and H- 
-tridc's Commentary on DeutnehoBiy xlviii. ^a. 

the 
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the peculiar, favour^ cff the Alii^gh^ j for 
-ffhom^thcfea y/as divi4ed: in . tEgj^pt, an4 
Jtiip, [ :%i nHjof^, :i^y-: 'upon^- .Gibeon ; .-whoic 
laws, i^erje'bfpu^t,, down from ^ieaven,;(ua4 
•who^Sf ^ceftors walked with- God; 

Yet-amiidft ra^'fipUed inilaxice^-pf pp« 
prpffijjn, mifery, ;and contempt, they.hsv© 
. rerfblutelf coatinued ;thiough fevcnteen 'hun- 
dred year-s a feparate and diilitti^ people. 
Their God hath p not caft theni away^npr 
abhprrjfij.thpm, to 4aftr«y thenj^rutt^rly ; 
their gfe^t'' a*d wqnderfiil ;pI^iAeV rwhich 
were to be of long continuance, ftiU re- 
main : the curfes are yet upon them, which, 
in" the ftrong language of Scripture^,, ■yserc 
to b? for a iign and- for a wonder upon 
them "Mid their feed for CTcr.: Not mingled 
arid loft among the kingdoms, oveif which 
th^j have been fcattered, they retain -the 
jneang, upon their returning obedience, of' 
beholding their * captivity turned; and of 
being gathered from the nations, and re- 
ftored to the land of their fathers '. 

This 

' Levlt. sxvi, 44, ^ Deut. ^viii, 59. 

' Deut, jtxyjii, 46, 59. ' Id. xxx, i, 2,3, 4. 

' The. parages ia the Pentateuch, vhich we have quoted, 
appear. 
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This is tTie part of the Prophecy, which 
meonteilflbly" places it far above the "reafcH 
of httman Vvifdom, or^theftiipicion oTirh-' 
polfture.' I? the claitn to (livinc 'Revelation 
be rcje<fted', it wiH *iot-l«? m tlie {JoWei* of 
the hiftorian or the philofopher to affign 
atiy Ciirfe, 'which will fatftfe^orily "explain 
this ■■ eSitraordinary ■ cbndition of an'' whole' 
peopli^.- ■ Their- -fcohtinuanlce iii fuch a fi- 
tuatrofi is wneKamp3e(f, and we raa.f evtrf 
venture to' prdnourice' it' miraculous. It 
■ caAinot -therefore, be firppofed, that it'could 
havfc beertranticipited, by the moft-.fa^- 



appear,"\nd are generally allowed, decifively to prove, that 
Moles (brefaw'this extraordinary circumflante in Ihe pte- 
feirt fertuoMof hia eounlrymen. -Our bleffiid'Loid, (L«fce 
x», 29,X'whni.he predt^e4 the aj^roachipg; caiainitiea of 
iMJfwa, espr^fslyaflerted, thatthofe were the days of ven^ 
geance, tkat all things, which were writleo, might be ful- 
filted. J-eremiah (xlvi. 28. xxi, n. xxili. 3.) and many 
other Pr^hets; (Ifaiah x. 21, as. EzekieTvi, S, 9. Ano* 
ub g.y predicted it in t]ie moft expects linkage, wUdl 
cannot be interpreted in any oth^r fenfe, nor referred to any 
other times. The argument is here ftated as referring to the 
Prophecy of Mofes ; thou^, if the' application of the paf- 
fagea from the Pentateuch (hould not be admitted, with fome 
flight alteration of the manner, and with no diminutioa of 
its force, it may be rendered equally applicable to the words 
ef the later Prophets, of the precife fenfe of which no doubt 
<mi be eittertabed^ 

cious 
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cious penetration, or the moft fortunate 
conjcfture. 

If we reprcfenC to ourfclves an impof- 
tor, in the age of Mofes, defirous of ac- 
quiring reputation by a pretended know- 
ledge of futurity, every argument, which 
could have fuggcfted itfcif to his under- 
ftanding, muft have difcovercd the ab- 
furdity of the prediiftion, which he ven- 
tured to deliver ; and he may jufljy be 
charged vrith either madncfs, or unpardon- 
able credulity, if he fuppoied, that its pof- 
fibility would either be admitted by his 
hearers at the moment, or confirmed by 
the event in future. If he had turned his 
eyes around upon the nations, which vv-ere 
then prcfented to his view, the general ap- * 
pearance muft have forcibly difluaded him 
from hazarding lb unreafonable a conjec- 
ture. The prediiSed condition of his coun- 
trym'en was contrary to the ftate of all the 
nations, which had previoufly exifted in 
the world, or were at that period in being. 
In the more refined ages of mankind, when . 
the intcrcourfe between countries is fre- 
quent and cxtcnfive, when commerce has 
united by a common band the moft re- 
L mote 
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mote regions, and liberality of icntiment 
has kindled a fpirit of toleration and ulii- 
verfai benevolence, the habits and cuftcwns 
of a foreign and diftant race of men arc 
not only endured, but are, in many in* 
fiances, even courteoufly received by the 
riatives. It is not fo among the rude hordes 
of primitive Ibciety. The favage looks 
down with difdain, or rifcs with indigna- 
tion, upon all who are not of his tribe. 
He hates the cuftoms which differ from 
his own. The unknown intruders are ci- 
ther exterminated at a blow, or gradually 
exhauiled by unceafmg X)ppreffion. When 
barbarians leave their native land, they arc 
either borne . away by conquerors, or are 
animated to relinquifli it by a fpirit of en- 
terprize. In the former cafe, they are ibon 
"reftored by the fortune of war to the coun- 
try of their anceftors, or they impercepti- 
bly melt into one common people ^th 
their conquerors. In the latter, under the 
condu<ft of a daring and lucccfsfut chief, 
they expel the natives from a favourite ter- 
ritory, or they found an infant ftatc amidit 
the waftes and folitude of nature. "Such 
was the coodu<S of mankind from the eat- 
lieflraeras of the world, to a period fubfe- 
quent 
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quent to the times of Mofcs. It was not, 
therefore, from a fimilar fituation among 
other people, into Which, according to the 
courfe of .ibciety, it was natural to ima- 
gine, the defcendants of Ifrael might fall, 
that the Prophet was induced to utter this 
predication. The condition, as I have be- 
fore afferted, was contrary to every exam- 
ple then prefented to his view, and un- 
paralled in the annals of all preceding 
ages. 

Had the hiftory of the whole future 
>vorld been brought by anticipation within 
the knowledge of Mofes, the uniform 
courie of focial life muft have convinced 
bim, that even the esiftence of fuch a 
ftate of Ibciety as he defcribed, except un- 
der an extraordinary and immediate inter- 
pofition of God, was in the higbeft degree 
improbable. Toreign tribes, when admitted 
into a country, gradually intermingle with 
the natives, and, after the lapfe of a few 
-generations, are blended and loft among 
the original inhabitants. Excited at once 
hy principles .of intereft, and by a natural 
^irit of imitation, they foon poflefs in 
cqmpion the fame government, the fame 
L 3 , laws. 



by Cookie 



145 S E R M O K IV. - 

laws, the lame religion, and, after a longer 
courfc of \years, even die fame national 
chara<5ler, and the fame internal difpofitioa> 
of mind. The modern kingdoms of Eu- 
rope were compofed, at their firft confti- 
tutlen, of very different races oCmen. The 
ferocious hordes of the north, defcending 
into the fertile and delightful provinces of 
the ^oman empire, united themfelves with 
the natives of the diftriiSs in which they 
refpcdively fettled, and foon formed with 
them common and independent ftates. In 
what kingdom at this day can we diftin- 
guifli between the defcendants of ,the 
primitive iiihabitants, and thofe of their 
barbarous invaders ? Who can ieparate in 
France the race of the indigenous Gauls, 
from the fucceflbrs of the Franks and Bur- 
gundians ? Where are the diftin<ft traces 'in 
Spain between the ancient Iberi, and the 
defcendaiits of their Gothic conquerors ? 
If we look round among our own coun- 
trymen, in vain Ihall.we endeavour to dif- 
cover the diftinguifhing chara^eriftics of 
the refpe^ftive families, which are derived 
from the Romans or the Saxons, from the 
Danes or the Normans, or /rom tii$ ori- 
ginal inhabitants of Britain. 

' ' " If, 



i.vCoo^lc 



SERMON IV, 



U9 



If, withdrawing our attention from the 
general cuftom of mantind, we coniine it 
to the particular charaifler of the Jewifh 
people, we Ihall difcover that there was no 
peculiarity in their difpofition, which could 
authorize their leader to predict fo won- 
derful a deviation from the regular courie 
of human nature. When we examine the 
moll remarkable features of their national 
charafter, as difplayed under the divine go- 
vernment, we fliall find them to be of all 
men the leaft likely to have experienced, 
in thefe later times, fuch a ftriking fmgu-. 
larity of fortune. In the early ages of 
their hiftory, they were diftiriguiflied by a 
culpable, nay almoft an unnatural eagemefs 
to forfake the worihjp of their God, and 
to adopt the fuperftitions of the furround- 
ing nations. While they were fupported 
by the manifeft interpofition of the Deity ; 
while his maiina was falling from heaven, 
and the pillar of fire was yet burning be- 
fore -their armies, they bowed down to 
other gods, 'and imitated the forbidden 
rites of idolaters. Even' at the ' folemn 
foundation of their polity, amidft the moft 
awful manifeftations of the divine prefence 
upon the mountain, they ere<^ed the mol* 
\l 3 '■ ^ten~' 
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ten image in the adjacent valley. In the . 
fubfequent periods of th6ir hiftory, while 
ftill blefled with the peculiar farour oF the 
Almighty, they were frequently ieduced to 
defert his worfhip, eveii while they beheld 
his repeated miracles, and were daily iiip- 
ported by his power. Though they were 
invited, on the one hand, to a dutiful lub- 
miffion, by the moft alluring profpeA of 
temporal rewards ; and were expofcd, on 
the other, to ah immediate inftiftlon of 
the tremendous punifhments, with which 
their rebellion was threatened : and though, 
inmoft inftances, thefe rewards and punifh- 
ments were the certain confequenceis of 
their piety, or of their difobedicnoc ; yet 
they conftantly relapfcd into iflolatiy, and 
polluted themfelves with the fofibidden 
rites of the Heathens. While the tops of 
the hills were every where illuminated with 
the fires kindled to the bafe and imaginary 
deities of the nations, feven thousand only 
in Iftacl remained faithful to the God who 
had condu(fted their fathers from the land 
of bondage. Yet this very people, when 
not only tejede4 by tjic Almighty,' but 
buffering under his fcvere and vilible dif- 
pleafure, when fcattercd over alt the ha- 
bitable 
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bitable globe, and expoied through their 
whole exiftence tc opprcflion, to forrow, 
and to ihame> notwithftanding all thefe 
llrong and multiplied caufes for an umon 
with the difierent nations of the worlds were 
inflexibly to continue in a dillin^ ftate* in 
manifeft contradi<3:ion to the uniform Spi- 
rit of their anceftors, and to the common ' 
propenfities of nature. 

The hiftorian of the Decline and Fall 
of the -Roman Empire ", who has in many 
inftanccs borne ftrong though perhaps un- 
willing teftimony to the truth of Pro- 
jAecy ', has noticed in a manner peculiarly 
ftriking the ftrange inponfiftency . in the 
chara^er of the Jews under the firft and 
under the fecond Temple, and has thus un- 
intentionally given additional . force to the 
nyr^culous nature of this extraordinary 
.predidlion. For the inconfiftency of the 
naodesm Jews, in their inflexible attach- 
Hient' to the Law of Mofes, is incompara- 

. ■ See Gibbon's Roman Hiftoiy, t. i. c. iv. p, 539- V"- 

" See Whitakers Pamphlet exprefsly written for the pur- 
pofe of (hewing the numerous inliancea, in which the truth 
of facred Propheej' may be confirmed upon the authority 
of the Infidel hifioriaa. 
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bly . more extraordinary than that of th<f 
inhabitants of Jud^a after the. captivity, 
at which the. /writer .fafcaftically, cxpicfftet 
amazement. The inference, however, which, 
he. infidioufly endeavours to draw from the 
arpumftancci is very different frotn tfaatj 
which thfr Chriftian may juftly deritc from 
it. 

There could be no peculiarities, in the 
charader of the Jews, or iathe nature trf" 
their vajrious c;ftabllflimonts, fubjeA to ab-- 
fervatioa in the. age of Mofes, which might 
embolden an artful fpeculator to indulge 
fo extraordinary ^nd improbable acoojec- ' 
ture refpe6;ing their future condition.- K 
we examine their national .chva^r, wUh 
a reference to this particular ' fubjeft, as 
circumftanccs unfolded it in fueceeding 
times, we Ihall difcover the moft decifiv^ 
proofs- in fupport of this aiTertion. When 
fettled upon the Eafletn fliores of the Me- 
diterranean, they cohfiilcd of twelve tribes. 
Of thefe, ten were difperfed in captivity 
over the Eaft. And though individuals may 
have returned in the reign of Cyrus with 
the inhabitants of Judah to Jcrufalcm ; yet 
the people at large, falling away by infcn-j 
"' " . , fiW« 
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fifete intermixture, at length totally difap* ' 
peaVed among the natives of the couhtries, 
into which they had been conveyed ; while 
two alone have Survived a Similar diitpef- 
fion, perfevering in the religicm add cuf- 
tomi of thar aiiceftore, and exhibiting 
a wonderful phaenonierion in the moral 
world. The government, the iacrcd rites, "^ 
the manners, the difpofition of the twelve 

■ tribes, were uniform in the age of Moies. 
And no poffible reafon can be affigned 
why, while the greater number of them ■ 
have apparently melted away into the 
{tteasn of fecial life, the remnant have 
cleariy, and in the fulleft manner, verified 
the prediiftion, by rcfolutely refusing to coa- 
lefce-, and by viewing with a fuUen apathy 
the allumig and lf>lendid examples by which 
tiwy are conftantly furrounded. Yet the 
Prophet exprefsly predided the pecuHar 
preferVation, which awaited the remnant 
of a people, in contradidion not only to 
general cuftom, but to the experience of 4 

' great majcfrity of their own nation. 

One of the fundamental principles of 
the Moiaic difpenfation, it might reafon- 
afely iiave been fuppofed, would power-- 

- mj 
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folly incite the people, when (^ced in the 
peculiar circumilances> wl^tch were pre- 
ditftcd, and fdiich have aduallj attended 
their diiperlion, to renounce the law of 
their Propheti and depart altogether' &om 
their faith in the God of thCir fathers^ 
The blcffings which, he had .promif«d were 
tompotal. Immediate rewards-w^re to fol- 
low their obedience. The Chriftjan under, 
the.preflurc of fcverc and hopekfe afflic- 
tions looks forward to a iih^I recompencft 
in another world, and receive* fupport and. 
comfort from the firm expecSatiott Ckf a fu- 
ture ilate of happincfs. But the liopes of 
the Jew were in a great degree confined 
to his prefeht exiftence. When- worldly 
profperity apd comfort became apparently 
unattainable, the ftrong tie, which. bound 
him to the* observance of his Taw, it ihould 
feem, would be dilTolved. Tb a rational 
Speculator it pould fcarccly have appeared 
poflible, that' a people, placed tinder an 
.economy, in which tempwal welfare was, 
the "pronfiiicd reward of obedience, would 
ftedfaftly perfevere in their fidelity, when 
all temporal welfare was withdrawn, and 
they were expoied to the longeft and moft 
heavy calamities, which, in. the adminiftra- 
■ - tion 
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tion of the mofal government off the world; 
the great Difpofer of all events Has ever 
infl^fted upon any nation. " 

From the preceding remarks, the pfc- 
di^ot) of Mofes appears to be contrary to 
the regakr courfe t>f fociety, to the par- 
ticular difpofition of the Jewilh people; 
and to the particular fpirit of the Jewiih ' 
law. But in addition to the arguments 
already adduced, there were to be peculiar 
citcumfbinces in their condition, by which 
an impoftor mull have been convinced, 
that they would be more efpecially tempted 
to coalefce with the inhabitants of the 
countries, over which they would be dlf- 
peried. They were to be a fcattered peo- 
ple. They were not to be united and 
6zed in one place, as" wmc their anceftorS 
in Egypt. In fiich a ftate, it would have 
feemed not altogether improbable, that 
they might preferve their national union, 
from the influence of numbers, of con- 
tinual intercourfe with each other, "and of 
hereditary cuftoms and manners perpe- 
tually prcfent to their fenfes. But when 
divided and fcattered, when poflefled of no 
national eftablifliment, when daily con- 
verfant. 
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Tcrfant, io all the affairs pf life, with the 
principles and pra^ices of other naticms, it 
might naturally be cxpet^ed, that they 
would gradually depart from the ufages of 
their anceftors, and infenfibly intermingle 
with the people; by whom they Iboald be 
fiirrounded. Again, it was natural to ima- 
gine, that the miferies, to which this un- 
happy' people were devoted, would farce 
them to furrcnder through fear, or to re-' 
nounce with indignation, the diftinftions 
jnd even the name of fheir tribes j that 
when finking under the prcffure of their 
own calamities, and furvcying the fuffer- 
ings of their relatives and countrymen ; 
when looking back upon the wretched con- 
dition of thofc, who had gone before thiem, 
and anticipating with pstemal apprehen- 
fion the wrongs and woes, to which their - 
children muft be- bom j they would fly for 
■ flicker to an union with the native inha- 
bitants, and feek an equal participation of 
.their laws, and an equal protedlion from 
thar government : — aiid, laftly, that y/h'ea 
rcflefting, in ' addition to their fufferings, 
upon the obloquy univerfally annexed to 
their name, they, would thrtjw it off in a 
spirit of manly refentment, and hmy in ob- 
livion 
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Kvion tlie records and tbe memory of their 
nation. Marked out, on many occafiom, 
for mocker}' and infult, liftening, not un- 
frequently, to the taunts of their paffing' 
fellow creatures ; in fome inftances, the 
theme of national talesj and the fubjedl of 
national men-imeht ; iurely, according to 
the common feelings of nature, they would 
hallen with cagernefs to adopt the means,' 
which might reftore them to the refpe^ 
»of mankind, to burft alunder all the b<Mids 
of a feparate ibciety, and to regain, by a 
mixture with other .nations, the rank which 
they could not enjoy during the contiau- 
ancc of their own. 

In, addition to thefe predi<Sted peculiar!-" 
ties of fortune, there are others not parti- 
cularly foretold, to which they might.be' 
&bje,<S, and,whicii tliey have inireality ex- 
perienced ; which, aqcOTding to the ufual' 
operation of human caufes, might reafona- 
b|y be expe^Sed to fruftrate fo extraordinary, 
a Prophecy, and occafion the intermixture 
' and final extiniftion of the Jews among the 
nations, over which they have been -diC' 
perfed. They have lived in ages, in which 
facncc and i-eiinement have been advanced 

to 
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to an unprecedented degree of excellence. 
Yet- they have remaned almoft entire 
ilrangers to their influence. Surrounded by 
iplendour, and overflowing with opulence, 
they are, for th^ moft part, inieniible, to 
the elegant pleaiures of cultivated fociety : 
educated in philofophic countries, they are 
in general, notwithftanding Ibme illuftrious 
exceptions, little captivated by the charms 
of literature, or animated by the eifiiiions 
of genius. All that is iplendid, all that is 
amiable in life, appears, in moft inftances, 
to rife and fall before them unnoticed and 
unfelt. Even imitation, which is natural 
to man, ieems almoft to have loll its power; 
and the progrc/s of fociety, which ever 
keeps pace with . opportunity, among them 
alone has been ilrangely checked and pre- 
vented. Again, they have been devoted 1 
to their fecular intereils, and have been 
engaged, even with the bafeft and moft 
Jervile fpirit, in the accumulation of wealth. 
Now it was extremely natural, that, und?r 
fuch circumftances, they Oiould adopt, from 
motives of policy, the manners, the go- 
venuncnt, and the religion of the people,, 
among whom they hoped toproiper. By 
thefe means they would conciliate general 



by Google 



SERMON IV. 159 

confidence ; they would fecure their pof- 
ieifions from' violence; and they would 
enlarge the fphere , of their commerce 
under the aufpiccs c^ the, government, to 
whofc privileges and liberties they thoiild 
be admitted. 

Such a fifuation indeed of an whole 
people appears to be oppofite to the very 
nature of civil fociety. No fimilar inftance 
can be found in all the pages of hiftory, 
amidil all the direrfities of climate and of 
national charader, under all the changes 
of government, and in all the ftagcs of 
civilization, ftom the rude condition of fa- 
vage life, to the moil elevated ftate of lele- 
gance and refinempnt. Had any ventucous 
theorift' in the age of the Prophet been 
endowed with all the political knowledge, 
which, in the moft favourable times, has 
ever been attained by the wifeft and the 
moft experienced ; had he been acquainted 
with all the ages that were to come, and 
penetrated with uncommon fagacity into 
the nature of all future polities ; had he 
revolved within his mind all the praAica- 
ble combinations of mankind, all the capa- 
biUties of foci^ life; and then, had he ' 
been 
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been called forth to pronounce upon the 
■ poffibility of the continued exift?»ce of a 
people in fuch an extraordinary condition, 
he muft.have decided in the ne^tive; he 
mull have declared it to be contradidory 
to the ruling principles of civil focipty, 
and inconfiftent with the general nature 
of, man. 

In vain then will the Infidel endeavour 
to difcover any principles of human' wif- 
dom, which could have encouraged an im- 
poftor, in the age of Mofes, to predict: the 
prefent condition of his countrymen. I 
have been induced to expatiate upon this 
Prophecy, becaufe it is evidently of a na- 
ture fo fingularly ftriking, as to be calcu- 
Ia;ted, in an uncompion degree, to fubdue 
the incredulity of the Infidel, and confirm 
the faith of the Chriftian. For when we 
revolve in our minds, that it was delivered 
in the early ages of the world, and has re- 
ceived its completion in thefe latter days ; 
that the grcateft atchievements of the 
humani racerHhc rife and fall of the moft 
illuftrious empir^i^and the inoft momen- 
tous revolutions in' the ftate of civil fociety, 
have inteirvened between its delivery and 
- iU 
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its finjd ifccompliftiment ; that the condi- 
tion deferibcd was contrary to the ex- 
perience not only of all the times that had 
pafled, but of all that havefince elapled; and 
was in diretS oppofition to one of the moft 
ilriking features in the charadlcr of the 
people, and even to a fundamental princi- 
ple in the Jewifii difpcnfation: that the con- 
tinuance of Aich a condition feemed to be 
precluded by circumftances, of which fomc 
were abfolutely foretold, and others might 
probably occur,; and moreover, being appa- 
rently incompatible with the general courfc 
of human afl^rs, mull have been coniidered 
as morally impoffible : — when we bring 
thefe ftrong conliderations to- our minds, 
and then reiletft, that the condition was 
as fully, clearly, and precifely foretold by 
Mofes, as it could now be dclcribed by 
the hiftorian, we difcem herein fuch. an 
inftance of foreknowledge, as can only be 
fuppofcd to proceed from the infpjration of 
that omnifcient Being, to whom the fu- 
ture is as clear as the pail, and in whofe 
light a thoufand years are but as one day. 
It bears in all its parts the moft manifeft 
figns of a divine origin, and is linqueftion- 
ably the Revelation of the high and mighty 
M One, 
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One, who inhaUteth eternity. For, in the 
bold and eloquent language of the great 
leader of Ifrael, we may " afk now of the 
days that are paft, which were before us, 
fince the day, that God created man upon 
the earth ; and we mjiy aik from the one 
fide of heaYcn unto the other, whether 
there hath been any fuch thing as this 
great thing is, or hath been heard like it." 

I ihall conclude the prefent Ledure with 
fpme obfervations refulting from the fu^c^, 
which has been now under difcuffion. 

The miraculous nature of the fituation,- 
in which the Jews are placed, might per- 
hdps be intended by the great Difpoier of 
all human events, as an additional and 
moft powerful incentive to faith. In order 
to aid the imperfeflions of his creatures, he 
may gracioufly have ordained, that the peo- 
ple, through whom his divine will has been, 
revealed, Ihould be diftinguifticd, through 
their whole hifl:ory,by remarkable deviations 
ftopa the ordinary courfe of their fellow - 
creatures. The ancient Prophets, in order to 
impreis the liraelites with an entire con- 
vidion of their divine miffion, frequently 
accom- 
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accompanied their folemn revelations with 
an aft of preternatural power. In con- 
formity with the fame principle, it may 
benevolently be defigned, that the modem 
Chriftian ihouM be roufed to a bolder con- 
fidence in his Religion, by beholding, as it 
were, a continued miracle ^- difplayed on 
its behalf. 

The prefent aftoniftiing condition of the 
Jews is further calculated to ftrengthen and 
illuftratc the teftimonies, recorded in the 

y One of the principal human caufes of the continuance 
of the Jews in a dillinfl Aatc will be found in the eKpe£bi- 
tion of their Meffiah, which they ftill fondly cheriOi, But 
furely this expeftation cannot daftroy the fupernatural cha- 
racter, which their difpertion exhibits. The eaufe is not 
equal to the effefl. Can we coQceive it poffiUa upon prin- 
ciples merely human, that a people would coatinue to cn- 
doTE through two thoufand years the heavieft and moft ei- 
traordinary calamitiee, which have ever been brought upon 
any nationj merely from the expeftation of attaining at 
length a ilate of temporal profperity i But whatever may 
have been tht influence of this caufe in former times, it is 
now conliderably diminilhed by their repeated dif^ppoint- _ 
ments in all the periods, at which they e^pefled the Mef- > 
fiah. So far, however, is it from weakening the force of the 
- prcdiSions relating to *o Jews, that it aiShially Hrengthens 
and confirms them. For it was cleariy and forcibly foretold 
by the Prophets, and is itfelf, therefore, a decifive .proof of 
their real infpiration. 

M 2 facred 
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facred annals, of a more immediate difplay 
of figns and mighty wonders in their fa- 
vour during ancient times. Though we 
no longer view the water imrftlng from 
. the rock, or the land enveloped at noon 
in the gloomy fhades of nig|it ; yet we 
cannot but implicitly aflent to the tefti- 
mony of fuch fupernatural appearances^ 
when we fee the whole Jewifii nation 
now exifting under circurtiftances ioexpU- 
cable by human caufes, and oppofite to all 
the eftabliftied principles of fccicty. 

Again, it may be gracioufly intended- for 
our benefit, that, in the prefent diftrefsful . 
ftate of the chofen people, w'e fiioul^ be- 
. hold an example of divine juflice faithfully 
coinciding with . our natural concepjaons 
refpcfting the attributes of the Deity, Tlje 
more forcible were their incentives to'duty, 
the' mpre hemous has teen their crirhe qf 
difbbcdience. . The more fignai were, the 
favours once indulged ,to them,, the nipre 
fevere, it, is natural to expcft, 'would be 
the puniiliment, with which their aggra- 
vated guilt Ihould be vifited. . , If the great 
powers of nature vvere miraculoufiy di- 
verted from their courfe, for the fake of 
animating 
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animating and confirming their faith, it is 
not furprifing, that the laws of focial life 
lliould.ceafe to operate, and the natural 
feelings of benevolence be fufpended, in 
order, that an extraordinary vengeance 
may be taken, upon them, for the cruci- 
6xion of the Lord of life, and for their 
long and fhibbbm rejedion of his Gofpel. 
If once, while placed under the folemn 
trial of fidelity to their God, they appeared 
among mankind with his glory vifibly dif- , 
played before their armies, and awfully 
prcient in their temple, it furely Is con- 
ixftent with the plan of divine juftice, that, 
after a lengthened courfe of rebellion and 
iniquity, they ihouM be cxpofed to the 
view \of the human race, manifeftJy im- 
prefled with the. mark of his diipleafiirc. 
This fmgular condition, I have faid, may be 
intended for our admonition. The fufferlng 
Jew is a fenfible and moft folemn example 
to the careleis ChriHian and tlie hardened 
Infidel.. . If upon t^e favoured people fuch 
a feyere_ punifhment has been infilled, the 
•world at large can have no reafbnable hope 
of eicapc. The guilt of their incredulity 
"was aggravated inpropdrtion as their jneans 
of .knowledge were more abundant. And 
M 3 . let 
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let him, who now perverfely turns away 
from the volume of divine Revelation, 
while he beholds their calamity, rtficift 
upon its caufe, and prudently ■ endeavour 
to know. the things that belong unto his 
peace, before they fliall be finally hidden 
from his eyes. 

But if erroneous explications are not 
given of thofe parts of the PropheCies rc- 
fpeding tl»e Jewifh people, which have 
not yet been fulfilled, we muft necaffarily 
conclude, that Providence has yet another 
grand defign in continuing them in fo An- 
gular a condition. The fame. Almighty 
Voice, which pronounced that they fhould 
not be confounded with the nations, among 
.which they would be fcattered, has alfo de- 
clared, if we may venture to affix a fiiU and 
precife meaning to the words of unaccora- 
pliihed Prophecy, that, at a diftant period 
of time, wheq dieir fufferin^ fliould have 
ceafed, they ihall be triumphantly relfawed 
to the land of their fathers. If fuch an 
alteration of their worldly fortunes has 
been decreed in the counfels of the Al- 
mighty* and is adually difclofed in the 
Revelations of his Prophets, in the pecu- 
liarity 
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ITarity of their' prefent condition we ' dif« 
oern' the efFeftual and^ perhaps, the only 
human means, by which the accomplifh- 
ment of the precli^on may be brought td 
pafs. They are not confounded and loft 
among the inhabitants, of the countries^ 
over .which they have been difperfed. 
They have not acquired any local domi- 
nion, which they might be unwilling to 
rclinquiih. They poflefs not in general 
any fixed property, the dcfirc of retaining 
which might attach them • too clofely to 
their prefent habitations. They have no 
fettled country, to which they might be 
bound by the ftrong ties of natural affec- 
tion. On the contrary, through every re- 
^on of; the habitable globe, they are' wait- 
ing "is it were in expeftation of the mighty 
event. When the eniign of Jehovah fhall 
be ereftcd*, and, the Gentiles Ihall prels 
forward to bear them on their ftioulders to 
Jcnifalem '', they will be feady to ftart 
forth on the joyful occafiofi, to unite with 
T^gour and alacrity in the hallowed caufe; 



* See Clarke's Evidences of Natural and Revealed Reli- 
gion. Sefl. liv. 

* Ifaiqb 3u. i». *> IfaiaJ) ilix. 23. 

M 4 and. 
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and, when rc-admittcd into their earthly 
Canaan> and reflored to the favour of their 
Ood, to bring to a final accomplifhment 
one of the laft^ in the long^ train of won- 
dcriul predidions. Which wcjc ,4elirered by 
their . Prophets of old. 
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ISAIAH XXX. 10. 

PE07HE8T NOT UNTO US S.IOHT THINa9>. 
SPEAK UNTO US SMOOTH THINGS, PRO- 
PHESY DECEITS. 

JL O judge of the prophetic writings by 
the habits and fentiments which now pre- 
vail, is the moft dangerous error, into which 
the ftudent in f^cred literature can fall. 
The enemies of Chriftianity, fenfible of 
the advantages, which refult frorii iiich an 
uncandid trial of the ancient Prophets, 
have artfully fpoken of them with a refer- 
ence to the cuftoms, the learning, and the 
fpirit of thefe later times. It may with 
confidence be maint<uned, th^t their inde* 
cent 
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cent ridicule and authoritative aflertions 
will gradually lofe their effe<fl, in propor- 
tion as our knowledge increafcs of the age 
and fituation of the Prophets. We muft 
permit curfelves "to be carried back into 
ancient times. " We muft imagine our- 
ielves to be placed in the fituation of 
Mofes, of Daniel, and of Ifaiah. We muft, 
as it were, convey ourfelves amongft their 
countrymen, adopt their manners, glow 
with their fe,ntiraents, and even imbibe . 
their prejudices. That we may fully en- 
joy the fplendid pfoduftions of genius, 
with which Greece and Rome were cn^- 
riched, we explore with laboriotis accuracy 
the minuteft traits of charaiSer, which dif^ 
tinguilh thofe illuftrious nations. Let the 
m6ft important circumftances relating to 
the Hebrew tribes be examined- with equal 
induftry and zeal, and the champion o£ In- 
fidelity will foon be compelled to reiin* 
quifti his prcfumptuous hopes of triixmph. 
But we too often negleft to contemplate 
the real agency of a fupernatural power, 
the iublime and interefting manifeftation of 
angels and of Gk>d, with the attention and 
the carneftnefs, which wc bcftow on fub- 
jeSs 
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jc£ls merely human ; the iaUies of idle am- 
bition, and the fidions of a bold imagina- 
tion. . " , - ^ 

If we apply thef^ general , obferyatious 
to the , particular fubje<ft, which it is my 
intention in this Li(iure to difcufi, it 
>vill be found, that thp .removal of objec* 
lions is not the only benefit, which we are 
capable of deriving from an intimate ac- 
quaintance with facred^ antiquity. By- an 
enlarged kopwledge of the real fituation of 
the. Pca^hetsj we are frequently enabled to 
difcover additional teftiraonies in favour of 
their divine imifliDn, Sopie o^ the pre- 
di^ions recorded in .the Old Teftament 
ate ib inconfiftent with the motives, which 
uniformly aduate mankind, & oppofite 
to thofe, which, might naturally, be ex-^ 
pefted from the chara^er of the perfons,' 
who delivered them, if we .confider thofe 
perfons as impoftors, and.fo utterly irre- 
concileable, upon mere, h'Jman princijdes, 
with the fituations in which the Prophets 
were placed, that we cannot conceive theip 
to have been given to the world, exc^t 
in obedience to the declared will of its al-' 
mighty Ruler. The holy men of old 
could 



i.vCooglc 



i7» S E R M O N V; 

could not havd aiiopted' t^e prophetic cha- 
taiSleri m order to pfomote'lheir'worldly 
iriterells, arid cDiiciliate the favour of man- 
kind ;■ feecaufe therr predit^ions, from the 
ieitKtordihary tikttitis of the fut^e^V were 
often pecnliarfy cafcuktcd to fmftrate 
ichemes of human "|K)licyVartd to "excite 
the difconteht and indjgnaition of the 
hearers. " " -•-■"''■■■"' ■-■ 

....,, .■ :.■■- . ■.^ -■-■ l.''~' '■•■■" -' ■■ ■ 

■ In the lormer Letftures'I'Kave cohfi- 
dered the eVefits foretold" a^'^retilotc'cir- 
cumftaritially deilrieated,' riotcji' numerous, 
eka<5tly 'Coi'ncidltig ^ith ' ' the * predi Aions, 
"and in -a Very high degree improbable in 
thft ages of the i-efpeiSive'Pfophcts. On 
the 'prefctit dccafion, it is'-iijy intention 
to fticw, that they were frequently' U2f- 
FAvotJRAiLEj'in the higheft degree, ,tb all 
thofe int^refted designs, the profec'ution 
of which miift unqueftibnably be thc'Jirft 
and greatcft 'objeA of tM?d'sto|is. This 
pofition I liiope't^ "iHuftrate'and'^ierfiabfifli, 
by ati'erics- of '^JfatHpleSj Ydefllcd trpht| the 
VdumC Sf divirte in'fpii^tiori/'"' ' 

- ■Thtl'-great leader' of Ifi^fetif when 'fce' had 

delivered the laws td'hiscouhtrymerii and 

finilhed 
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fimflied the. lal?oiKs,r. which be,, ivas efjxcr- . 
daily appointed ,tQ_aqc6mpUili,, predicted,, 
that, in a futur? age,_their God would, raife^ 
up among their brethren a J*rophet l^ke 
unto himfelf, wljo 5vould-J3e .charged. ta, 
comn)ui\icat? liis aljpighty will, and would- 
be entitlqj to their iftiplicjt belief and ober 
dience, on.p^in PjT hii nioft ieycre di^lear- 
fure. The Trophecy, according to the. 
application even of an infpired Apoftlc, 
refcrrcd ^ imm^diatcljt t© th,^ ., Mcffiah, , at 
th.e aythp,rity, of .MqfeA 
e pJjJjcatiQn.of hia J^yv. 
ijilh^bii^^its , ^f ,the, giobfi. 
',"^^R 94^^^ piartkipatjpu 
j^ith^th? .Phpftn defcciCMr. 
.., ^OYf Jet , it .W iupT. 
was ijpcpnfciflus of-the. 
fi»n extent qf^the pret^dion^. an^Jet, us 
attend only tp. the literal .jfenfe ,of .his, 
words, which, they inuft nweflarily have 
borne at the mordent of fchefi; delivery.: we. 
fhali tfurely be bl^^d tp , confiffi, that, 
though adqiirablychofen^ Upon the.fwppQ-i. 
fition of a divine. infp.iratiQ.n?.^ 9"^- sff^C- 
tual prefervatlve againft the rejeiSion of 
any.fuj^ure ,mcflengfr.pr nc,w cp^-cnvitu in 
confequence.of the prejudice* of the peo.- 
pic, 
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pic, yet, confidered folely in an human 
point of view, they were moll unfavour- 
able to the caufe, to which the Prbfhet 
had been entirely devoted, and diredly op- 
jiofite' to every known dictate of nature 
and policy. 

'1 
■ It has been the great objed of all fbun- ' 

ders of ftates and empires, to give ftability 
to their inftituti«n3, by guarding them 
agalnft the raihnefs of future innovators. 
For this end, they have generally "advanced 
their own authority, as far as it has been 
poffible, above that of their ambitious de- 
scendants. When the Spartan lawgiver 
had completely formed his republic, he" 
bound the citizens by an oath to maintain 
its conftitution inviolate till his return. 
He departed, and never more was fcen. 
- The pretended Prophet of Arabia declared 
himfelf the final meflengcr of the Al- 
mighty ; and thus endeavoured effedually 
to fecure his religion from the dangerous 
pretenfions of fucceeding impollors. So 
powerful in genera! is this ambitious wilh 
among leglflators, that it has prevailed over 
the fafcinating allurements _ of dominion, 
and fometimes even over the love of Ijfe. 
Lycurgus, 
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Lycurgus, as I have juft obftrved, retired 
to voluntary baJiifliment ana foUtude ; and, 
in conformity with the fame principle, the 
celebrated founder of the Northern Iting- 
doras is reprefented in their fabulous hif- 
torics as having plunged the fword into his 
own breaft. 

From this general priirciple, the predic- 
tion of Mofes can alone perhaps be ex- 
cepted. The great obje<ft of his exertions 
'had been attained. He had conduifled the 
Ifraelites to the borders of the promifed 
land. From the mountains of Pifgah he 
had fliewn them 'the fruitfut vales of Pa- 
leftine, in which they were to repofe after 
their long and painful wanderings. He was 
venerated by his countrymen as their de- 
liverer from fervitude, as the founder of their 
kingdom, and as the meffenger of their . 
Grod. His charader had been fanftioned 
by the moft awful manifcftations of omni- 
potent Power ; and his laws had been fo- 
lemnly received as the will of Heaven. 
The moment of his death approached ; and 
he was about to bequeath his. eftablifti- 
ment, as a facred depolit, to the care of 
fiattire generations. Yet, &r from hallow- 
ing 



i.vCooglc 



176 S E R M O N V. 

ing that eftablifhmeot, by imputing an un- 
rivalled fimSity CO his own chara^er> or 
commending himielf to pofterity as the 
fole fiiVQurite of the Almighty^ he pre- 
dided the coming of a Prophet, whofe au^ 
thorit^ Ifaould refemblc his own. Far from 
pronouncing a curie upon thofe, who fliould 
transfer their obedience to another, he even 
fordhewed to them a future chief, whoie 
mandates, tbey would be bound to obey.- 
In coniequence of this predtAion* his own 
pre-eminence was diroiniihed by the ex- 
pedaticm o£ the future Prophet : ^d an 
opportunity was a^rded to impofton, 
who might hereafter^ found their impious 
pretentions even upon the perverted au-* 
thoriQr of his own pro{:^etic evidence. In 
every other inftance, he had carefiilly pro- 
vided for the fecurity of the laws, which 
he had delivered; and had branded with 
the infamy of impofture all tfaofc, who 
ihould prefume to violate that facred frame 
of civil and religious pcJit}', >vhich, with , 
fuch yiiible and awful proofs of drnnc ap- 
probation, he had firmly confiituted among 
bis countrymen. 

In this predi&ion alone bis conduA was 

in 
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ia direfl oppoTition as well to his own ge- 
neral principles of at^ion, as to the uniform 
tenor of example. 

I am aware that this prediAion has been 
.coniidefed'by fome interpreters, as exprei^ 
five of the fucceffion of Prt^hets in Ifrael. 
But thou^ it m'ay be latisfaAwily proved, 
that fuch a meaning was, at leaft, neither 
the fole nor the primary one intended by 
Mofes; yet, even to thofe, who adopt fuch 
a .confined interpretation, the argument, 
wtuch has been urged, will be fcarcely 
leis forcible. Under- fuCh circumftances, it 
-would have been the policy of a deceiver 
to reprefent the fucceeding Prophets as 
fubferyient to himfelf, and as inferior agents 
employed in fiipport of his inftitution. He 
would neither have admitted them to a 
com|dete equality, nor denomiced tremen- 
dous-threats again{^ thofe, who ihould not 
troplicitly hearlten to their voice. 

Of a fimilar nature with the predidlion 
of Mdes, relating to *be -advent of the 
Meffiah, are the Prophecies of Daniel- and 
of Zcchariah rerpe<fting the final dcftruc- 
tioa of the temple of -Jerufalem-;. The 
M Jews 
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Jews had been languilhing through fc* 
venty years in a diftant captivity : th«r 
country had lain in derdatioA, and their 
temple in ruins j while the opulence and 
fplendour, which the fariftuary had derived 
from the munificence of former fovercigns, 
had long fmce been transferred to the tem- 
ples and palaces of their conquerors. They 
had returned to the Tuins of Sion ; and, by 
the permiflion of the Perfian monarch, 
were rebuilding the houfe of their God. 
At the commencement of every great un- 
dertaking, it is cuftomary, and perhaps na- 
tural, to indulge the mind with imaginary 
hopes of its future importance and cele- 
brity. When the foundations of the Ro- 
man capitol were laid, the empire of the 
world was promifed. Upon the prefent oc-: 
cafion every encouragement was required. 
The people were few in number, depreffed 
and impoverifhed by captivity, and 'ob- 
ftruded in their pious work by the mali- 
cious arts of the Samaritans. So humble, 
indeed, was the general expeftation re- 
fpedling the new edifice, "that amidft the 
fongs and rejoicJnj^, with which the work 
was commenced, the tears of regret burft 
involuntarily from the eyes of the aged, at 
the 
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the rccollcdion of that more glorious tcm- 
ple> which had formerly been ereded by 
an united and profperous nation, which 
had exhaufted the treafures of their two 
moft powerful mpnarchs, and to provide 
.materials for which whole armies had 
been employed amidfl: the forefls of Le- 
banon. Above all, the glory of the Divine 
.prefence, and other fenfible niarks of a fu- 
-pernatural interpofition of the fuprcme Be- 
ing, which had imparted an awful fandity 
to the firft building, could not with cer^ 
tainty be expefted, and in reality did not 
afterwards appear. 

Thus the returning esiles ieemed to re- 
quire every poffiblc encouragement in the 
proiecution of their holy work. Daniel 
Vvas fully fenfible of the neceflity of fuch 
-encouragement ; and in the prayer, which 
he pioufly preferred at the termination of 
.the captivity, he ardently petitioned the , 
Almighty to look upon the defolations of 
his pec^le ; to pity, and to forgive ; to 
turn away his anger and his fury -from his 
city Jerufalem, and from his holy moun- 
tain, and to caufe his face to fliine upon 
his defolated fanduary. Thefe were the 
W 3 fenti- 
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ientiments congenial with tKe Situation of 
the Jews, and beft calculated to animate 
them in the profecution of their work. So 
, ftrong, indeed, was the, neccffity of fuch 
an encouragement, that ^ the fame dirine 
Power, who had fo^'long difplayed his om-- 
nifcicnce in the qaufe of his chofea If- 
^aelites, again interfered in their favour'; 
and made the laft communications of Pro^ 
-phecy under the Mofaic dilpenfation, for 
the purpofe of accelerating the. completipa 
of his holy temple. 

What then can Jie conceived more im- 
probable, and more oppofite to true policy, 
and the common dictates of reafon, th^a 
th^t the deftru(Sion of this very temple, and 
of the city, in which it was eredted; the final 
ceffation of the religious rites, with which it 
was to be hallowed ; the triumphant ctitqr 
of a deftroying enemy, together with a moft' 
lively and tremendous fcene of cpmpIetB * 
devaftation, Ihould bp.predidled, in. th^J: par- 
ticular feafon; in which this pile vras ^bout 
to be eredpd }■ Y^t the.preditf^ion v^as w^ 

• Haggal li. y, p. See alio feveral paflages in the wri^- 
JRgs of tfae t^Fce laA of the ininor PropheU, 
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tered ; and it was uttered by men the 
moft interefted in promoting the work ; 
obfcurely even in Jerufalem by '' Zecha- 
riah, who was more efpecially employed to 
overlook and inipirit the Jews; and in 
the cleareft and moft forcible terms, in the 
capital of the empire, by * Daniel, the fa- 
vourite of fuceeffive Eaftern monarchs, 
through whofe powerful interceffion his 
countrymen were releafed from captivity, 
and. permitted to recover their ancient city, 
and reftore their ruined temple. 

Xhe greater part of the Prophfecles of 
Danielj indeed, are as fmgular in the na- 
ture of their fubje£ls, as in the exaiflnefs of 
their agreement with Tubfequent events. 
The whole tenor of his predi<5tion9 refpe<5l- 
ing the empire and monarchs of Babylon, 
if they be minutely explored, will be emi- 
nently illuikativc- of the pofition, which 
has been advanced. To convey unpleaf- 
■ ing truths to royal ears, has been always 
an irkfome and too often a neglected duty. 
The frequent ignorance of fovereigns, even 
upon iubjeifts conneded with their dearcft 

** Zechariah xi. i, i. ' Daniel ix. 36, 27. 
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interefl:^, is a (aS. of general notoriety. 
The inftances, wherein a liberal and manly 
intercourfe has prevailed between the mo- 
narch and his miniders, may be naturally 
cxpcftcd, and will moft frequently be found 
throughout the weftera portion of the 
globe ; amon'g kingdoms, wh^e the royal 
authority has been happily blended with a 
spirit of rational freedom ; and in the ages 
of refinement and fcicncc, when the ac* 
tions and fentiments even of the moil ex'- 
alted ohara<5crs in the community bcconMi 
_, the fubjcds of an open and candid enquiry. 
But it muil not be expoSed in the vail 
empiies of the Eaft, where imperii power 
degenerated into the ttioft wanton and in- 
exorable defpotifm, and where the obe- 
dience of the fubjeA was degraded into 
the moft abjeift fervitude» and an almoft 
impious adoration. To the caprice o£ ty- 
ranny, to the fury of difappointmwit, to 
the gloom of mortified authority, or to the 
pangs of jealous apprehenfion, the faithful 
counfellor might be precipitately Sacrificed, 
who poflefl'ed the boldneis to unfold, what 
the fovereign might be afraid or unwilling 
to hear. Hence we may obferve in the 
annals of the Eaft, that in the progrefs of 
plots 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyC00^[c 
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plots or Invafions, of domeilic confpiractes; 
or p<^ular infurreflrons, the emperors were 
in general long retained in ignorance ; and 
frequently loft their diadems and their 
lives, from the want of imthful and con- 
fidential communications. How little then 
ought wc to expert, that a youthful fo-* 
reigncr, brought in ignominious captivity 
to Babylon from a diftant and unimpor- 
tant provinccj ftiould boldly communicate 
the moft unfavourable intelligence to the 
monarch, even at the moment, in which a 
capricious and ianguinary decree had gone 
forth, for the utter extermination of the 
Chaldean magicians and aftrologers ! Flatr 
tering hopes and delufive promifea would 
have been . the natural fubjcds of impof- 
ture on an occafion fo pregnant with 
danger. Fetr from adopting this principle 
of worldly policy, Daniel did not cvei* con- 
fine his folemn communications Jlxi ap-*^ 
preaching calaniities : looking forward into 
diftant fiiturity, he difclofed the falliof the 
Babylonian empire, a fubjeft peculiarly 
aSw&vt to the pride and ambition; erf the 
•monarch. 

In purfuing the hiftory of this Prophet, 
, ' H 4 we 
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wc diicovcr during our progrefs the iame 
extraordinary chata£lerifl;ics in his predic- 
tions. When advanced to the higheft 
ftatc .of authority and royal favour, wc 
hear him at one time foretel the degrading 
pcrfonal bumiliatioa of his imperial pa- 
tron"^; at another, in accurate anA circum- 
^ntitd details, enlarge upon the £nal ruin 
of the kingdonj, which he governed, and 
upon the. fame and profperity of fucceedJng 
empires''. Thefe are fubje^b, which even 
f piou3 man,, when infpjred by his Maker, 
oauld fca/cely have entered , upon without 
ibme degree of apjH-dieniion, and which 
^uld. ^ave been avoided, with the moft 
6~iupulous. care by an impoftor. Some of 
t})e.^ly. fathers, irom'a miftaken tnterpro- 
tatipn ei the holy Scriptures, t>eUeved that 
the Axitichrifl c^ the. Prophets reprefented 
tl^ Rom^n emperors. But, thou^ thffjr 
lud iKen- incensed by frequent and moli: 
cnjpl pt^^vttjofti, aud thiough: thcy-oou- 
lagciJvJly pre&rr^^ the, bitter. fufierings of 
i^wrtjrrdom to ,tli6,fie«unc»ti0n of thiar is- 
li^c«i;.j?t tb9y^;^y»ievUowilling-wmhmly 
to provoke th?if;i||Q^rirf..peiifecutaek by ^ 

•* Daniel iv, 35. ' Daniel vU- 3— 8. 

fevcre 
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feverc an application of the divine Oracles, 
and in general were ftlent upon the fub- 
jeA. Jofephus, when he introduced into 
his Antiquities an interpretation of the 
Prophecies of Daniel refpefting the faat 
■ great empires of th6 world, was iilent upon 
the nature <ii the fifths which was dcftincd' 
to rife upon the' ruins of thofe, that fhqjiid 
precede it ; and was reprefented under the 
image of a ftonc cut out of the mountain 
without hands. , Jofephus was prote^fteij 
\rf theRomans; their kingdom was doomed 
to be broken to pieces by the ftbne ; andi 
though c*Fen the immediate infpiration of 
the Deity ^ had revtaled the explanation; 
he would not venture to repeat it*. When 
the Poet and the Orator were' anxious' to 
flatter the pride of the Roman citizens^ 
they - employed the loftieft conc^)tions <jr 
their gewiBs, in afcribing extent and jhi- 
lability to the empire.. In the ' clevatisd 
languag6> iii wbidh the E&ft^n fovereigtri 
■wetfi uniformly addtefled; th6? Kfatitidlefi 
cactemt and etern^ duration of their "dti- 
RuiHion 'were ufuaUy feletfted as the fitfrcft 
iiitgftf^'of- panegyric and adblatron: - ' 

r Daniel li, ip, - . . ■ , ' 

< Jofeph. Antiq. 1. X, c. X. fcft. 4, p, 457. 
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Such is the condu6l ufiially adopted by 
mankind in fituations like thofe in which 
the Jewifti Prophet was placed. But no 
interefied coniidcrations decided the ac> 
tions of Daniel. His unwelcome predic- 
tions; ib -c^jpolitc to the maxims of policy 
ewi~ to theauthoHty oi; general example, 
could only have proceeded from the in- 
fluence of divine infpiration, or from the 
wild ebullitions of inlanity. The lattet 
iuppofition is totally irreconuleable > with 
the eftabliflied charaflcr and dignified ^ 
tuation of the PropHet. There is a won- 
derful confiilency in the whole hiftoi^^ (^ 
Daniel. It was the iame magnanimity, 
the iame undaunted reiblution, luperior to 
the allurements of intereft, and even to 
the terrors of death, which difplayed itfelf 
in the caufe of divine truth, when, to 
'avoid the crime of idolatry, he ehtered the 
lions* den ; and when, in obedience to the 
will of his God, he hazarded the refcnt- 
ment of the greatell monarch of the world. 

I cannot refrain, from adding one iflK 
ftance more> in confirmation of the argu- 
ment from the writings of the Prophet, 
who. has. fdreftdy occupied fo n^uch of our 
atten- 
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attention. After die capture of- Babylon 
by Cyrus, Daniel appears to have been re- 
ceived with refpefl and favour by the coa- 
queror. Through Hs intcrcft with the ncvr 
Sov^eign, the captivity was terrainated, 
and his ^ counOymen vrctc pomittcd to 
return to Jenifalcm. Yet within a vAy 
ihotp time after the acceflion of Cyrus to 
the throne of Babylon,' the Prophet fore^ 
told the ruin of his- empire, and the glory 
of the kingdom which was to be exalted 
by its fall. Such a communication,' at all 
times in the highcfl: degree uripleaiing, at 
that particular fe^n mull have been pro- . 
du^ve of real danger, and was peculiarly 
calculated to fill the mind of the conqueror 
with jealoufy and ipprehenfion. . Among 
a vanquifhed people, hardly beginning to 
reconcile themfclves to their new ycJte^ 
what circumftahce would be more likely to 
ehcriih an unlettled temper of mind, and 
to excite commotions and dangerous ex- 
petSations of a change, than the delivery 
of Prophecies concerning the final over- 
throw of the empire ? And who could be 
fo unlikely to utter ftich Prophecies, as the 
principal minifter of the Tanquilhed mo- 
narch, who was received into tbrc &vout 
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and proteSion of the conqueror, and whoft 
former celebrity in divination, and exalted 
ftation in the empire, muft have 'conferred 
a dangerous authority on his fuppofed dc- 
velopement of futurity ? No principles of' 
human policy, no fuggeftions eveh of the 
nJDft ordinary prudence, can poffibly ac- 
count for fuch condud. It appears to be 
ftrikingly demonftrative of the interpofition 
of the high and omnifcient Director of the 
world, the God, as he is exprefsly called, of 
Daniel, who is the living Ood, and ftedfail: 
for ever, whofe kingdom " is that which 
fliall not be deftroyed, and whofe dominion 
ihall be even unto the end. ^ 

To the inftances already adduced, may 
be added the ftiU more ftriking example, 
exhibited" in the prcdidions fo frequently- 
and fully delivered, concerning the reje^bn 
of the Jews, and the calling of the Genttles. 
That the time ihould ever arrive, in which 
the efpecial protetflion of the Almighty 
would be entirely withdrawn from his fa- 
voured people, was the moft unwelcome 
intelligence which could be conveyed to 
_ the ears of a Jew. But that the Gentiles 
fhould be admitted to the bleffings, which 
would 
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would then be no longer enjoyed by his 
nation, muft have been a circumftance pe- ■ 
culiarly aggravating, and calculated to ex- 
cite his utmoft indignation and refentment. 
The Jews had, in the earlieft periods of 
their hiftory, been felefted as the favoured 
people of Grod. With them he had efta- 
bliihed an e^cial covenant. He direSed 
their temporal affairs, and had inftituted 
their iacrcd lites. The annals of their 
nation were ennobled and fandificd, as it 
were, by innumerable inftances of his won- 
derful a(fts of omn,ipotence. The plains of 
Falqfline had fc^uently been vifited by his 
heavenly meffcngers: and all the fcenes, 
■which were there prefented to the view, 
hafi been confecrated by vifions and by 
miracles- This continued experience of 
%h.e indulgence of Heaven to their tribes. 
bad a pernicious influence on the difpoiition 
of the people. They were induced to con- 
ftder themfelves as exalted above the otho* 
inhabitants of the earth, and became proud, 
felfifli, and contemptuous. Their higheft 
hopes, and warmeft feelings of glory arofe 
from, this exclufnre claim, to tlie Divine 
favpur; imd, in confequence of this pleafing 
pxm^ation, they contemplated the future 
celebrity 
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celebrity of thtax tribes, with fonder par- 
tiality, perhaps, and a more ^dent enthu- 
fiafm, than has ever been indulged by 
heroes or ^triots, in the fanguine anticipa- 
tion of their favourite fchemes of fame and 
empire. 

Their abhorrence of other nations was 
proportioned to their bigotted attachment 
to their own. This avcdion was h^ight- 
.cncd, and in fome dcgrfce even fandioned, 
■by peculiar circumftances, neceflarily arifmg 
from the general nature of their religions 
oeconomy. The iyftem of entire f^paration, 
which had been commanded by Heaven, 
while it eventually gave birth to the arro- 
gant feelings of a fancied fuperiority, filled 
them alio with contempt for the neglcded 
votaries of Polytheifm. 

To a people infpired with thele ienti- 
ments, no fubjeft can be conceived more 
ungrateful, than the aflurarice of their own 
rejc6i:wn from the Divine favour, and of 
the adoption of Heathen idolaters. A fcene 
of things entirely the reverfe, the final 
depreffion of Infidels, and the triumphant 
exaltation of Judea, would have been the 
natural 
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natural theme of impofiors. It is diiEcult 
to iuppoie that a Jew, in the ages of the 
Prophets, unaided by Divine infpiration, 
could have brought his ima^nation to con- 
ceive as poflible the prefent aftonifliing fi- 
tuation of the Jewifh and Chriftian world. 
But it is abfolutely incredible, that a de- 
ceiver, even if he had admitted the Situation 
to be probable, would have felefted it as the 
lubjeft of his deluiive Oracles. Yet the 
Prophets not only conceived the poffibility 
of the change, but in the ftrongefl and 
mpft precife terms repeatedly foretold it. 
Aiid fome of the loftieft conceptions, which 
hare ever animated the human mind, were 
employed in giving weight and energy to 
the unwelcome afliirance. 

The particular time fixed for the accom- 
pliflimcnt of thefe extraordinary Prophe- 
cies was as hoftile to the preconceived 
ojMnions of the Jew^, as the humiliating 
event fo exprefsly foretold. The advent 
of the Mefliah was the ajra, to which they 
looked fOTward with pride and joyful ex- 
peftation. All their national inftitutions 
feemed to them to be formed with a view 
to the appearance of this exalted perfonage. 
This 
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This cxpcflation was their pride in pro- 
fperity, and their consolation in defeat; 
and at one period of their hiftory it pre- 
ferred their national fpirit, and perhaps 
their very exiftente as a people, during the 
defolation of their native territory, and the 
ignominious captivity of its inhabitants. 
Their own erroneous interpretations of 
Prophecy had inflamed their imaginations 
■with the m6ft romantid hopes of triumph 
arid celebrity. Glowing with the ftnd 
conception, they afdcntly dftfircd to' fee the 
iaivation'of Ifrael,' and acknowledge their 
deftinei^ Deliverer ; and they had filled.the 
whole'wbrld witkthe anticipated fame, of 
• the extraordinary Pcrfohage. Yet this fig- 
nal a:ra was fixed by their Prophets for ' 
their lots of the partial protedion of Hea- 
ven, and fof the rft-admiffion of Heathen 
nationstfj'the Divine favour. Whei'e arc 
the principles of human policy, which <^ 
reafonably Account for' the predi<Stion J^ No. 
pataflel, \rr even diftant refemblahce, qbh , 
be diftovei'ed among tfie effofions oCihe' 
Heathen Oracles; It was never declared'' 
to the Romans by their Sibyl's, that, in the ' 
completion of -their moft ardent wiflies, 
and the acconipriftiment^ of their Icrfiy 
^' fcheraQ 
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G^exne of imtvcrial dominion, they would 
find onljr their ruin and their ihame. When 
the enterprifing Macedonian preiented him- 
felf at ^e cave of the Piieftcfs, be was not 
informed that, by a final decree of tKe 
gods> hb gloty, when it ihould arnvc at 
its height, and the time of enjoyment ap- 
proach, would be terminated by a prema- 
ture deaths and that his empire would be 
violently difmembered almoft at the mo- 
ment of its birth. To di^ne infpiration 
alone, then, can it be afchbed, that the 
foreknowledge of a ftate of human affairs 
ib peculiarly luigrateful was manifefled by 
th^ Jewifli Prophets ; and that the parti- 
cular feaibn was marked for its commence- 
ment, the choice <^ which was direflly 
adverfe to the accompUihment of all thole 
interefted defigns, which can induce an 
impoftor to i^ume the prophetic office. 

Many of the charaSeriftics, which the 
JevriiK Prophets afligned to their expe^ed 
Meffi«h, are etpially inexplicable, unleft we 
allow them to have been adnally infpired 
by God- T^ty dwelt with peculiar difr 
tin£bie& upon his r^dion by his country-, 
men, his humiliation, his fufferings, and 
o. his 
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his ignomintous death. The eameft cx- 
pe^tiom of an extraordinaiy pcfibnage, as 
I have already ohfenred, had prevailed 
among the J&vfB through evexy period of 
their biftoiy. Tb^ had fired thar ima- 
gmitjon with the moft romantic ht^es of a 
temporal fovcreign, who ytquM caalt their 
nation by the fplcnddur of his triumphs* 
and the extent of his dominicm, and under 
whpfe banners the ididatrou& kingdoms of 
the earth -would bovr dowa. |»foi;e thor 
vi^rious tribes, , ; 

Now had the ezp^dation of inch a de- 
liverer ori^nated ia uncertain trnditioti, 
and been prelerved- merely-]^ national pre- 
judice i and had the Pro|>hets, availing 
themielves of the deluiQofi, empl^ed it as 
an infoument in impofing upon pqmlw 
credulity* they ^orild iurely have Utsited 
their prediftiom to fiach circumfiances re- 
fpe^ng him. as would be attwded. with 
/ iplendoiv and glo^i YQt ^ey ;adopfed nf> 
fucH limitation* but'fpolce as: gilly. of the 
lefs iplendid parts of lus cbara^ry ha 
abafement. a^i^ons^ and ignoffunioui 
<leath, . a» of the (Uvine «xceUenci<3' with 
which he was vifibly adorned, and of his 
exaltation 



i.vCoo^lc 



S^E K M t) N V. 195 

^laltEitlbil and final triumph over hell and 

■ I vfentufed to 'affert, irt the beginning 
6f this Difcoiifffi,' that the fubjeib of many 
impoitant- pr^diAionS ccftild not, except 
upon the prefiimptioh of Divind Revelation, ■ 
be reconciled with the fituation of the 
PiFophets, by whotti they -were delivered. 
THe examples, which have been adduced, 
are abundantly fufficient to confirm this 
pofition; and, though I have expatiated 
but upon few, a variety might be added 
ftom the facfed Volume, Iri which they 
tlnivetfally aboilnd. 

' Though tW impious pretenders to in- 
ibiration in liVael and Judah were con- 
ftaritly uttering the moft grateful but de- 
kiiive braCles ; and though the ignorant 
and vidous multitude were repeatedly So- 
liciting the Prophets of God not to pro- 
phet fight thing?, but to fpeak fmooth 
things, a'nd' prophefy deceit ; yQt thofe 
holy i^h, in a manly fpirit of firmnefs and 
integrity', regardlefs- of the nature of the 
|pr£<£4%ions, repeated with fidelity whatever 
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■was revealed by the Divine In^iretj and' 
fb generally unfavourable vvere the,-^m'^ 
munications which they made, that they 
were fubjed:ed thereby^ 'th;^\;gh thes long 
courfe of their iacrcd miniftry, to the 
conftant reproach and reientment both -of 
the princes and the people. 

Was it the policy of an impoftor, to 
appear, like the man of God, before the 
altar at Bethel^ £uid exppfe his life tp the 
rage of the fiiipicious Jeroboam ? 

Was it the policy of an iinpoftor, - to 
declare in the name of Heaven, like Elijah;, 
in confequence of an iiyury offered to a 
private individual, the tremendous puniih- 
ment of the immoral and impious family 
of Ahabi who had polluted thcmfelves with 
blood in the profecutlon of their imjulj: 
defigns? 

Was k the policy of an impoilor^ v'hen 
two poworfijl raonarchs.were marching forth 
at the head of a formidable army, apd all tin? 
numerous prieils of AAarte had gratiiied 
them with promifes of iuccefs and glory, 
, iikc. 
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like Micaiah, '^one td predict misfortune 
and defeat, at the hazard qf imprironment> 
and even of death. 

A deceiver 'wotild not, like Hijah, have 
foretold the approaching death of an im- 
pious king ; nor, like Jeremiah, have pre- 
di Aed the captivity and afilidlions of his 
fovereign ; eipeiJaWy at a moment when 
he had incurred the perilous fufpicion of 
favouring the ciufe <rf the ciiemy. 

A ■ dfecciver Ivould noti like Nathan, 
have' dehOunced'"a heavy judgment for a 
fihgle crimei though even of the deepeft 
die, ^gainfl one bf the moft moral and 
pious; as vrell as the niblft prosperous ahd 
highfy favoured of dll the kings of Judah. 

A deceiver would not, like Ifaiah, have 
forelhewn to the good and pious Hezckiah 
the approachinig Ytlinr (3£ hi& kirigdom, on 
acdbuBt Of Ae -apbaf tiritfy tifflih^ offence, 
of oftcrttatioiillj^' cxjidlngili^ treafures to 
4e VteV? of thc^B^W/bili^ 'ftieffengers. 

■ What but the over-ruling ipirit of God 

could have guided the Prophet of Moab, 

o 3 when. 
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when,^ifregarding the moft fplcndid al- 
lurements, in opposition to the interelts of 
his natioi^.to his own ardent wifhes, and 
to the repeated and peremptory commands 
of his fovereign, he foretold in the clcareft, 
fulleft, and moft eloquent terms, the: pro-. 
fpcrity ajid fame of the unl^nown and 
hoftile armies of I&ael ? 

What but the agency of a ftipfiKor 
Power could have induced the Prophets to 
urge the inefficacy of ceremonial litesi and 
cvep to £x the period of their fin^l ajMlition, 
though at the fame timp they fttenuoufty. 
exerted thpir divine authority, to retain 
their countrymen in a faithful obfervance, 
of the Mofaic law, and perpetually rcpre- 
fented it both as the gift and command of 
their God ? 

Ifaiah predjfled the reftoration of gcr 
huine piety in Egypt, and the eftablilUr 
ment of an intimate religion's conneiftion 
between ' that country and Judca. Now, 
■whether we confidicr the Prophecy as dc-r 
fcribing the temporary prevalence trf" Ju- 
dajfci under the favour of onr of thfrl^t<r 
Ptolemies, or the converfionbf the Egyptian 
people 
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peopleto.Cfarii^wit^ in a fubfequent age, - 
it cannot be iatisfa^lcvrilj: accounted for 
i^n any of the ordinary motiyes which 
influence mankind. AU the Prophets anxi- 
ouily laboured to eifei^ a continuance of 
tlM entire fcparatioi^, -vifhidb. fubfifted be- 
tween the two countries ; while Ifaiah in 
particul^ ezerted the utmoft force of his 
divine eloquence in dilTuading his country- 
.'men^&om repoiing icpnfidence in the Egyp- 
tians; and^ in.pro&cution of this deiign, 
they repeate4Iy dehneated, in the mofl 
ikiking colours, the heavy calamities, to 
which, that devoted nation was doomed. 

• WTicn Cyrus entered Babylon, the Jew- 
iih E'rophecies were &bmitted to his in- 
fpedion. In them, the Lord, the Ood of 
tfrael, is reprefented as forming the light, 
and creating darknefs. Now Light and 
Darknels were the two prcfiding'deitics in 
the m^ian , fuperilition, in whidh Cyrus 
had been educated. If, therefore, the Pro- 
phecies, of liaiah were. Jipt really the Re- 
velations of Heaven . delivered in a preced- 
ing a^, but ibrger^es- exeqited. at the mo- 
nKnt &ir purpofes of deception, . is it in the 
fiighteft ^gree probable, that fuch a do- 
o 4 fcrlption 
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fcriptibn. of the. Almighty -would have been 
invented for. tlic f*ke of conciliating the 
favour of tl?e conqueror, as was in the 
higheft degree likefy to produce an <^po- 
fite etfed, to provoke his indignation^ and 
tp rcndpr htmt^cven upon religious princi- 
^es, hoftilc ,to the caufe of the Jews ? 

When the time o( the crucifixion ap- 
proaphcd, and the difcifdes of our Sa- 
viour were aboiiit to be diiheartened and 
perplexed by the . apparent ruin of thor 
caufe* in the Arongeft and moft imprei^. 
five maimer he prophetically^ delineated 
their approaching perfecutions. He r^re- 
fented to them, that they were deflmed to 
the mofl heavy calamities, which human 
nature can endure ;. not only to prifons, to 
flripesv and tO' death, but to the general 
hatred of mankind^ to the apoflafy and 
treachery of their friends, and, what is 
perhaps the greatefl of all human, trials, 
even td a general fpirit of indifference, 
among their brethren, refpedlng their com- 
. mon caufe. Surely the fpirit of truth, and 
a certain prefciencc of the efficacy of the 
divine affiflance, with which he intended 
to fupport them, could alone have prompted 
him 
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Mm to make fuch an unwelcome repre- 
fcntation, at a moment, when every cn- 
c»uragement was required. An impoftor, 
in commending a pretended revelation to 
tiie zeal of his deluded followers, would 
have endeavoured to ■fire their imaginations 
hy expatiating upon its final triumph, and 
delineating in the brighteft colours fcenes 
of permanent profperity and ■ iJ>lendour : 
while the intermediat*! difficulties, to which 
its propagation might appear to be fubj'eiS, 
would have been either, entirely omitted, or 
repre&nted in the weakefl and moA gener^d 
terms, as unworthy of the ferious confi- 
dera.Eion of fmcere and able fiipportcrs. ' 

■ 'Though we are unable, in thefe numer- 
ous, inftartces, to reconcile the lubjeds of 
file 'predictions with any motives of human 
artifice ; yet, if we admit the Prophets to 
have been commlflioned by the Lord, the 
God of Heaven, their comniunications will 
appear perfeftly confonant with that high 
and holy chara<Ser. They conftantly de- 
clared tiiemfelvcs to be the meflcngers of 
the Moft jffigh ; and it is abfolutely in- 
credible; that they would have uttered 
fiich extfaordinary Prophecies, as thofe, 
which 
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which they frequently delivered, if his di- 
vine SjMrit had not really Qv^-ruled a^d 
guided their wills, When our Saviour 
c<Hiddcended to anfwer the accufatic« q{ 
the Phacifees, who afcribed his miracles to 
a demoniacal agency, he overthrew th<i 
blasphemous ot^edion, by Shewing the ut-> 
ter inconfiftency of the pure and holy doc- 
trine, for the eftablifhment of which his 
iupernatural works were wrought, with 
the pernicious principles, which a Demon 
rnuft neceffarily labour to inculcate. In 
tkc 'manner, we may reply with boldaeia 
to the modern Infidel, who arrogantly pro- 
nounces all Prophecy to be the ofBpring erf 
deception, that the fubj^<Ss of many of 
the iacrcd Oracles were totally irreconcilc- 
gble with the purpofe of a deceiver. If 
the fuppotition of their impofture be ad- 
mitted, they inevitably tended to alienate 
the aifetflions of the hearers, and to injure 
the cauie, which they were intended to 
fiipport. " My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," 
iaid the Lord of hofts to his chofen peo-' 
pie of old. Moil ilrikingly is this fliblime 
ientiment illuilrated in the peculiar nature 
of many, of the iubjejSs felcfted by the an- 
cient 
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cient Prophets, ^ar removed from the- 
ways and thoughts of man, from the con- 
traded views of human poHcy, and from 
the petty artifices of impofture, they exM 
hibit this clear and forciUe evidence, that 
they originated in the couniels of the Al- 
mighty, and were delivered in obedience 
to his revealed will. 
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KNOWN UI^TO GOD ARE ALI, HIS WOKKS 
, FKOH THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD. ' 

A O judge of the truth of Rerelatlon hy. 

the dogmas, which the pride of human 
reafon invents ; to aiTume arbitrary princi- 
ples, and to reje<% or admit the narrations, 
the do(^rines, and the evidences contained 
in the facred Writings, as they are found 
to be more or lefs confiilent with thofe 
principles, is a practice at once arrogant 
and dangerous in the extreme. We thereby 
endeavour to fet bounds to the a<fts of 
the Almighty, to reduce the high powers 
of Divine wifdom to a level with the con- 
traded intelleA of man> to conteoul and 
give 
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give lawa to Omnipotence, It is not fur- 
prifing, that a pradice fo contrdiy to the 
.natural didxttes of reafon ihould be the pa- 
rent of Sc^ici&a and Infidelity. The phi- 
Jbfophcr prdSmptuoufly determines, what 
the conduct, and tii& do^nes of his Maker 
ought to be ; and if the conduA and the 
doftrincs, recbrtfcd" in liic Ttfltmie'of Rcvc- 
ladon, do not coindcle with, his precon- 
ceived opinion, even though thej be ianc- 
tioned by pretematurd teftimonies, which, 
he cannot feirly diiprovc, he rcjeAs them 
as unrfeaibnable and unworthy of btUef, 
This pernicious drror will be fourid, upon 
examination, to be one chief caufe of the 
increafed prevalence of Dcifm. It is the 
llonc, on,' which the pretended phtlofo- 
phers of the prcfent age have fatally ftnm- 
Wed, ', ■ - 

. Ilioii^ there are firff jirinciples,- from 
which We may venture, without prcfumfi- 
tbn, to believe that the Almighty vfrill not 
deviate ; yet they are few and fimple : and 
whenever he appears to depart froiii any 
6ne. of them, it becomes us not, on that 
account, arrogantly to rgeft his revela- 
tion : we ought rather, with car ncftneis 
' and 
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and humility, to feek the caufc erf the de- 
viation in the cxercift of fome othet of 
his divine attributes, in conformity with 
wWch, in the inftance under confideration, 
from the peculiar circumftances of the 
cafe, he in his wifdom may hare aAed. 

Let it not be fuppofed^ that I wilh to 
exclude the exercife of realbn on the iub- 
je^ of revelation. Far otherwife. It is 
the principal charaderiftic of Chriftianity, 
the matk by which, it is peculiarly diilin- 
guilHed from all other religions, that it 
Submits its precepts arid evidences .to the 
Cool and impartial judgment of mankind. 
Some of its doftrines are above, but none 
are contrary to reafon. It is the abufe and 
not the xrCe of this faculty, which is con- 
demned. ■ The Chriftian teacher folicits his 
hearers" to decide in favour of the Gofpel, 
by the' diSates of 'their ibber judgment. 
The more accurately the feveral parts of 
our Reli^on ihall be" examined, with a fm- 
■cere defire of acquiring a knowledge of the 
truth, the more cleaidy will the admirable 
propriety and excdlcnce of the whole be 
dxR^cmed. 

In 
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In any great work, the fitnels of a va- 
riety of impcvtant parts is an indubitable 
CT^dencc of defign. llic jnftneft and mu- 
tual connexion of the feveral membdrs of 
the univerfe are vifible tefltmomes of an 
all-wife and omnipotent Creator. When 
Gakn had csunined with accuracy the 
formation of the huinan frame, ftrudc with 
^e admirable propnety ahdjnutuid agree- 
meht'of all its members, he acJinowledged 
it to be at -oiice the* woA and the proof of 
a God. In the ianie manner, {rorn die Axit- 
ablen^fs of the ^^«nt parts of the great ' 
ichcme of Prophecy,- we may' reaibnably 
infer the ncceffity of an in^irii^and over- 
ruling Mind. 

By cafting oiK eye orec -the fmcred pages* 
and bringing within our view the mof^ 
fbikit^' circumftances, illnftratiTe of this 
obfervation, we IhaH be Supplied with a 
forcible argument in fupport of the inipi- 
ration of the Prophets. 

In prolecutin^ this enquiry, we muft 

not allow ourselves pre&mptuolifly to af- 

funic arbitrary principles. We muft bear 

continually in our recolle^on what was 

the 
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the real intentiop of Prophecy, as that in- 
tentioti has been graFiouflycqimcunicated 
tb us in the fa^j-ed Wrkings. ■' We ought 
then to examine wlietfaer a^ coftsisT^scY- 
can be diiipovefci i^ the &vei;al parts. And 
fiia\\y.f witH ^jtis^n^r and. irri partiality, 
wc ihoijjck en4?f^YQ¥rfe?.:46^"pip*> whe- 
ther fiach a c9n(iftenoy jfr;no| aT^t^C: proof 
of DESIGN.; 410,4 wbcfhcr it; is [either rca» 
fonablc, ot-cfqn poflible,";to fuppofe/ that 
it coul4- ^6al}y have^ beQn'^ttained> anldi 
the extraoidinary perfo^;; b-y.tyhom the 
fdieme was ..gi^di^Iy.uJDfokl^^haU, been 
affiftet^by a diyipe Ji^pjrv.;., r ? .' 

In my former Difcourfea I have been 
chiefly empioyei^ ^ ex*(nining- th,'^ ifloft 
flxiking charadteriftics of -feyeral particular 
prddidioQSi-letusnow di^d ourenqulTies 
by more com[M:dhcofr?t!j)rinciples, and c(3n- 
-iitJer the general iy Item -of P^opliccy at 
large. 

i) la. a^^MYKicIung . to this. difcUlIkm, tve 
mtifl: call to onr remembrance the deJign 
of the Almig^y, in raifing up his holy 
Prophets. In the «urly ages of the world, 
he eftabliftied a double covenant with his 
p chofen 
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chosen people; .the one tepsppral, and coii-. 
iiaed to themfelves ;. the other Spiritual, and 
extended to all mankind; By the fkH he 
promised a particular interfereace, during e 
Conliderable perio4 of-time, in the a^ai&s 
of the Israelites : by the fecond, ■ a genotal 
redemptiMi of the whole human Jace. In 
conformity with thefc promlfes^.the^ Pro- 
. phets were commissioned to preferve amoi^ 
the Jews a full convidion of the more im- 
mediate interpolidon of God in their pre- 
fent government ; and alfe. to c^te in 
their minds an earneil expe^tion of the 
future Deliverer, and prepare the way for 
Ijis coming. Theie were the general, du- 
ties of their mihiflry, the gi^at ontHoes-of 
their high comraiiGon. . '. . 

In the propofed examination of the con- 

fiilency, which diiUnguiih^ the writings 
of the Prophets, it is my intention to con- 
fider, firft, the citcumftances . ostnoEled 
with the complex nature t£ the ' prophet^ 
office, and afterwards thofe, wfaidi-ceiicmttd 
folely to the benen^eat redemption, fV^h 
was ultimately intended. . -' ,li.i.'*" 

When we refie^i upon the twdfoM'Ax- 

• ture 
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tut'e bf th£ prophetic office,- we may rea- 
Tonably imagine^ that the rptiit of. Pra- 
phecy would be difplayed with uncommon 
hiibrc in tho& potiods of the Jewilh hif- 
toryt in which the- people were more 
ftrangly tempted to forego the cxpe^tion 
of the iuture Deliverer, and, .renouncing 
did worihip of Jehovah, to bow before .-the 
altars of the Heathen gods- 

- T^he pemfak of the iacred Writings wHl 
confirm thi$ reaibnable prefumption^ 

^ven in the .agos,..whi^ preceded -tlje 
eJlaUiibment of the Mof^c Utw, the be- 
nevolent Creator: appears tohaTC provided 
for his creatures^ by the& osprcg means, 
the aid more immediately required by 
/^ |wefltire'of :cin3luxi^^'oes^at particular 
tiaii«'> ■ Ai... i<- :■ J. ■ '• '■ ■ "i"^ 

A^hxa. man hM incurred by fin the ibiV 
fekQfo.'pf his bltisfuL .condition, -and was 
dow^d'to ferrowsiand^to "de&th, the. pto^ 
raiib/of ifiiture *cftomtion wad pecularly re- 
quired, to alleviate 'tlteiinierity '.of Jhe ien- 
tence, to banifh the fatal effe^s of defpair. 
And to maintain reli^oa iti the world>S In 
p 2 that 
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that melancholy houf it was gracioufly im- 
parted. 

At the time' of the dtlt^gi, and through 
the iirft of the fiicceedhig age^ no fpiritusl 
piomiie was renewed; the vHible interpo- 
iition of God in £hat a'wfut ' mir^Ie hav- 
ing ncceflatily made' a deep impnsffion 
upon the mmds of the'fewifurrivors, and 
of their immediate dcfoendants. 

When maiJcind again multiplied, and 
the hoiy Patriarchs were fiirrounded by a 
corrupt and idolatrous world, -they WWe Se- 
cured from the contain by the tiffur^nCes 
of Prophecy, and the ptOftiife c^an umv^^ 
blefling to mankind ^thtou^ their l))ed; 

When their d^endants were abaftt tb 
be oppreiTed in a flrange land, and to be 
allured by univerfal' example to the wor- 
ihip of the Egyptian - idok, not only the 
prccife period of their fufferings ■Wte'pre- 
difftcd, and the fiitun glorie* of theJr tribes 
foreihewn, but, 'though nl obicnre teiAu, 
the coming 6f Shileh^'wis gracidufly pw- 
raifed, and the bleffihg-M^affured^tO' Ju- 
dah. On the other hand, during the theo- 
cracy. 
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cracy/betweeptJ^ ttimes-of -%Mores.and oi 
the eftablilhment of the, royal authority, 
■when the power of Omnipotence was fuf- 
ficiently mamfe^ed^ by %ns^.^fid . mighty 
lyondera, and by a;ii[ccp«ivt diiplay of ' Pro- 
phecy upon tenip«iaL'.£»^^)d6 aa ^n.inAni- 
raent of diriBCg^Tqnajn^t; ihinng that 
iwonderfu] period: hatdly any intimation 
was given of the ecxalted Perfonage, in 
whom all the nations of the earth were 
ultimately to be bleffed. 

The fidelity of David was rewarded by 
a plainer and fiiller communication of the 
Diyine purpofe rdpei^ing the future Ke- 
deemer. Soon aftec his times, when the 
days ctf vengcMice were ^ hand, when the 
arm of the Almighty was terribly ftretchcd 
forth, and the people, exposed to his dread- 
ful relentment, were trembling before, an 
irrefiftibte enemy, or languifliing in difliant 
captivity ; and when, overpowered by fuch 
trem«idou9 calamities, they were in danger 
<^ being teaift«4 to wpounce the God, by 
whom they wefe apperehtly forfeken, and 
to flyfor fuoooprrto the.idolsj by whom they 
feimed to be fiAducd,; then- tiie prophetic 
power was more partimlarly exerted to re- 
p 3 animate 
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;^nimate their confidence. and reftore, -their 
hope, to convince them .that .the Almighty: 
vrai ftill their protedor, and that thcy.wew 
fufferir^ not from the prevailingvaicendaacy^ 
of arr)F other God, but under.thejuil: indigo 
nation of their own. The ages of adyer-^ 
fity;-were more particularly the ages of.Prfti 
phecy. In fucli feaibjis/ not Miljr the temr 
poral-iulferinjp of the IfraeHtes-were accu-* 
lately and fully foretold, but the pidute .of 
the Meffiah and of his kingdonj was drawn 
;¥vith an aftonilhinjg degree, pf minuteneis, 
fpirit, and fphsndoijr. Thus the prfidjc- 
tions of Iiaiah» ofJer«roiah, of Ezf^i^, 
and of Danisl, were deliviyied m- fe^ns 
of apptohenfion, difmay, and defe^afiois, 
amidfl: the impotcno* of defeat, ^aiKj.. the 
anguifh and dcijwndence of ]aBgth^]iie4 
c^tivityi • ■ i ; >.;,:-, ,fk: 

This fubordinate dcilgn of the holyi^ff; 
rit, fo manifeft through (the long courfa^qf 
Divine infpiration, difplayed itfelf in a>ns# 
Jlriking manlier,, in. one fignal i5ftft^K;p,',a)i 
the clofe of Jewkh Prc^hefy; ■ 'The iufe^-i 
bitants of Judah hud returnc^i froufi- csp? 
tivity in.pcwoTty and .wd^kneTsinrftftoriflg 
th?ir - ruined temple,:,it^iejf , ^we : j^sfptfitfd 
antl 
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afid dHcoiiraged by the manifeft inferiority 
of the new building to the former pile, the 
magnificent T*ork: of Solomoni At this 
feafon of defpondence, '■ the prdmifr of the 
Meffiah -was grScioufly^ renewed; and » 
niighty addition of dignity was afforded 
to the rifing temple, by an anticipaticxi of 
the fplcndour and Solemnity, which it 
fliould dcrire, in a ^ture age, from the 
prefencc t^ the UeCed Son of God. 

Even thft fefpenfion of ProfAccy during 
the long period, which intervened between 
Malachl and the Baptift, trfEjrds a firong 
confirmation of the principle, which has 
been advancedi The Jewifh character, iti 
enc moft important point, had undergone, 
during the captivity in Babylcm, a total 
alteration. The ardour for Idolatry and 
for the forbidden rites of Polytheifm, which 
had been the cat^ tiirOU'gh naany preced- 
ing generdtions, of lb much guilt and woe, 
IVaS entirely e^cringuiflied. From that fig- 
nal teta the Jews perfcvcred in a firm,, 
thot^h fometinrtes miftalcetv, attachment to 
titepfeceptsa^d ritual of the law. As 
thty wfcre, ti(cr«fo¥c; no longer in danger 
pf apoSaly, thtrO ^Waa -no' farther necefiity 
r 4 of 
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(^ ,i(ii;ig<fating their cop6dence and tc* 
anipiating; ^pir .{a«ty, by occafional re- 
neiyals of t}\c diviae promife. In con- 
fpTpijty, viiih ^his ,vni"'«'3cdented fityation 
of the J&wfs, yvfi Hn^i- tht-% the fpirit of 
Propjicqj' ceflfed, and w^* never after excr-^ 
cifed .1^ ai4, of ttw Mq&ic polity. -. 

Fro^ ,thiB fliprt. reviaiw of ^e prophetic 
hiiloryjit is.evidcnt, that thefe .gracious com- 
munications were more . efpecially imparted 
at pariticular {e^fotia, acggrding to a B%ed 
principle for the attainment of a particular 
end. To the unprejudicedxnquirer it muft 
appear niqraUy impoffible* that, m a variety 
of, predi^ioqs, delivered through a long 
period of t;rne, fuch *n intention could bo 
made fo clearly a^d firongly to appear, if 
th#, predidions ha^ b«en cnthufiailically 
and incoherently. uttered,. ;and no defign 
\ti\hatever had bc^en intended. Qhance coukl 
not have prpdqG^difecfitain an indication 
of ^ftera. .-, , 

3ut thoL^h ^^ QiEpe^tiipA of it Mef^ 

fiah, the cpnf^nt^ theme ^ the, diviae- ;pre^ 

didioiis, rauil,r.:v^n .fif{ly-i:ea^ited,> huve 

bec» fp«iiUarly,,ca^i;^Bijto prcferve a 

people. 
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people, <even iiffder die moll calamitous 
diftreffes, in a faithful adherence to the fti- 
preme Being, from whom the promifcd 
bleffings were to fl<JVP.; yet the fimpleaffur- 
ance of thefe Meffings, when tinattcndcd 
with any vifible proof of a divine inte^io- 
fition, would not have Iwcn capable of 
completely producing the defired effeft. 
Promifes of fo extraoirdinary a kind ought 
to be accompanied' by' circumHarlces, which 
may imprefs the mind with aftonilhmcnt, 
and produce a rational conviiftion of the 
certainty of their accompli fhment. Now 
the miraculous powers, which were pre- 
iented t6 the vitvf of the Iftaelitcs, were 
adapted, beyond any bther means which 
the human imaginatibn can derife, to fanc- 
tion the prediftiona of the Prophets, and 
to keep alive amcmg the people a firm 
espesftation of the promifed bleffing. In 
th« later period ®f the Jewlfti -hiftory, the 
repeated' accomphfhments of former pre- 
dictions, in all the moft important and 
many of the moft minute events, which 
occurred in tbeir reipedive ages, became 
an additional arid ho leis decifive telti- 
mony to the tn»th' of divine infpiration. 
The ProjAecy fulfilled, as well as the Mi- 
racle 
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raclc peribrnwdv' vnts ft pledgfr' and tamtlfi 
of the future ■ cc»npltition of the mighty 
p^omife, which was the ultimate end and 
defign- <Df all RtTtl^ion, 

In pemfing Ac iacred Volume, we not 
only Iwhold'the authority of Prophecy Jup-^ 
ported by the peculiar nature' of the dif- 
ferent means, adopted by the Prophets, but 
tve behoM tbefe means each more particu- 
larly employed in that ptttidd of the hiftory, 
in which it was iingularly ' boiefia^ aCid 
appropriate. 

In the infant ftaCe t^the world, ra whiih 
Prophecy could not yet have acquired that 
high degree of authority "which isobtmned 
by the frequent accom^iihihent of former 
prcdidions, miracles wer6 mc^ frequently 
employed. .When the Children (rf Ifraei; 
departing from 'Egypt, were encouraged, 
in their revolt againft a foreign tyrant, and 
during their painful and dangerous progrefs 
through the wildemefs, by the fplendid and 
jepeated promifes of divine Revelation, 
then, the ncceffity of their implicit relisihco 
upon thcfe promifcB being' more; immedir 
ately UFgent, a long feries of miracles was 
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ffliiwbjteijlr th« mcift ftupandowsj which- dffi 

When, in a later, age,. the cakimtio. of 
the Ifraelites were multiplied, and even 
their utter, exttflidtion foiioetimQS appeared 
to be approaching^: extraordinary Prophets 
were more . frequently raided up; who, for 
the purpoffii of upholding the faith *<rf the 
peoj^e, were coipmiffioned to defcribe in 
fuUer,., rncye difiicM^j and more glowing 
t^TQis, tlie diarat^er of the Meffiah, and 
thco future glories of his kingdom. But, 
&s the divine government had been carried 
pn,, through, a lc«ig fucceffion of years; 
chiefly by the. agency ; of Prt^hets j and 
as. alipoft every , <vent which took place 
■W^s the, ac^omplilhrnent of a former pre- 
d^«StiQn, miiw^les were no-longer necefiary 
ftr the purppfti of confirming the promifes 
(^.the Prophets, and «ilablilhing the ^aith> 
Q^vthe hearers. ■ Accordingly -few miracles 
appea£ to have been per£>rmed. Tbougb 
^ven^s tbp r mt^ - momentous occurred ; 
though the city , and -temple of Jeirufaleia 
were deftroyed, aijd the Jews, were, carried 
intq diftant captiyityi aod.'aAer'lDng .exile 
pftuyned to thpir anGiei^ tend; yetxto won- 
derfij 
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djrful aft*, of OoiOfpdteiKe . Were «ert«i 
in theijr. j^hfllf ;t o^it^ v*a5 :thc , iSurcam 
commanded to fflow fironj the- clry.,ftnd 
barren rock,_ npr; jvorje Jhe water* (rf.the 
]£t^hrateS divi<led.: - , i , ,.. - . . -vj 

(But though _iueh .freqticiit- advantages 
verc derived fiom *he . cortimunicatitHis 
pf'the Prophets to the generations, to which 
they were refpeAively addreffed ; yet to 
deliver thofe communications in diftinA 
and <:onipletely intelligible terms, wa£ nei- 
ther ncceflary for the important purpofC'of 
■which I have! been' fpeaking, nor confiftent 
with the peculiar nature of the fyftem, 
under which the Prt^hets and their hearers 
lived. Some of the mo{l Hubbom diffi- 
culties, which appear to perplex the arg»- 
jrnent from Prophecy, and which the In- 
fidel exaggerates with pride and exultation, 
are -not only capable of a fatisfedlory fo- 
lution, but may even reafonably be exposed 
from this twofold nature of the Prophetic 
oeconomy. Of this kind is the obfcurity, 
in; which, the prediiftions are frequently^ in- 
vo^^^ed. In affigning the caufe of this ob- 
fcurity, it is not fufficient that we (hoxild 
ex^tiate upoh the freedom of human 
- ■ agency. 
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agency, by Avhiiih aidne mdny of" the pre- 
diiSawts were ■ to receive theft- accohiplifh- 
ment, and which wotild havae been fatally 
interrupted by a clear difcorery of future 
events. It muft be preftisfed, that ti^h 
an obfcurity would neceHarily be admitted 
by men, or rather by the Holy Spiirit in, 
the irW^lratfort of mett, vvho were the 
minifters ctf" a twofold difpenfetion, who 
^cre employed -at Orwre to maintain the 
honour- of'-OT^e «conoar(yi and to prepare 
the way for another; and with ifthomi 
confequehtly, it mufl: have bfeen a ruling 
principle of .aftion, not- to weaken the au- 
thority of that which was prefent, by tod 
clrar and fplendid a dHplfty of this fuperk* 
excellence of that which v*as to come.' A 
confiderable degree of <Jbfcurity, rfierefdre, 
aj^ars to be naturally connedled witji'^fuch 
a fchemc of Prophecy; and in rooft of the 
predKSions it will be found. They werft 
iadmirably calculated to give eJiercJfe to 
fejth, and encouragement to hc^e : but 
ihey were not iufficiently lurtiinoxis^fo all- 
ocate afledion ftom the prtvailiiig fyftem, 
to excite impatience,' Or to nourifli difcon- 

tcnS. ■; . r 

The 
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■ '.The means - -employed for the purpc^ti 
of veiling ftam the Jews a part of the :pro- 
phetic'fchtimci of Chrifliamty, : appear ta 
harebcen admirably fiiited to the.-ocoafioo; 
upon vrhich: they wereufisd, and to tiie 
peculiar .natureW'/the' adjnini&atioD* re£ 
'which the Frflphete .^nrEncda part^ The 
double meabings> w^ch. many'of 'th6 pfOf 
didiops convey^' natutaUy neiblt from thit 
double office of the 'Biophets. . Employed 
upon two difpen&Honsjit m^ht oftturall}! ha 
fuppc^d; that thfg^ would frequently iittsx? 
mingle thdmi} Uiatj thoagkipedkiug mots 
parttculariy u^win ^efiri^.tbeyrwodld look 
ibrwaid to &e feooad^atHl'lM^d-itGinQAaQ^ 
in view;:that/]|^oi)idng.Tvith:flte twcdold/oaa" 
ception, they wotdd atin^3undin.oBc pit^biie 
difitmilar inftages/rwhich could -^UEreruoite 
iti a iingle '[ur&iif-'^ri^ski fitigk' event; 
and would ^repxcfent Jsy^apce. czprellton 
fiicH cirddn&akicB&j bcnhntoh J tdi both,:.a^ 
may inQtmnreaJbnabl/ be^tapelhid to.acci» 
in 'two aedoiDemieE^ fidi^nvient thei one to 
the(^evy.lMith)praMzeBclQ!agi^om iifae:i&me 
.Qod> jaa:d;botb£OtidtioiDg: toJthe fame end. 

-,■:■": ■ r. ,1-jO 3nuji ■,1> ; .. . ■ ' . . 

But' the^typcs andi^fi^rsEM with whick 

tke'Mofaic e^abl^msatraad the lacred 

hiftoiy 
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.liiilory- of the Jews univerially' abound, 
ieem more patticulttTly to f&li in with ikt> 
pTofe&d delign of the Almighty Ruler of 
that ■ people. The. .lail- great difpenfuUon, 
whereby ]^he srfiolch«n:»n. race has bcea 
imled'to li^B aad: immortahty, was ufliered 
m by an inferior one, which was admini* 
flored* through many ages, under the imr- 
mediate guidance of the Deity, and was 
principally fubfciTicnt to the. purpofe of 
ifitroducii^ -t^tv> by '-which it: was Cuo- 
ceedodt .Npw it 'may be fairly fuppofcd, 
«nder;.6ich ciscoiaaftances, that the fid}: 
.would be intimately: fontiedtei^ with the fe- 
eond; that it woi^d^maoi&ft its entire de- 
pendence by t^pes and figures, a mode of 
exprelSng Ideas/ whiob w^' ia common uic 
among eaftetn nations -in -tbG& early, ages 
of the world, and- was.* peculiarly adapted 
to veil the prophetii: iyftem; in partial obr 
fcurity. Thelcfs Judaifm had.becn inler- 
wovenwith Chriftianity, by tfaisinfcparablc 
comm'unity of images, the weaker would 
have-becnitsinfiucQce -upon the.' n^ind^ and 
the more faintly would it have appeared '^n 
.inftitution of the fame God, in fubordina- 
tlon to' the fame defign. But the Jcwifh 
polity was in a great degree typical. The 
law. 
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bw, and more eipeciallj- the c;eremoniaI 
part of it, was prophetic of the Gofpel ; 
, and from thefc unalienable charatfteriftics 
it evidently appears, that they both pro- 
ceeded from one Almighty Power, and 
that he was atfting upon the fame harmo- 
nious plan, when he fiione before Mofes 
upon Sinai, and when he poured his glory 
around our Redeemer upon the Mount. . 

The above obfervations will appe« per- 
haps even more ftriking, if we recoiled, 
that the Gofpel difpcnfation was final; that 
it prepared riot the way, hor looked fop- 
ward to any other. It was not neceflary, 
therefore, to have recourfe to typical cere- 
monies, or fccondary ienfes, either in- its 
inftitution*, or-in the preditSions delivered 
by its holy Founder and His "inspired 
Apoftles. Confcquently no traces of them 
will be found in the Kcw Teftament, . if 
we except the remarkable inftaiice of a 
double meaning in the Prophecy of ' oiSr 
Lord* in which he intermingled trie de- 
ibwfiion of Jeruialem with the general 
judgment of the wcqrld. . , " 

In the ccmric of ipy obfervations upon 
double 
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double meahii^ in Pfophecies, widi a re-" 

fercnce to the particular fubjeft Which " is" 
now under difcuflion, I ought 'not to'W 
entirely filent upon the peculiarity of the 
language, in which they arc ill gen6fai con- 
veyed. It not only is nofi va'gue; Romantic/ 
and ridiculous, unworthy of the attention 
of S' rational being, as th^ ignorant and (u- 
pefficial Infidel has wiflied to- represent it ; 
but it is fober and reafonable, reducible ^i* 
detenninate principles^ and capable of a 
fetidfaftory explication. It k 'to m6ft 4n- 
ftftnces highly " figurative, Jttid'^ffteqnentiy 
. hype^lical.' ■ As It is neifhtrf'tieteiTaryj 
nor contiftent with my plan.'ftd ■btitet ^ 
large fhto thi^ difcuflion^ t fi^Vhffi&Sly ob-J 
fcrve, that to thoft who have feridi^y cori^ 
fiifeted the' peeuliar nature of '&tt ^hjt&l 
fnch ft langiiage has appeared ifihguk'rly 
appropriate ^ ufefuj, if Aot ablblutfely 
rteceffary. It 'has even been doufeted T<*'e-' 
dier the crtd pfypoCtd coul^ htive hktn 
effcAually Abtamod- througlii the medium 
of any; other fiyle. ' And this^ %le^ fo c66- 
fifte^it wiA the -vieWs of <he Prophets; 
wai particularly adopted by them in thofc 
predt(%ons, in whteh they intermingled 
foim important eycHt,- whkrh was remote^ 
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wi^h. the nf^rcr tranfa«Sion, whicK, was, 
tl>e, n^rc immediate fabjeft of their, di«, 
vine communication. , , 

. B^it»re..{ quit the coniideration of the 
twofold ^lature of the prophetic commif-. 
fion, let mc be allowed to offer a few ob- 
^rvatig^ upon one peculiar circumiib^iice, 
connected |wit^ the predii^ions of the Old 
Tcftameiit. . :.:(.. 

-iJn thp-ftrial of the prophetic wri^i^gs* 
thftt highjfpfif^ of evidence ia &vour;j^ 
TcaX iH^irat;)5}Rj which reii^lts from ^fi^^l^ 
fill a^ompliftimeptofthe iM:cdi<Se(l,ev^fA? 
is the : \xtoii ' f-axisfa^oxy which the .If^im^p 
Boind ipi cjipabje :of receiving. The prje- 
^•^ioni weare notandiicruninatel;, ful^exi. 
7^fe, tO^ l^hich the acco^pliiliment.vi^a^ 
u^difpenrf>hly..j;ieceiraryj have been ^thj^llj: 
cx)i^pleted.; .while, in fo^icifew inftaRCJ^i 
th^ evetit^ foretold have ; not ioc9UEred. -j,J$^ 
thefe .cafes, neve^thelefsfwthe .delivgrj ic^d. 
the revocation of- the DivineipiU apfiear tp 
have been equally confitlent witbk^that ff^- 
prchoifive fdietne of Rev^tion, ^4*1^ \^ 
was the great objed ai Prophecy to ?^^t 
to illuftratei and to confirm. la jfii^^r- 
vicnce 
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vicnce to this fthfirtie, the JeWs, I have ^- 
rtAdy obfervtfd.'t^rirt' placed Under themord 
immediate and vifible'diffeftibti 6f Gtiii. 
The Prophets were his high minifters in 
(hfjiefifing this ifacred govcrhmerft. 'Ghe of 
the principal mbaf^, by which they atonctf 
convinced the people of his miraculous in- 
tCrpofitiori in thtir favour, and moft pcfVv- 
ttfally inldted them to faith &nd a pious 
obedience, was the prophetic anticipation 
of the calamities which would follow their 
crimes,'and'Of 'the blefiings which woUld 
crown thcit piety. Thefe rewards and 
puniftttnents not- taking plaie at the mo- 
mertt vfhe'n the predidions wer6 utPered, it 
may rcafonably hfe prcfiiniedr that the ul- 
timate purpofcs of the Almighty could iiol 
be exprefled, as they muft have depended 
ttpon cbnttngtfncies, which nii^t eMue, 
between the delivery of the Prophecies, 
and'the period cif their intendefl comjile- 
tion. ' The threatened calamity might be 
avertfid by repehtanCe : the promifed bleff- 
ingtbight be forfeited by intermediate 
'guik. Fn- conforrriity with this prefump- 
tioinj-whichisinfeparablefrom a juft know- 
ledge of the 'JcMSife oecOnomy, it will ap- 
■pcw from a mrrmte" itweiftigatiori, that, all 
■-■-■' Q 3 the 
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the Prophecies, which were not verified by 
^e evfQts, were delivered 'as a fpecies 
^ther of copimioation or of ehcotirage- 
lipeiiit;. and tbatthfy w«re rendered vend, 
by a iUbfequcnt change of condufft in the 
p^ple to .whom they were addrefled. 

.. JLet it not however be fuppofcd, that 
the defender of ChrilUanity, enumerates, 
withput any ju{t' jneaoa o( difcrimiofition, 
among- t^e. immediate inilrumentBof the 
theocratic government, all thofe Pro|i&t- 
cies, whic^ .-have -. not been • duly fnJfiUod. 
The dieareft aad moft ilriking difHn^ioiis 
iftay be dtfcemed. They generaily itifeised 
to> approaching' event*, and were always ex- 
pre^drin a language completely mtelligible 
to the. bearers, Bcwgintended as induce- 
miCDts to adjon, it was abralutcty- nece&ry 
&at t^ey fliould be clearly apprehended by 
the agmts. On the other hand* all thc^e 
Prophecies, eminently fuperior iri number 
and intpoHancQ, the accomplishment > of 
which. was certai0> -VHer^ diiifcingui&bd' by 
higher charaileriftics. Either they weie 
concealed from the full knowledge of the 
hearers, under the veil of afhighly fi^ira- 
tivp language, and of types and fecondst7 
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meanings ; or the-y contained ah accuratb 
detail of minute circumstances; oY'Vfetere- 
peatedby:fuccenivc Prophets;' orthey wtte 
^ndlioned by an oath, or confirmed by b 
miracle; or they exceeded the J)robaWB. 
force of fecond caufes ; or they related to 
the dei^i^on of idolatrous liiiigdoms, wid 
the fall of future empires ; or diey referred 
to fpiritmil blellings, and ihadowed out 
the great features of unirerlal redempti<»i. * 
Thefe chara^^ftic diftin^ons, mad6 by 
one of the <l;rongefl and moil: fagacious 
minds % which has ever been employed in 
elucidating the iufcjtt?l of Prophecy/ fuffi^ 
ciently prove, that the predidions vttb 
not the wild etRifions ef etilhuftafm^ or the 
rafli fpeculations ' of oonjcfture ; that they 
-wwFC delivered in ftn<Et conformity 'With 
fixed princi^es; and that the friend t>f Re^ 
vdation does not without ju{l reafdn refer 
in the clttfs of conditional Prophecies* all 
thofe^ i»' which the event has not cartts^ 
jfpoiideJd with the : defcription of thp Pro>- 
.jniet. 

■ i^^diticAial authu-iCy msy be afTbrded 

.^.AJgtiningfleet, Origines Sacra, book ii, chap. 6. 

« 3 to 
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to diefe obicrratioiut b^ reeurringi as at 
the oancliition of the Isft^igumtnt, to^the 
vnltniigs o£ die; Nicw Toftaasent. . .When 
die Meffiah i^pearddi. the: Almighty had 
ceafed to'-dirofi:, by a.-iniraeulous tnterfo- - 
r^ncey any &voured portion of his creatures. 
"Conditional Prophecies were no ionger re- 
qmiite, as the - approfHtate find ufeful inr 
ilruments of a divino gomernnientt Ac- 
cordingly^ bo conditional' prophtciosiepp^ajr 
to faav£ brcn uttered after the -days , of 
]lcl^lachi.' 'Not a fingle preftitfUmu'was ds- 
liv'iJred^. eitheri.by Chrift, or b5tihis rfiriljint 
ifiied mioifters, of which it'caai!'be.'ffijjii|«\, 
that'd»e jioceffary time of completijcaitbsa 
pe^d,:andiloft it unaccompliflied. : -, ■ .-:!■ 

~. Bat ' leaving the coniiderations - whiobb 
stiV6 fitim the- dotible nature of theiidifr^ 
pem&tifJni ofwhich-thc^Prophflts ■werettjKi, 
irtihifters, letiia now proceed iipow morp 
tokti^d .'principles, and due& our enquims 
to;ibtneiof the general: cbara<9£iufitc&:[of:ittie 
pfiijihetic ichemei -.-.:■: >:-t . iti 

<'Itwas;tihc principal'; ciiUianditlen^ ordi- 

vitje iofpiration, tfa hearf^tfeilinjKMiy to- the 

truth of Chriftianity. ' This being the great 

objeft. 



SERMON VI. 231. 

obje<ft, preeminently intended bj:the Ornni- 
fcient Infpirer, it may naturally. bc.fiif^fed> 
that tlic prefiguration of dte Divine- Founder 
of the new reltgicHi, and of the newreSi^on 
itfelf, -would form 1:1ie'difKngaiihing"featurc 
of the facred Oracles.. It would occupy, 
we may reaibn^ly expe^, the ma& dtf-; 
tinguifhod place in the ^cred Writings, be 
held forth oontwiually in view, and pervade 
and animate aU 'the fyiham. The 'pdual 
procecdinga of the Prophets atscord with- 
this rcafonabic expdaation. -The bicflbd 
Jcfufi and'his divine religion were -^e 
conftant fubjeds of their prediftions. Se^ 
condary. circumftances were incidentidly 
mentioned ; but Qur holy. Redeemer ytaa 
the favourite theme of all, from the <:^en- 
ingof the revdatiop at the fall of nwn, 
to the clofe of Jewifh Prophoty with "Ma- 
lftchi< Even the minnteA traiJCs refpeSang 
him: were accurately diftinguiihed; -■ }i\i 
cKthfC hlftoiy may be coUefled with ^moft 
ctivsi precifion from the Hebrew Scriptm-esj 
and from the writings of the EvangeHftSi 
If we Ihould expunge from the-Old Tefta- 
meAt all die {Mflkga which, relate to his 
adrent and religion^ the remaining part 

, Q 4 ■ ^ .would 
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tVfoidd- abouad .with . a 1 pto&Tion of pre-^ 
dijftions, which; thong^ i]ngulaTl}kiMk)ng 
in .theini*dTes, -would be depKVsd of dielr 
bopd n£ cQimodliftn,- and vrould not con- 
doo* tQiaaj'Bnd of genial and tranfcen- 
deat irapontanqcLi :-:•■. 

Sa^ce ^€Xt& Fropbo^ hiS'propofed, aa 
the£nai oauie oS'itsdalivtij, |Ghe tUuftratioiL 
q( a -finglcand IIQD& momontouG event, 'it 
Qn^^ibB.poe^un&ad, diBt ^tho: ^battered prei 
dii^icma. wiE coUe&ively>ioompQie one iini-^ 
fofxi .3uad- hktniGHiDus fcheme. .Bearing 
tkis 'CiTcun^tanoe in' our iaod&e&i^vei let 
us'end^avour tfieBy to> derelopot ina&isy' 
iliriilung imAances^ tlie fy^era of the lacred 
writers. ' Tbcy all' unite- in< one '(;ammon~ 
defi^ of faiiii^ the expei^tton of a gr6aV 
and benevolent redemption. The moftex-* 
traordinaiy citcumflancca, by T^hich it was 
to be attcBricd, are varioufly. and/minutaly- 
pourtrayted.. The propfaetao deliaeatioti, '^vr- 
neral and indeterminate at its comraonce* 
ment, gradually a£umes a fuller and more 
diiiinet chaEadtert:<is ihetipraie of its £i)lfil- 
rapqt- approaches, > Tfeii fpirit of IVoph^cy 
£f^ di:^ilayedjiiticif at- die int|iMiu<fVon of 
.-'../: .,, - fin: 
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fin: it cloibd i£3'li<^yenl}* c«roep»''wihen the. 
pQvrer of iin^was fara^$m in tho.tminiq}k|int 
eibahhUimeat o£ . Chni&iaky. -The teai-> 
poral events which' it pooctrayed, the at- 
chicvements of oeiri»vsted mcn^xtlis, and 
the revolutions of mighty eoipiresi were 411 
more immediately concerned in favouring 
the ptogrQiS'9f-Rev^tiDn.'. The ^ie pre- 
tonders to in^ifatuon may ia vain 1^ 
claim to this inconbrevortible, tefbmony of 
an oTQT-ruUng; in^iience. The predi^ons 
of the Fagan> oradcs wore ind^isndent <rf* 
eajch other> aad utterly incapable of uniting 
in onjsignuid and connsded iyfbrni. Sacred 
Prophecy alone otKnhines its ^enror^ .parts ^ 
iQ c«w perie^ who)e> >The' merd&I fpirit ' 
of redemption breathes tUrou^ every page^'~ 
of the Prophets,, snd imparts the ikmo 
beauty and harmonio^is , agreement to their 
nuixiesouE vrritings, which natural law and 
OKfor, ai' -wiikd by 'the Aihnightyi beib>vr 
upon the vafii and multiform 'iyftem of the 
univoiiei'-' 

Aieries of FnopheeiFs^of which it is the 

^rciU <ib^<^ to idifdidr^ all <the tUuftrious 

diflini^n^; e^ one tettiaoUdiiltafy' porfon, ui' 

whom- they will receive their full and final 

accom- 
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acdompHfhment, - if \t be made to compre- 
hend' » 'wHie*' fangc'^ of arcuttift^des,' wilt 
exhibit a greater' 'degree of coniiftency" and 
lini^ of d'efign, inpn^rtion as it con- 
fines itfelf to thofe, wbic^ arc in fome dc- 
gwe oonneftcd' with his appearance. Othee 
huniatt events, though eminently impcwt- 
ant in the hiftory of mankind, if they aj« 
independent of this primary mtentiori' of 
the omnifcient Infpirer, will/we-mayjuftly 
fdj^ofe, bcpaffed over in'fileftce. ' 

If wc tecur, as in the early part of this 
Ledure,' to -a 'brief acaWiflation.' of- the 
Prophtftic ■ Hiftory, we' fheil find that thi» 
mifonable ezpeilatioh tnoft faithfully" coni- 
cides with the ■ aftuEil charsder of Jevwfli 
Prc^heey. ' ' ' ■ ' 

In its infartt fiTatej it was imparttid ttf"'* 
'ftW humble -a¥Ki pl6as Patriarchs; thei> 
■ftilandcfirtg with th^lrfflocksoVer 'the-Eaft. 
But they "were the appointed foiiftdets of 
an extraordinary people, among whom the 
ichemfe of rBdemptioh wafe to fee'^dtfally 
iftifoldid ; a«d at length, in thfc fuhVefa^ 
time, the Mcffiah' wis to ifippflar^. 

" . At 
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At a more advanced ; period, when the- 
deicendants of diefe favpufed' Fatriafohs' 
had multiplied into a numerous attd 'pow- 
erful nation, and, condufted by the arm- q£ 
the Almighty, were mirac.ulo;ufly fettlpd in- 
the promifed land,- the prophetic fpirit ex- 
erted itfelf, as a powerful infoument of 
theocracy, both ia encouraging thar faith- 
ful adherence to the Moiaic eftaj>lifiim#iit, 
and in favouring th^ martial enterprizes' 
agmnll the idolatrous tiations which fuc? 
rounded them. 

When, cornipted hj fucgefs, and de-* 
voted to idolatry* they were (fevered by 
the avenging arjn of. thd A^ighty vsA^ 
two- feparate and hoftilfe' kingdoms, - the 
power of prophecy was more particularly 
difp)ayed among the two tribes which 
wore fettled around Jeru&lera; for tHey 
vfgfe the mofC: faithful adherents to th* 
relig^n. of their fathers, and ^e inimediatc 
progenitors of the Saviour -of mankind- 

In purfuing theU lMft<»y, we difcover^ 

that the vices ^ the - Ifrt^lites miflttplie^ 

and the heavieft <:alamitied japproachod. 

The fcheme of Prophecy was enlarged. 

To 
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To tho -defpon^i^. inhabitants of Judah, 
•eithw finking -under- a vifiorioos enemy, 
or l^guiihingiin captivity, wb» foretold the 
ultimate ruin of the neighbouring king- 
' dome and empires, then triumphant oter 
the people of the Lord, and exulting in 
the fancied ftiength of their own idok. 
Tlw doom of natioins powerful and opu- 
lent was irrevocably determined ; of Tyre, 
of Moab, and of Affyria; of Egypt, the 
mother of ,fcieoce ; and of Babylon, the 
haughty mjftrefs of the eaftem world. 

, ITie time of. the Mc6iah approached, 
^he feed of Abraham had nearly 'con»- 
pUted their part in the wonderful pr^aca- 
tion for his advent. Prophecy now forfoot 
the COTitraded limits of the Eaft, and, ire- 
vealing the difpofition of human affairs 
mi^ fuitable to this ftupendous event, 
forcfhewed the elevation of thofc *aft 
empires, which facilitated the progrofs of 
Chriftianify. ...i).. 

The -vl^Sorious NJatledoijian, bycxtend.^ 

■uig'luseo¥\qiie0;s.fr(»|t the loniaTi .filoffis tt> 

the banfcs pf Indug andtbe.ocean^.was th* 

pripfij^l means of introducing, through 

the 
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the moft'cohfiderable part of his imtnenie 
. empire, the knowled^ of a larigufege the 
moft perfefit and the ratf^ gcncrtil, which 
has ever been- ulcd by ttiardimd. ■ h "was 
through the medium o( t?his commiJHlin*-^ 
guagc, that, in the aga of the Ptolemies, 
the facred hiftory recorded in the Daw and 
the Prophets was laid, open to" the whole 
Gentile world, and, ka a fubfequent acra, 
the Apoilles, ■fent fwtk by our Lord, unU 
verially difletninated the knowledge of a 
Redeemer, and the joyftil tidir^ ofhis 
Gofpei, ^--V 

The dominatioti of Rome, fo ftriking^jr 
pradi<9:ed by Daniel, which extended over 
all the civilized portion of the globe, pro-i 
duced that arrangement of fublunary affairs^ 
which- alone, perhaps, as human meansj 
could have eflentially favoured tl>e wide 
difBjiion of Ghriftianity. The various ria- 
tioas of the earth were all united by onti 
common band : an univerfal toleration ^'ii 
indulged to all religions : th& intercouirie of 
ftraugers was facilitated and encouraged : 
not only the progrefe of the firft teachers 
06 the Gofpel was expedited, hut the rie- 
wC^ay correfpondehce between the nil- 
nD^FOils 
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mcrous focitties of fcattered Cfeifljanrwar 
maintained by the vailRetnan roads, wtHch 
had been formed: for the paflage of the le- 
gions, and united the banks o( thh Danube 
to thecoafts of the Mediterranean, and the 
confines of Parthia and Egypt to the ihores 
erf" the Atlantic. ' 

At length Ghrtllianity was received as 
the common Religion of the world, where- 
ever civilization prevailed, and :the Roman 
arms had been difplayod. 'Thus, ' finally 
triumphMJt, it became independent of 'ttio- 
narchs and of empires. All the predictions, 
therefore, which regarded die times ^Aibfe- 
quent to this period, if we except thofere- 
ladng to the fall of the empire, an 6vent 
more immediately comie<^ed with the iirft 
propagation of Chriflianity, neglecting tem- 
poral occurrefnces, the fortune of fove- 
reigns, or the fate of kingdoms, appear to 
have referred fokly tothc fpirituai c<nidi- 
tioh of. mankind. The Pnophet&^v^ere fi- 
lent :upon many of > the tn&H wdndtf- 
^1 clianges, which hav^ taken ^wib - m 
later ages; : the itnguiar i fpecics -of po«m 
acquired by noutrcal Icience, tb^^tndtng 
•oA'a po'^edUt' empire Qver- the- region^ Gf 
the 



i.vCoo^lc 



th&'.North, fihe difeoTrery of aaothet ,hemi-' 
fpibere, the uitfodu^ion of civilisation aod: . 
the arts among the favages of extcnfive 
ifland^ wMeh ii^:lain .con«ealed through 
aU/pijft timfl in -the ^6at Southern Ocean/ 
and the ^Aupw^us -revolutaoBs . inftaata- 
neoufly eifexfted over, the whoieEaft, .thi& 
great fcene qf. Revelation, by the deiccnt 
of. myriada oS iKMthcrn barbarians under 
thfi:iangoiiiaiy_ itwdawis «>f Ziiigis and Ti- 
znbur.. D.ur:afctei>cloB is^etjnfined to thtj 
timinphs (tf the.AraUanhlaipoftor, to the 
BwnihoiM;tf&r5Mjftion3ipf the Papal ufurpft-- 
t«»i>ito the sppftafy ef^ifttw times, to the 
UBpai^^d aad '&Mvfui caiamities of the 
^j«^,aad; to , tbpvUMven&l; prtqjagation tof 
GHw^isnity. *nd '. the. final eonfumma- 
tion ©f. all t^ilpgSijfi ^he fecoed; ^p.^amnoe 
of Ghrift, 3: Jrivmphant wtd glorified. MoC- 

. llfeiiog.. enumerated fome of the aaoft 
^kij^'dreumftanoQs attentdidg.&crod Pr^^. 
phecyt'as they referred . to the (^bjis^s: re- 
rfpeftivejy purfued in the . courfc of Reve- 
}»tien> I wiih,. before I conclude: the p^e- 
fent JL(6*^buce* to dire<5k your afcfiention for 
e!&0Tt time tO;one diH^Q^ui^iing charac- 
teriftic, 



z,;i.,C00gIC 



i4» SE RM ON. VI< 

teriftu:, by vbich it .is indUpenfiddy ^eqat-^ 
Tite, that ^c nai Pxt^Kts thmld be maxked. 

The minifien o^ « tru«-cevelatioD» efVti 
the adrerJariM (^ -ChiifHiinUy muft aUpw, 
vrill be diilin^ijQied by aconft^nt enforce- 
ment of the purell pnnaipUs of moraUty 
vid religion. When our ^(ent to it is; 
demanded, itt is not f^ffident, that tbc 
proofs of a fitperRaturaL agency be cldarfy 
adduced J it muft alio appear^ that the 
caufe of piety and Virtue, and the general 
wct6<e of manltind, are either immedi«^ly 
or ultima^Iy promoted by the (Hvine cona* 
ttitmicatioB^. An age^y rawe tlfia ^Q^ 
jnen may4io> pwhapSrmthifl the' abiS^ 
of evil fpiiits, who may wiSi to fayovr^ 
byfuch m^nij their (uaU^iafit plant pf 
vndkednefe 4nd fiijlcfyt . Perie^ le^tuife' 
of prijieiple, thcr^for&i. ie, acceflarily - t^-t 
quired ip.the. h^ly.ipeaL^ha declare thofg^ 
iclvts to be aippointe4^tnd0engl»«<»^^ 
Moil High,'aifd^ to be endued wi|h.^ca;^' 

in refbniiig^4o ^ Otodes of Fi^aoiA*, 
tve iboA dtibovnr, that the ^niti^Mfr of 4m 
delufiTe fupcvftitHms o^ the world vm9 

( iingularly 
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ftsgftlariy dcfeSive In 'this imerring'teft itf 
the truth. It ^td their" Jjrirtcipal (Ajftft'to 
decide the temporal fortunes of individuals, 
taiA to pre ehcT^ to tUe dHigns o( national 
policy.' R-ecepts bf raor&lity aftiJ rules df- 
juft conditft' wefe fclidtjih <l4livere(l hdtti 
thi cave Or cbhfecf^ed tiiipos. The puf- 
eif iehtiments pi«TaI<Jntf aftiong the Pagans 
either were enforced "by the Phikjfopber, or 
adorned the pages of the Poet.' Wheft 
calamity threatened either the ftate or the 
■ individual, if the Oracle was' foUcited to 
•reveal the cauft, -whicH had pToi^ofcod thfc 
arr^er of the god^, the evil, on ftwft occa- 
fiona/was declared to ariTe, not from fla- 
grant breaches' of niorality, from -prtjfligai^ 
of fentiment, or dtprariey of -conduft ; but 
from a trifling ne^eft lif tlie estcmai du- 
ties of religbh,' W ftbththt irnvKitthy )tm- 
Ibufics of contofiding dftities, or" from the 
ifiaul^icious omens, which' hid irtirnediately 
preceded an eritefprize. ; 

feut happy had it been for the Jleathen 
world, if, upon the fubjed o{ morality; 
their Oracles had" befei iftwritbiy fdint. 
*Fhe fe* fentiments, which they did delt- 
ftifj w«rc not always grounded upon the £» 
^ . ; - R verc 
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verc principles of reafon and truth : they 
varied with the flut^uatxon of human opl* 
nionsj.and were even accommodated to the 
prejudices, the paflions, and the vices of 
their votaries. Nay, they frequently even 
commanded the grofleft violations of mo- 
rality and decorum, and veiled, under the 
proftitutcd name- of religion, the moft fla- 
^tious and horrible abominarions, which 
have ever been permitted to pollute the 
annals of the human race. 

The Prophets of the true God ^cre in- 
spired by the pureft principles. They ac- 
tively and invariably exerted themfelrcs in 
the caufe of virtue. 'Rie iyftem- of mo- 
rality> which they fandioned, was purCj 
ieverc, and founded upon determinate and 
acknowledged principles. They tempered 
its feverityi however^ with the love of 
mer<7 and the gentle feeling of benevo* 
lence. With all the warmth of zeal, and 
ehergy of eloquence, they recommended 
the caufe of the ilranger, the widow, and 
the orphan. Nrather the pomp of ftatioa 
nor the tyranny of power could flueld the 
offender from their manly and indignant 
rebukes: and exhiiutingtt boldnefs, which, 
perhaps. 
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perhaps, is^ unparalleled in the whole Hif- 
toiy of mankind^ and which could only be 
infpircd by the con6dence of truth and the 
ccrtanty of Divine affiftancej, they even 
chaftifed a powerful monarch for the un- 
lawful indulgence of his paffions ; and 
openly denounced the vengeance of the 
high Being, by whom they were infpired,' 
againft a formidable tyrant, who had mur- 
dered, for the fake of plunder, the poor 
poffeflbr of a neighbouring vineyard. 

The piety, which they required, was not 
the cold and inefficient- duty of an external 
titual ; it was the reli^on of thp heart, the 
controul of the internal feelings of the foul, 
and an inward and e^rra<^ive perfuafion 
■ of- the cxiftehce and providence of an all- 
judging God. It earneftly excited gratitude 
for i>is favours, fupplication for his forgive* 
«efs, and relience onhis protection. 

Theie moral and reli^oua duties were not 
varied with the progrrfs of cinlization, nor 
ijnado to bend tOr temporal 6ccorr«nqes, to 
; the will: of 3 favoured- monweh, or tjie ca- 
.'pricca of contending parties*. , They were 
independent .of iiuman event*, regular as 
the. order of nature, and eternal as* the 
R 2 Foun- 
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Fountain of infpiratioff. Their influence 
■was the moft estcnfivc which the ima- 
gination can conceive. They were not 
cdculated to a^andtze a favourite. Aate> 
nor appropriated to the inhabitants of a 
particuUr climate ; but they were equally 
ul^ul to ^ countries, and obligatory on 
^e whole hum^i race. 

In eftimating the excellence of the mo- 
ral principle inculcated by the fuppofcd 
minifters of fuperior beings, confiderable 
attention is due to their defcriptions of the 
exalted Power, whole will they pretend to 
reveal. Unworthy rcprefentations pf the 
fupreme Being degrade the fentiments and 
vitiate the heart ; while pure and exalted 
conceptions of his divine nature are emi- 
nently calculated to refine the moral fenfc. 
And let us not forget, that they alone can 
be reafonably fuppofed to have been the 
real minifters of Hcavch, who afcribe com- 
plete perfe<3ion to the divine Perfon, in 
whom is compreherided every excellent*, 
which it is pollible for the huinan mind to 
conceive. 

The Pagan deities, from the humble 

rank of mortals, had been elevated to the 

honours 
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boHOurs of divinity, ether hy the gtatltnda 
of an ignorant and fuperftittous ai^qnity, 
or by th« impious adulation of' a coitupK 
court. Their earthly charadlcrs bad been 
fullied by the blackeil cnmes ; and they ' 
were reprelented as itiU debafed.by hummi 
infirmitiea, and as enjoying, in imagiaaiy 
Tegions,.aboundlefs indulgence of the moQ: 
impious and deftru^ive vices. The go- 
Ycmroent of the univerfe was fuppofed not 
to be direfted by one infpiring mind, nor 
carried on by one unvaried principle, but to 
be diftributed among a mnltipUcity, of dei- 
ties, who were aftuated l)y jcaloufies, pro- 
evoked by animofities, and divided by c«ai- 
t«!nding interefts. The, common happinda 
of mankind, and tbs facred caufe o£ virtue,, 
appear to have been, in general, rembtc 
from their confideration, and difregarded 
in theit co«du6l : while in the honours, 
wluch they demanded, they countenanced 
the gFoffcft impuritjss^ and not mnfn;- 
q>l9n^y delighted even in the ciTufion of 
hi?man;tiood. ,, ^ . 

But let us tucn from this unpleaiing 

pi^Wi and contemplate the Jehovah of 

the Helxews^ The ^lophets of Ifi-acI, in a 

R 3 ftrain 
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ftrain of divine eloquence, preicnt a de- 
fcription of the Godhead, far purer and 
more fublime than any, which the unaf- 
fifted human mind has ever conceived. 
He is defcribed as the one fupreme Being, 
ciifting from all eternity, prefcnt through 
all fpace, poffeffing all power, and know- 
ing all things, paft and prefent and. to 
come. He is ' reprefented as spiritual in 
his nature, the maker and the preferver of 
the univerfe, the conftant friend of virtue, 
and the certain avenger of vice. He de- 
lighteth not," they explicitly declare, in the 
©dours of incehle, nor in the blood of vic- 
tims, but in uprightncfs of conduit and 
.purity of fentiment, in ads of benevolence, 
and in the duties of warm and imaffuming 
piety. ■ 

In the courfe of the prefent LeAufe, I 

- have endeavoured to fhew the confiftency, 

which mns. through luicient Prophecy. It 

, fcems fcarcely poflible not to admit the 

reality of thefe charaderiftics, when we 

recoUed the fevcral parts of the fubjcift, 

which have juft been difcuffed. The pre- 

diiftions were moftly delivered at thofe fea- . 

ions, in which the fubordinate advantage 

intended 
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intended to be derived, at the inftant of 
their delivery, was more par^cularly ob- 
tained. For the more certain attainment 
of this advantage, miracles were necc&ry 
for the confirmation of the words of the 
Prophets : and miracles were exhibited, not 
indifcrimyiately in all feafons, but in thofe 
chiefly, in which fuch a confirmation of 
the words of the Prophet was more efpc- 
cially required. It was neceflary to veil for 
a time the fenfc of many Prophecies from ' 
the knowledge of thofe, to whom they 
were ^drelTed. They vrcrc veiled; and the 
means by which this temporary conceal- 
ment was generally effeded, fecondary 
meanings and types, were adapted with 
fingular propriety to the complex nature 
of the difpen&tlon, of which the Prophets 
were the minifixrs. It was in the highell 
degree probable, from the particular defign . 
of one part of the Revelation, that fome of 
the predidiiqns would ' not be verified by 
the events. This revocation of the declared 
purpofes of the divine Infpirer took place, ' 
but in thofe alone in which the neceflary rea- 
fiin can be afligaed. The one fole and mo- 
rnentoua objcdl, the tcftimony of the bleffed 
Sayiqur of the world, was ke^ perpetually 
a 4 W 
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in view fay tihe Prophets, and intermingled 
itf^f with almoft every circumftance of 
their divioe^miniftiy. The accomplini- 
ment of one ihipendous event vras the 
great end of Prophecy j and the long feries 
of predi^ons forms one iiniibrm icheme, 
cotme^ed throughout vt^ith the completion 
of this iublime defign. Though many of the 
iignal events of the moft illuftrious periods 
of univerfa} hiftory were foretold ; yet all 
- vaere not> foretold. The predictions were 
limited to the aff^urs of . tho& nations* 
•which the XJivJno wifdom Tendered more 
pMticiilarXy/inftrumental in effeAing the 
benevolfflit purpofo of promulgating a re- 
velation to mankind While through the 
whole courfe of the miraculous interpofi^ 
tion, the pure, principles of morality, which 
are indi^enfaUy required among the marks 
of a true reli^on* wcjc forcibly and uni« 
formly inculcated. 

.Thefe .drourailanc6E, coUedively coi^- 
di^ed, 4if<^^cf the admirable prppaety, 
whigh-diftinguiChes the &;veral parts of the 
ikcred Oraclesr an4 ' ^^^ uoifcvmity which 
pervades th9,^l^e.; In the light, in which 
Pi^qphccy has^now been placed, it appears 
to 
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to hare been one grand, clear, and Inur- 
znonious fcheme. The propriety and con- 
iiilency thus exhibited upon fo wcMiderfiil 
a fiil^ed, and continued through a courfe 
' of fo many centuries, are alone, perhaps, 
abundantly fufficient to excite in the un- 
prgudiccd mind a ftrong preiiimption of 
the interference of a fupematural Power. 
This prefumption muil be confiderably 
ftrengthened, when we remark the xm- 
ceafing precaution and extreme nicety of 
difcriminaticKi invariably exhibited by the 
Prophets, witbcwt the ccHiftant excrcife of 
which they could not have iiiccefsiiilly 
executed the fereral parts of the ihipen- 
dous fdicmew 

But this prefumption, it is apprehended, 
may be heightened into firm convidion, 
and converted into a moral certainty, fay 
the following considerations. 

No iyftematic feries of prediiftions, either 
'ftmilw, or marked even with the flighteft 
degree of refemblance, can be fouitd in the 
annals of the wh<Je human race. Pro-> 
phets, or rather pretendeis to Divine infpi- 
ration, have appeared in aH ages, and all 
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Pagui CQUntrJes. . They hare generally been 
heard with: confiderable attention, and not 
unfrequently have been proteded and en- 
couraged, through a long courfc of time, 
by, the laws and by the ma^ftratc. Yet 
in none of their effufions can the fainteft 
traces be diicovered of a connected plan, 
or of^ unity. of defign, much l(;is of fiKh a 
plan and iuch; a design, as are exhibited in 
the iacred Writings. The priefts of Greece 
and Rornf, who ^rhaps advanced, the art 
of divination to the higheft ftate of per- 
feiflion, to which it can be canned by mere 
4human^ ability,, uttered a profiifion of, Ora- 
cles, which were totally unconnc<fted with 
each other, and had no relation towards 
the attainment of any common «id. 

. The Sibylline books, which, in the mo- 
■ment. 6f general calamity, the magiftrates 
of the Rom^: republic affcAcd to confult, 
had they been fuch as were pretended, 
Tvould have approached nearer than any 
other compofitions, with. which we are ac- 
quEunted, to> the, charader of the infpired 
Writings. The- citizens were deluded into 
«a opinion, that ^thofe resumes contained 
9. ipecics of information, which impUed a 
<;onfi- 



S E R:m O N VI. SSI 

confidcrablc foreknowledge of" the hiftorjr 
of Rome; and that they were defigncd 
for the inilruftioh of thi ftrturc magiftrate, 
and the confequcnt prefervation of the 
ftate. Here then would have been con- 
gniity of parts and a momentous end. But 
<hc whole was a fidion. We can difcovcr 
no rcaibnahlc grounds of belief, that the 
books contained the ' information, ' whicH 
was artftilly pretehded. The tale refpid:- 
ing them was invented, from political mo- 
■ tivcs, in the' infancy of Rome, and was con- 
tinued through fbcceeding ages as an u'fe- 
.ful engine of ftate, \h appcaiing the feaw 
of the populact, during' feafons of tumiilt 
and difmay, and affording a religious Sanc- 
tion to the extraordinary decrees <if the 
civil . power. Had they really contained 
fuch information, though they would un- 
doubtedly have appeared to ht in" a very 
high degree miraculous, yet frorn the know- 
ledge, which vTc have been enabled to'ac- 
quire refpefting them from the Rorha^ 
hiftdrians, we may venture to pronounce, 
' that in the ftrong and difcriminating di^- 
raiSteriftics, which have befen the 'fubjfcits 
of difcuflion in the prefent Difcdurfei th^ 
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wptild Hill have Hiak m a compatiibn 

tvith- the in^ircd v^itings of the Prh 
phcts.. ... 



- The -mft ichemc of fecred Prophecy was 
formed for the fublime purpofe of reveal- 
ing remote events. It was not difclo&d 
hy the fucceisful efforts of a favoured in- 
. dividual^ zichly endowed by natu^, and 
highly improved by cuttiyaticai. The Pro- 
phets, through whofe agency it was ^- 
dually unfolded^ were many in number: 
they appear not in general to have been 
difiinguiftied by uncommon fuperiority of 
■intelleft; and they affuredly Were not af- 
ilfted by a fortunate difpofition of human 
affairs. They arofe through fuceeflive ge- 
nerations ; and uttered their predii^ions 
under the moft violent reverfes of foitune, 
and the moft ilriking variati(His of fociety. 
Sometimes they were invefted with the 
dignity of an exalted ftation ; fometimes 
they were difpirited and debafed by an ig- 
nominious captivity. At one period of 
their miniftry they were the foimders of a 
kingdom; at another they mourned over 
the ruins of their fallen country.' They 
- - , were 
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1 
were not aj£)ctated ^ into one body, con* 
trouled and directed by known andcfta* 
bUflied rules. It does not appear, that the 
later Prophets were in all cafes even ad- 
mitted to a knowledge of the full inten- 
tion of thofc who had preceded tKem : it 
is not evident, that they always compre- 
hended the whole fcopc of their" own prc- 
diftions : and it iiiay with confidence be 
B^erted, that in general tliey were not en- 
couraged' and lupported by the proteiflion 
and patronage of the ftate. 

Such agents, coniidered as mere unai^ 
fifted men % we may boldly venture to lie- 

^ I Ipeak of tb« extraordinaiy' I^phets, who, at I hava 
already had occafion to remark, though fometlhies fele^ed 
from the Ichools of the Prophets, were not connected in 
their miniftiy with that inftitution. 

' The following vigoroua line*, in which Dtyden baa 
fpoken of the Books of divine. Kerelation in general, nwf 
with peculiar juftnefa be applied to the fpirit of Prophet^ 
in particular, which is difplayed in them all ;. 

Whence, but from Heaven, could men unikill'd in arts. 
In feveral ages born, in feveral parts. 
Weave fuch agreeing truths ? or how, or why. 
Should all confpire to cheat us with a lie ? 
Unafk'd their pains, ungntteful their advice, 
Starring their gain, and martyrdom their price. ^ 
' KatiiHO Laici. 

clare, 
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ttetj^^werCWiafly incompetent to &€t in 
concert for purpofes of tranfcendent im- 
portance, and to produce fuch a wonderful 
and perfeft ijitem of Prophecy, as that 
■which i-ih* hoi/ Scriptures eathibit. The 
propriety and beautiful confiftency, which 
harmonize its varied parts, muft have been 
the emanation, of one infpiring Power, the 
great Difpofer of all events. To his all-feeing 
mind were manifell from the be^nning* 
all thfc various parts of the ftupcndous 
fcheme, which, in the progrcfs of time, 
■werc^fHGCcffively unfolded to mortal know- 
ledgcv V lifc.went on from age to age* a- 
ziudft':the:riie' and fcdl of empires, and the 
fluctuations of his human inAruments, in the 
regular profecutlon of one predetermined 
and^ilimkered^aa. And thus, the com- 
fvofidonrof'his'Prophets, likd all his won- 
delfiil^ piDdtti9ibns, exhibit that unity of 
defign,: and teu-mony of parts, which it is 
equally irajoous and abfiurd to fepreicnt as 
tfae-fortnoatccreiult- of contingencies, or a 
:£icce&ttd«&krt of ingenious impolhire. 
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rROPHfiCV CAME NOT IN OLi) TIME BTf TH* 
WILL OP MAK ; BUT HOLY MBN OP ODD 
SPAKE AS THEY WERE ""MOVED BY THB 
' HOLY GHOST, 

X^EW fubjeSs are more interefting to the 
mind, or. require a more intenfe exertion o£ 
its dlfcriminating powers, than the motives 
of human condu^. Curiosity, peipetuUly 
alive to relearches of this nature, employs 
itjelf, where its fphere of a«£lion is coDfihed, 
even in fcrutinizin^ the occurrences of 
humble life, which, too infignificant to be- 
come , objeiSs of public enquiry, can only 
attiaA the notice or engage the atten- 
tion of thofe, who are ftrangets to more 
im- 
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pcntant tran&Aions. The political obfcrver, 
not bounding his fpeculations within ifuch 
eontraftcd limits, analyfes with fubtlety 
of dilcrimlnation the public events, which 
are pailing within his view, in order to ex- 
plore the fecret princnples, which a<£hiate 
courts and councils. The Scholar, extend- 
ing ftill wider his refearches, and canying 
his imagination back into diftant ages, in- 
Tcftigates the 'genuine- chara»fter of an il- 
luftrious hero, and the real objeft of a me- 
morable ieft or party, which were con- 
cealed under the popular malk of patriot- 
iiin or piety. 

It is rcafonabfc to fuppofe, that this prin- 
ciple will operate with increasing efficacy, 
in proportion ai the obje<^ of inveftigation 
advances in Angularity and importance. 

The Hebfevr Prophets exhibit an ap- 
pearance pertiaps ^e moil extraordinary, 
which occurs in the annals of the hu- 
man face. A ieries of individuals, riling 
almoD; without ihterruption through the 
tnoft oonfidoi^e part of the national hii^ 
toiy, afiume a, taorc than mortal chara^fter, 
^termine tvith equal freedom upon the 
condudl 
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conduit of the humbldt and the moH ex- 
alted members of the community ; and, 
laying claim to, a miraculous knowledge of 
futurity, foretel the reTolutions and the cala- 
mities, not <mly of their own ftate, but alio 
of the moft powerful and flourifliing em- 
pires of the world. 

Ail enquiiy into the motives, by which 
they appear to have been ad:uated, is not 
merely calculated to gratify a barren curio- 
fity, but may prove of eminent injportance, 
and extensive utility. I {hall endeavour, 
therefore, on the prefent occafton, to demon- 
ftrate, that there are no motives of worldly 
policy fufRcient to rcndw > fttisfatSory ex- 
planation of their condu^, as it i^ recorded 
iii the writings of the O^ Teftament. 

It was fo Angular in its nature, and ^b 
irrcconcilcablc with all the known princi- 
ples of aftion among deceivers, that it can 
only be juftly accounted for by admi .ting 
the iilterpofition of a divine agency, and 
the irre(Ktible influence of m almighty and 
orer-ruling Spirit. 

If the fchcme of Jcwifh Prophecy at 
s large 
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fotfatsfiafini ritt-pBoftiutnig'Qut'enitw^t 
it js ib^hitely .mee&MjrUtsitKm^ that< nm 

Afterwards f\i<xKibA^ciiQa^B.vx^,^^«aM^ 
ftmineaticf adbsrcptioiv it' mnfe.have'i|!fesa 
intended' td.profh^: fovBtt \me>Attiu9-i9» 
It muik:bkvB i)Qcn:c^adu<^d<fby^tfitfi:?E()* 
{diets urtdt the. jdefigO',^ Qithoc '<l!>f ..'^u^ 
fnerg^-tb-^o pcdtticai .vi8«(9<6f;^tiE:^l3a^ 
trymen, or tratterbndjf -ftiditfigititfi.'fiotar- 
prizes of their enemies ; of coaciliating 
th« ^raorof t93[e fivcfle^i QgJJWf M ffi t i ng 
pc^ularily amoagtlhs mnltito^e;, or iiit«i^» 
of accinmlittiagtichfisr And.adviiKmsi,th«tr 
tempore fbttbnc&b J[C 'i3L£:toccly poSbl* 
to luuxw onyt-ether hunoRiToaufe' .iinS^ 
cientlj .wec^t^itt ^ec]wiiilii.£» dhcisjeMfe- 

-duft. , -r.oir/fi 'ij ::rqt ii L.-:; ^ruo;^: 
-■ '-'-- ■ ."::''iJ.! !o i-'j". J :>■.;,' OJ -luri"! 

:Tfae:pobtM:diintpDflorj.thbougl»3be('nlily 

dwnv ATcil of UBpeoietr^blc ehi^ipMji^ txtf 
tho& &cret;arts^ % ikvIselireU^o* ticjmub 
jfidifeia^Biit I lo L hia movfifi imwfls iyeta 3Vnfobl> 
4a ftie no^jexpiicit texiiift^ thftr paitkwi&t 
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d^gn; to the^Tofecution oP wliicli-.ho 
may hbQur io diiisd the ^f^lic' mind 

&aCufe ia -hkii'coli^x^cionB, ilabvritbftaativN 
ing the in^'Asriei'aad.^^udied'pdi^IiEKiibcs, 
in which alt the other parts may be in- 
V(^ed. Thus tfatt unmeiiiate cqoquefi of 
cnemiot, or the predonttnttftccrof s favouced 
iadion, <rrMMs» Which ic^iw^ their ob^<% 
tff facilitate^ mrs lln^ly witt ~bdl^ de-^ 
edited, 1}y Che minifteis «if the Ordisk- «nd 
,}tettt4n Onci^;^ to fab the prsdetcrnmied 
-win of the dinn«: powers byo'whoi^ rfngr 
pretendedtobeinff^»d;~' i i.' b- ,,: rrr-T^ 

't-:>$ow the HdiMW Pr«piheilb^raniy.'^wc& 
.t({^ groat ^litio4' avM^^'iwiifdi.&mU^ 
bd fa^oural^t tor their /oraanb^incaii ; - thsy 
tu^r 4evea alluded tb domeftioli dUTet^fiottt 
aAd civil animofides, exia^t in ftfaafe iocw 
ibsicss; ift which '^ey v«re ocoafionodBy 
idolatry, and a ipirit of ftubbom difobtoU- 
ence to the Lord of heaven and earth. 
'Hi^'Aei4e^O(»li|daiHed-iof4heTdi4eifiei£t of 
th« }Mo|det to ^T^ibtForogA/ t^^theirinaiv 
4&»f^[»i cothetlawiK^ tk^ «oimt^, xK oi 
theip^ft%dotyr«nd~'nuibnduftipuatfto«r^ 
l^ic^Mijitaty leaders in (the cattipu '"Eheir 
8 3 threats 
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threats were almoft invariably confined to 
a ■firi^^'fpfecies o^'^'itt/an ungfatcful de- 
parture from the true Grod, and the conft- 
quent. violation of his commandments. 

Ttic jOfacles ' pf fieathcii ' antiquity were 
artiuUy eM'ployedi^pn the; eve of a battle, 
m aniniiting ilje courage"of the foldiers, 
by pre'diSi'ng' the 'defeat qt (heiz enemies. 
, Veiy. different was* ttie'conidu<5[ of tii'e Pro- 
phets o{'-l[j6d.'''ti: was riot tKeir phncipat 
pbiea to expatiate upon tlie tianiaftioris, 
in whicli t'heir' cotem^rarles ^ifl pie fcn- 
gag6d.' "In th^' in&nces; iii which mey 
, allud'etf K) approdc^ine' events, their ^b- 
pheCies,' as we have feeii ift a fo^ltler 
Lpfl^ure, were generally in the hi^eft de- 
gree unfeyoiMuble' and^'alarmirig; * Buf the 
cpergy of'tH^ir divine eloqueince was mpft- 
frequently '^'d ijibift powerfully exciie'd' in. 
revealing the occurrences of iliftaht t^iis, 
the re'riibte ruin di'snefrilesi Whiqli'Wai Co 
be accbmpHflied'tjy aeerits ' iincoHne^^H 
with tKe Jewifli'ftate. "Now a'foMH^')^- 
Icdg; of the diffeiit' faft'pf'a''vi^6nbus''^d 
irrirfiftible ' energy/ 'iKdugti- ^ t '' miglrt 'iboth 
• the ■ angiiillV * ' o^ ' '^^feaV,'^ '^iili lighten the 
chains of fcrvitude, could hot iniTpirc pre- 
fent 
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fen^ confidence, or ^nima,te to. iipmcaiate 
esertlpn..' . , , :^, ^-j ^,y,. , ; ■..,',■/..,', . 

While the rifing gloiy and approaching 
profperity of tl 
ftant thenje 
Oracles, the - 
to the remote 
men a. period 
grancjeur ; , ani 
with all 'the ' 

caftem imagination^ ,'u,p9", ^.'png intermcr 
drate fcafon of ruin! leryitudp. ai>d difpcr- 
fion, andof debaifemeii^.and mifcries, more 
bitter .than even extin^ion aiia death. 

in Tain then fiialJ\v,e,endeayour tpafcribe 
to political motives the .condwjS.of menj 
■who were in gener?i fileiit , upoji /i^bjed? 
merely politjc^j whp fpofe;e rather of the 
ujtimate deftrudiopj than of the approach- ■ 
ing misfortunes, of ecemies,; who rarely 
piftvirf?4 fcciip&, of te.inporal ielicity, of 
which the fealbrx was iie_ai;,,but cQnftantly 
defmeated jn.thie niqft. forcible pipnner 
the fevere calamities, ^wbiciii iftipeuded oyer 
their sovfttr^nieo^ , 

* 33 A lyJT- 
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■ "A'jyftelii' <if Propheicj',- linfWoraHrfe to 

■ trie ^r6fjjeflty'tif'"<fdir 'own '^uritryi'miij 
liot Tinra^ably lae firi^eftcd 'df a'n 5ritefl- 
tionto'^oitibttf the/ca^'of- our^eAofliife. 
IT thejc^ifti-jfredifiionrpbrtendcd 'evil 
-to tke cHlUfen t)f Ifiifli they might fiein- 
tended-to'lStdni fhi'tfibfts of the hoffile 

■ nations,' by ifrt^tn- tfce liraelites were^^^iiir- 
ibtmded'. 'This ^aiifible ftppofition, Ihdugh 
ibmcliincs ttrtfilily cftfbrced'-by ih6 adver- 
feries of Chl'ifh'amt)', is cbn'tfiidiA>ry to^the 
^general 'tcnof of -the 'mbft'ftithfol i**idftis 
arid- of -ft<Ss, ' whlih 'isinKit be ' ilifpaift!. 
the faci<k PrtJfhtts.-nnifofnilJ (ni-ei^W 

, -wiiK tire 'ftvcrtS 'indignation againft tb*r iSo- 
Ifftnius ritfts^oF kll H^at'hcrt natioris : tbey 
're'prtrfciitedtbcifh as jifft''6bjfe<S3 of dread aSid 
abhbrren^''afnbhgftlneA,'ahd,as cxpc^fcd'to 

- the dcftaih ^conft'qiJdnces ' of ' (fivnte ^^^e- 
Shce. 'Thii puBKt avoiital'tif "drte^fefflfed 
difapp'riBtttionaiid hoffifej), cdriftantl^fc- 
p'eatcd; aii« 'liot <juaH8di'by-iliy' irrBtmn- 

■ gled cx^^efflohs of partJitI j)iJ(i»'<a- MHii- 
nition,- cinnot be teioticilfiT^iWaH^'ibf- 

■ fibk'fjlffcm of-poIi»ii!al^6}'pfeiHJ'°«'^Qf 
: friendfltip conctaled by ifW rdfinijmfe^ of 

. -artr*' ■' '■■ .-'^■'■■1 ■'■<":'-■' ~ ■ ■■ ;■'' ' 
^T- .-i ;. ..-t^;-- ■ Again, 
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; AgW". tbi^, ftpi^<i(rt!jr rpre^e4„»h», will 

■» *«,^W^SS^^^''^'*S^I??!!iwl3lj«e«>'*p- 
tIJ>, lO^uld .Jbpi« j<cr, ^a;v9ijf' , ij^e fufceflb lof 
its, «nppjj?ai ,l)y„45cliirii4,tl«!it ^inedijUjle 
JfllOn asaJstftl^ne^ j».tl»q C9Hafcls.,9j .the 
■ !^9'!Higii,ifi|«4,as i«e!lftin t(>,i»e tatcpptid 
;ot(te„ii^:,»vpigfli5,4xi|M}<f i'jifl3gl),|-the 
, Prupliots, Bi5teforfi,,,in, fliimwijp iiiii%H;es, 
'ior^told to thjc.Jffs'i'h lBf°Pl^ ,(tw wiffirifs, 
tp wbich tbpjr.fjvfss atwtj't .''<! -Wpofcd 
. froon theyi^iio]^,a^i^of,tlie.fpnx^unding 
feingdamsj.y^th^cannptjuftljbftcharged ■ 
^l^it|l betraying. the. intdrc){i» of their .ooun- 
,try;. Jivicpci^dfii^Iy! ff,,.t^ esaft .acpor- 
^^cc,of fi^cha^fp^ies-of pre4i(^ons vith 
PUP j)rincip(^ obje^ ^f their ipiffion^ the ' 
frequency ..and: cnjcrgy, , with which they 
dfjnouaced .-^e'.ineritable^ delkui^pn of 
thofcyeiiy. kii)gdom^,;.^pply then> with 
the moll ample means of exculpation in 
the judgment of all fober and Impartial 
34 enquirers. 
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enqoircrs. i<j Though. i.tkis a^cuTatton has 
dftea'JiqaL' profezBtA'hytronsT adveriaries, I 
dtii*ot aiWarfc^'thit-t^ieyhave-ferioufly en- 
dea«ou»edl^td fubllanttiatB.! it by; examples, 
esfce^ti^nt^erAngfarhiftsnte dfithf oondud 
df^J«%aTiiiahlati.tho£ip9brdacl>iaf.tbe!Babylo- 
nioH abhyiK VFiodh thb nbninoihB. cKamples 
o£'fudb>bMpbci«s^^|pTB^i^ioIj^ natoirdBii in 
thetiaidrei^iVj[^tnns,'^yiy/on£ >has b«in^c- 
Ui6t»d^ia jwiiibhilthd abicdi^i^jairtiufiip[&&nQSG< 
alloW t^'daroi^ andiilicenlBousjIIa^dcl! o£ 
modofa thncslcn'eiijfilkuribdy/taildipiport^liis 
ahir^. .^Xh0 (batiilftiqKlb.o^nbo prpdfs^muit 
iiir{i])RbKadhai(wd.fflsiaqbii»in)ntfifiablei-©vU 
d!S*ik!e..^iihQ»tve8tind&(ofi'J:hfi>ca^fb.' .r 

n^eliikv^ttnsbfittboi.^cnatfch and the no- 
Islte^^s 'l9tqQqntJy> ikdicitedtimth eamcAnefs 

b(te ^«rf ^ ^kwqqei-mnbfalty.r ; liEfae tiffcirts. of 
gafi«»"tli»v^5'bcearioRewiJdiceSod.!to >tfaia 
e^. /'" B)»tidHc^iiatlagiI£itdi Ijefie^m^ieidifcr 
tttnrtyijniay':J5*ligpatifitJti,Tio'tr'ratoiicfl!-(pro- 
i«btodi.'T: ! But'il^i 'tbe fliediflBG^s"ooiitaMied 
m'tb« iaqneiiiffobamosicudlyci^ ofthis na- 
ture could poffibly be attained. The Pro- 

" Jeremiah xxni. 

' phets 



i.vCoogIc 



s:ermon VII. 365 

phets Mumforxnly ^atfraigqed'.ivtith iatrepad 
boldno& I'the: ionmomlhMsotari;; impitty -of 
the: ^^ntferc^'y-ant} ..prodidodiNthc .awful 
puilUhnaeilt8v-Trhitdiiawattisd fucljb->ci)ime9. 
They expofed^ thcfitfdvjdssi'm.i^nera^. to 
thoie ezpnefIu}nsr«f>]il|>i|liteKf'a]td;ikt¥e£cr^te 
hatred; witla 'whidii tfale dbc. bf Imbtr was 
receivbd'l^ ^o,anjaa\ii'<Aiish^,;viihoia,r^ 
ienttnent was aiifowidIy,CHeitied/by the ha- 
bitud ap^afitiopif .vvibidi: bo had txporusnced 
in hisguUtj.'Otntoiiiifrom ^c-ihtropid.mi- 
nifter qfi.HeavffiiJ. nThejr. affumed an au- 
diorityfirpqrk»ito ail j«rtWy power. With 
a lofcine^iof.omcoptiotif^which mere hu- 
man ability .never y^t.. has /reached, tbey 
d.wfilt upon the inflability and emptinefs 
even of the highaft>>ftatPo£.teimp&ral -gran- 
deur and don>in!(»i, jnt QOmpapibn with 
the iaexpreflii|ile < ina^cfly of ibho I^ord g£ 
heaven andi 'duth.' .'lihtsy< approEKhed the 
famed pexibnA^thciPrinco witb/ai£re«dom 
af'tnaaaoiV'aiid ibaiDltoefsckf addreisi which 
ate<^tazK^iexhibit0d- ui.,palacesr^and .mull 
haPCt>tbeMi 'pst:uliu^ ahhrnrcat] (rom the 
Iiangfaty iina.pv^canca>imiA>^]£amc adora- 

^ 1 Kings xfii. 8. 
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tidn. by wtiqlj t,he ■digwty pf- e*ft«ro mp'- 
narchs .is'iaphdHei^ ■. . r'.i- - ,. -j-- 

■ ,.Tfa^t <inatw»ial p«o^r4^in«y- fee, i»^- 
-Tanded, and -.nRtiii>n?l'(!6ja49tty averted, by 
tlwttbilitjj (if .tfa<» l^iWei^r:W a pirindf^ 
of flattery, ^'wfaidj' often, prevails among 
■ fubjeAs, and is fondly chcrilhed by the 
rulers. But what hopes of princely favour 
BTprotefliofj-lcQuH -irfl^fim^Iy 4% indulged 
\pf men,7iwhp^(ioiij^nt1y ^ff^fWHtchctd, tibfu' 
'CcjbntrynjiSBfor thwpc^^ifidwtce.i? a IW- 
tal arint%nd:|i««b^k^^pro(li^f>d ihe niui^ 
imperial «ittes ,fttl^ e^^nflve emp^esj urt- 
]«6 averted l«y gen«!!iLTf!p«:titf|9c^ aft^ ^ 
the relidoioe «^_-ib^4).:fKin^ attd {Kio^ 
upon the oa^ twct^^od J;--. : ; ^ ; 

Evett fhofe fenv Prp^heijes, wfaich nwy 
appear to have < Ba^^^ed the. wifte»,. of 

the njOioawAjr Vrere ge*?f^y embi^^ 
by other feft gratcfnl. communio^^ipns. 
Thongh :^c^. forfeited life of Qa^vidH^as 
spared in cpnfequente of his finceM. ,re- 
rpentancej ,yet thetiiea^ of, , his, (;hil^,.vas 
■jdeiieunccd by th?^ ^'r^piie.t. ,, I^ Jjkc plan- 
ner, Iflfhen JfaiahriWaa commiflJMied to 
, : . footh 
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footfa th« mind -c^ Ahaz, l^ divine afiur- 
ances of fecunty, during the approaching 
invafion of Syria and Ephraicn, he fad- 
dcned the welcome intelligence by prodid- 
mg the miferies e^ his futjeda jit a future 
period, ill whjdi they ftould be boameiin 
captivity to the ^ibuit batiks, of the En- 
phrHtes.- ■■ ■ ■ ■ ' 1- -■ - 

' He>- whd cet^ura i3f» {ovettagni may 
'trilhtto'becorMb tbeffavoyrite «f the pcb- 
■^ «■ To'TSts^^'-by diffefpeft; o* abofe 
'tSf'higtiirlWddrt'tjf th!©''(3«»itounity, is'not 
iinfj«^titly-aii"e«fy ^Uih -to' popubr. dif- 
'i\kSkotx Uti&'ti^akiify.'^Xfi tbei Prophets 
t>f' ifr^^eftfi'Wbt HifitdmCfd «<<ith iiiich 'de- 
praved ambitiori.'"'^beir',pr«^dibnswore 
in -general equally oifenlive to all orders of 
tlie^'ftiitc. 'Td'iSat&r the ^fiflKS otf the 
miill^tidei' to {^dfi^gri' theonf in'th^r^pe- 
jUdices, to tff'bchci^tbe^ fentiraeot^ and~to 
'ftfOTfiee^evttttru^'^d- viirbrtc tif tiieir, <ia- 
pric6 ahd ^^olii indliMticftiSj has beew Ibe 
•unffonft praftifce of iaiftioue demagogues, 
Thfc great Athenian Orator moft vigoroufly 
arid fncceiafully expbfed thefe unmanly ■ar- 
tifices; when he ■Warned his countrymen 
againft the ipecious dcclaimers, who prof- 
tituted 
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tituted' the nobteft '.OTiiGons of gemui to 
puirpbfts of'ftattery knd'd^ecat. ' iLwas in' 
a Itrain of captirating: but inndtous elo- 
qucmje," that_ tn'e -ralie prophets of Ifrael; 
addfe^ed tbemJeryes to* the ,'evi! paffions of 
their "iiearen', ar(d''ibdtHed their imagina-' 
tions whh pleafing Wt ' faiiaful pliftiires of 
prbiperity ; 'gave th^m afljiranccs of peace, 
■wherithe banners'bf tlie enemy^ were un-' 
furled'; and promiftd iereniity^knd fahiKne,. 
when' the flty was.alreat^ iiarkentd" by 
■the" clbuds, arid ■ agitated' by the • whirt- 
wihd., " •'"'•' ~ " ! ':'.'.' : ; 

"l^owai^erent w'3S;,the ch^rajfter qf the 
real' Prophets Tl^houga peace and .fecurity 
were tfje ardent "hope 'and foi?.deft ^ifli of, 
their -cquritn'meo^; yi^t'to their icotenopb- . 
rarie^ and their immediate fucce'ffprs, t^fj' 
giEijierally .'predicted fe,v'erc calamiti*;^,, and^ 
fometimes even , ineyitable rum. iThc rem 
of the ftopnet was written witKn -and'* 
without, with lamentation, ^rtd mourning., 

and woe. The lorrbws oif defeat wereemr 

... : ■'■.■'■("■■ ■ ■■'■ ■' ■ - ''"I'-'-U.! -i: -/Jiupffi' V. 
hittered by anticipati9n ; ' and ilsycm 9p-. 

peartd with aggravated hbrrbrs'm the ipyi", 

tic vifioiis brfutuntv'.' ' ' '" ' " , ■;. ", 

With 
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With equal freedpm thpvideclared ihem- 
fclves the' irreconciTpDle eijeqaies of ido- 
latry.' They riep'refehted it as an impiiius ' 
provocation of divine vcnge^ce, degraamg 
to the dignity btitli'of 'the tjreatuce and t^c 
Creator', ict.thp pro^hiity of the Jews 
to idolatry w^, unconqupraWe. . It was in- 
dulged in oppofitiqn to fjie declared will 
of God, and with a fearlefs defiance' of 
his almighrt; power, even while they, yet 
ftrqngly retained, in' their merhory innu-_ ■ 
merable inftances of his miracuroiis a6ts 
both of mercy and of Vengeance. Tt was 
indulged,' while his fword was yet uplifted 
in their caufe, e^nd ^hile the air w^ ftU 
tainted with tlie p^ftilepce, ,' wnich ^f i' 
forjner idolatries had pfovo|ked mm to ftrid. 
Yet notwithftanding the univerial preva- 
lence of this crime,, the Prophets^ neither 
publicly favouring, ho^ ijl^tjy'ne^e^ing 
it, boldly held it iprtn asth'e'conftant ob- 
je<S of their enmity. In their Jfo^enin ad- 
dreites to the people, theyinYei^ed againft 
them as loaded with this particular ipecjes 
of iniquity^ a^ aegraded bvfuperftition the 
daflteft of ' errors) an^ blacte'ned by ingra- 
titude the oafeft or cnmes." "All the'mofi 
loathfbme and terrible images of nature 
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tvcra feleded^ as refemblancci both of their 
iih and' then pntuflitDent; - it is -not Ait- 
pn£ng^that a>:race-bf 'FtaiplMets:, ivooee^g 
tfaqsinc^etshnmod (^]|>oficibn loil^ imv- 
tttntc 'pfbpenfitiei' of tii)A'' muUitudc, fm 
it>6ni .Etttntdhig:rev«rdn<ie'orx:<Alctfiatii^ a£- 
feSwn^'&ouId be-bonftadtlyiinporcd tO'i-e^ 
l^ntkf^periccutiiMiEr to taocktrf, to hi^ilti 
and tx>dea^'^ItiMr-ol^e£tsiof common flia- 
lice and common* deteAatibn ; condemned 
by the nileb> and yet tiiipitied by the ^o- 
pk*..:- .^v - .■-.. ■— - l-- :- 

Tin; 'candid «flqutrer will combat equal 
^ffioultie^' if he iefideavOun «o afcrfte th« 
condudoftbe i^opheti tothe'baf&dsfiW 
of pecuniaiy advantages. It is by no means 

' « Even the Infl^ -allaw^i that th« PiDphetB &t theje*- 
tfh^dopl««aree:tpo6f tdlhs&vdftlitlardfliip*. AllTiAiig 
to dide hudAii^f'the t^ftn of cart^ J^ws to M, df -Vd> 
(aire coBtaia tjie f9HowiHg ftntence^; " Ey«i according to 
you (viz, Voltaire) moft of thefe holy me^ reaped nothing 
from their laboan, bat the hatredof kingt and the con- 
tempt of nations, perfecutioDi exila, death. Yol.'i.,p..398. 
So general, indeed, and iodubiubla w^re the hardl]ii(« 
endured t^ the Prophet^, tha^ they bavf been cholen J>7 a 
modem Infldet, as oiie of the faireft fubjefb for-thciudvd- 
gelice «f (eorrilous il^Eefl fiind Imr hoBbeaafi ■ ^it t^ 

probable. 
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prolttblcy -tfaiat :ft iuoffoffipai- f)f iihpoflors 
fivwldvJia^ <:oiitiBi>eddtb6ir. atrts throogh 
4(} man}[ 8$e%]wi^ut^(kteifiian. -Had the 
-aecumubtton o£ v4ealth beonithc princrpd 
ajkm, U> wkkb thfk sndearours bad bees 
^kcAai, who CttQibcUfav, that wc flunald 
dHcover kmnog tbfih:! tfao& exdJbed per- 
£aBagcs, who wtore of all inaa.the; Icaft l^ljr 
to be sUurod by liucfa unworthy and triffiag 
(tniolw&eEtls ^ It cannot he. itippofed, thad*' 
uad^rJuchc;cij:fiQj^(ftjiiio^^.Nve ibould. hod. 
in the number of the Prophets, Daniel, the 
favoured minlfter of the Babylonian mo- 
4jm!^ lO^naktJ diliingaiihed by a noMe' 4ad 
|hetha|ii3 ft royal bu)tii» ahd D^tfid» the (towii^ 
^tand fffoijKxoas fiyvdrpi^ WiifcaeL 



Again> Prophecy was exerted with more 
than common fpirit , in fe^Iojt«i,iof , pgiT^iry 
and diflreis ; -. whoa little ^toBti could rea- . 
fon&Wy bfc espeifte* fi*6rii?- heaffew, who 
eithet languifhed'iri'fcaptiyity abroad, or 
iyierp^plrtiJii4ej^ep-an4;iinpQV(?wflied.by avic- 
tdtrio^s enemy- at home.^ ■ ■ ■■ 

*,^'2[%l']|«ii;^lu^*^9"^!'K/tIiei^ prcdi^lphs 
aw[pii!9of^:litti;,f,th4«( isitflgrity. The com-- 
munications, which, in the awfillnanK) of 

.'!(!.,;<(c,r. God» 
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God, they tdually made to the moft ex- 
aJtcd diarafteri in ^c commmiity, were, as 
I have alrcady^adbccaiiori to remark, ge- 
-^ncrally dnpl^afirig and foihctimes even tre- 
^nendous. l*hdcr Verc furcly not tftft 
means bcft 'adapted 'td 'irifpirt: ffratituift 
or fccnre reward." Tlattcftftg promifcs dnd 
pleafing piftupCS 'of'the-firtare WoUld, oh 
fuch {Kbiibrt^i'iavb "fieeti-firfd'-forfh t^ 
impbftfars.' ' ' "■' Cbme ind cuVife rae this" 
people,"'- iaid'^ the'king of the Moabites to 
Balaain,"^'artcl~i w^lP'pfbrfiote- lifice ^utito 
ver^' grfeat'-ian6ur,' a*a"l Will do y^- 
fo^eartlHriii-iay eft 'unto me':"' Tficfe'wtfr^ 
fhfi-Sflrctfs!,' ^"^hi^ "the" rulers of ^Hi^ 
dbnife Siid-the'Ifeaders-of artiiics were ^-■ 
Img to r^bompenfe the' merccrraiy prt^tf^ 
to load hiiii witK' riches, and'to invcff'hriH 
■with hbhoirs.- " But the' Prophets of KHfl; 
in ginci-aC llke"tlie tcMainfBalaSnti'cfti 
this occafion, were unwelcome meffengers 
to ih6x\ib^, dnd''coilflAetl' theit'' prtdic- 
tibils'fo 'fiiijci^ br fedarhity atid difgracl** 

--!--. 1 : .:i-: ■,,■; -.1: ;■ - .;;:, .; ■ ../ > i. ifM.' 

,'Had tfiAllJ'c%(s tccA *aii*'ae'd-'¥Slt«fS 
accoraulaQori"ofSi^cafth','tIJey'*(iuld'1t^lh??,' 
l^c tHc! Heit^eb pHHb; have ci^oifii?^ 
thdr vdtiritt to' apl*3kh'*tficm'witfe' ^c^' 

: ■ • '■ "■■■'-- •'■ '' - ' :■ ■■"attd 
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and fpleraUd ofFeiin^a ar> like the authors 
and fiipporfera (rf Papal- cqiryptiops, h^vf 
rqirdented the prvtedion .wid fttvpw , pf 
Heaven as atnvidant^ iiyJul^d to., thojCi^ 
yfdiQ ihould ezcit tb^. chanty in the ifcr 
vice of God aad his fninjfle^j. , But ex- 
cept in thofp.^gnalinftanc^,. where thw 
mik. entitled 4hqn to opuJI|Encie and diilincv 
tioo> poverty and {cJihjde, voluntary mor- 
tificatioiSi and. a cpnts^pp t oC worldly ppmg 
and plcaiure, appear >tQ, ^ave aUnoft. uni^ 
fotmly maikcd ithcfc holy, n^cn pf God^ 
far froin icovetuig ncbe% or ieckipg^ t^t^ 
mcaqs of TcJuptupui^c^, ^hpj wcrcj^jgeof^ 
rally influenced 1^ the 'iai|nc,.fn|^e^ fpirit 
with him, who ,wq? fed hy thC; hitds of 
Heaven^at thc,fcUtary h^if^^ of phprjtj^, 
aod tfho ate hi^^hji^l?]jf; but.^MSCulou§ 
meal. wid» ithc.pf^ wuUuv^^d Sap;^pta. 

To thcfc .pblm4tic!p3,iit: m?^ Jie.addeid» 
that in almofl: evcfj^age of th^.Jewi£h IjiA 
tory, a cunf^tance with the unconquera- 
ble propensity of tl^f)eopJfi.^in;C^tip^^ng 
the .fi^udulept .j;i^:^., j^tjfttl^pji^Jfugfgfli.-: 
tksn, WQuld havcfic^mc^.^g^^irei^jpft^^; 
pea of ample andjiiojjpej^afiB w^^v ^^# 
had the Prophets been aduatcd by woHdly 



i.vCoo^lc 



174 ^ E R M O N VII. 

motires, had they not fek the xhfluence of 
an infpiring and over-ruling Power,, they 
Would have accommodated their religious, 
principles to their temporal ;intcrefts, would 
have .fled from the temple,, when it was 
deferted by the people, and would have 
uttered their predidiions with equtd in- 
difference at the altars of Moloch, or in 
the fan<Suary of Jehovah. 

. Having endeavoured to ihew rfjc abfo- 
lute unreafonablenefso£ aTcjibiiig to im^ 
pofture the conduit of the .Hcbrcsv Pro- 
phets, I Atftll proceed to exa^ne, iwhcther 
it was not equally remote frpm the phienzy. 
of enthufiafm. 

In entering upon, this difcuffion, it may 
be ufcful to leoollet^.th^t there is a wide 
diftinSipn , between zeal , .and fanaticifra. 
The former waa boldly and unremittingly 
exerted by the Propheta of Ifra^ Tfae 
di,vinc diarafler, which they affume4, ab- 
£bluteLy required this exertion, and c<)>iId,Rpt 
other wife be f^pported. They declared, 
ti^at they were conMniiTioned in a folema 
and mofl: wonderful, inanner, during the 
coui^ of an extraordinary interpofiti<»j, bf 
the 
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the almighty Kiiltt of the univerfe. It 
may realbnably be luppofed, that men, 
who came forth ih fti divine a cbaradler, 
would difplay the raoft ardent zeal, ' and 
adhere with unftiaken fidelity to' their God, 
notwithftanding the genera? prevalence ot' 
idb!atry, or even the tiniverfal apoftafy of 
the people. 

With this zeal the Prophets of Ifrael 
werd conftantlyaftimated. But let not its 
holy fervour be miftaken for the wild' and 
lawlefs emotions of fanaticifm. The caufei 
ih. ivhich it wSs exerted, was diretftly o'p- 
poied to that, in which fknaticB are ufiial- 
ly engaged. They are accuftomed" to be 
roufed and inflamed into adfion by unufual ' 
convulfions of the ftate, or by fiidden 
changes in goveriiment and rtligiob. Bu? 
the* faired R-o^htfts, . far from' fafouring a" 
fpirit of'turbulerice,' or yielding ^o the al- 
lurements of 'nbvelty, werd chiefly animated' 
by the diifire of perpetuating theven^-able 
rhahifeftatidns of the Deity, whieh haiJ 
beSft ma'3e ih; remote antiquity, of ftrength- 
enihg the attachment of the people to that 
God, whom their fethers had worftippcd, 
of preferving entire the religious eftablifli- 
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mcnt, which li^d defccnded to them from 
their anceftors, and of fecuring. the con- 
tinuance of a theology, which, having pre- 
vailed through a long fucceflion of ages, 
was perpetually endangered by the fickle- 
nefs natural to the multitude, and by the 
pernicious examples of the iiirrounding na- 
tions. 

;' The conduA of the Prophdts was not 
marked by the wild extravagancies, which 
are ufually the 'offspring of fanaticifm. 
"Iliey ipflamed no^ their hearers to bold 
and ambitious enterprizes ; nor kindled the 
heated imaginations of a fa<^ion ; nor £red 
the impetuoiis fury of the multitude to 
iudden violence and outrage. 

The Ipngth of time, through whicli they 
flouriftied, is an additional, proof of juft and 
properly direfted ■ z^al.' The vifionary is 
£K>n confiipied In his own fire. The ilame 
is too intenfe for long continuance! ''Iftie 
phrenzy cither exhaufts "hh ftrengtn,' ot 
gives birth to extra vagdricics, whiph^' dis- 
grace and ruin his caufe. Thus the 4*^'^ 
of licentious enthufiafm, which prevailed 
in Germany at the perioii ' of the reforma- 
tion. 
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tion, aroie and died away within the compafs 
of a few years. But the Prophets of Jehovah 
continued their prediftions, with {ew in- 
terruptions, through many fucceffive gene- 
rations. The prophetic mantle was deli- 
vered down in a kind of hereditary de- 
fcent. The light of infpiratibn, like the great 
luminary of day,' Ihone forth from age to 
age, without exhaufting its, power, or do- 
ing injury by its heat. . 

. The uniformity of prinaples acppng th© 
Prophets is equally ftrikijig with the cir- 
cumftanfe of their long continuance. Fa- 
■ naticifm could not thus proceed^ln an eve^ 
and uniform tenor, .and . upon one uninter-, 
nipted plan. Its direiflion would have va- 
rieti. with the flucSjiatior^s of, .public opi- 
nion I its fentin^ents would have beea 
changed in conj^lance with-the-caprice or 
ph^^nzy of its, feveral votaries. But the. 
Piy^hets, arifmg in long fuccenion. never 
deviated, as, I ha.ve jalready more fully de- 
fcribejj' in a former £*^ure, frorip one 
C(^prc|^enfiV|ep^ft?mj,.ni|:fKme ip its na- 
ture', .complex in ita fl^pt, ^nd Angularly 
difficult "to be unfolded. - "Irhey laboured 
without ceflation from" century to century 
I T 3 tq 
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to refi& the idolatrous pitopeniicies oi their 
countryfnen, to recotronend the- pure and 
, iimpie vrofihip of Jehorah,. to open the 
iccnes ctf futurity. .with a: cleamcfs ^a- 
dually increasing, and to devclope one con- 
neded and hartnonious icheme of revela- 
tion, defcsnding throi^ aR time, and 
connotfted with ail :nations. -^ 

Even the exalted fi&aa^n of fome of 
the Pnq)hetB magr jiiftly fccuro them frotn 
■the charge of isttiaticifnu ■ The high xrf- 
fices, with which they Jrtneze fometimes i*- 
Tcfted, oi^ht to place them far aborctfae 
fufpicion of .a vifionary.ffarit of wildnefs. 
Religious hypocrify has often been artfuHy 
adopted by fuccefsful innovators, and by 
bold and amlatiouE' leaders. But rehgious 
fenaticifin. owes its birth to 'a weak and 
precipitate -temper of mimd, which is pecw- 
liaily. uniavoDrahle to the Aihtle and ar- 
duous defigns of anUntion. All agcshue 
abounded . with religious IknaticS;. - 1 >But 
where can one be found, who, exalsted like 
David from the OKep-fbld, filled, through 
nunta-QUE years, the thixino of a laj^ Atii 
pioiperoiis lirigdom, and- left it as aa'in- 
heikanco.tohis children; ok who,, emerg- 
ing, 
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ing, like Daniel, £rDni a fiato of ignomiiu<- 
oua sfitptivitj, dkedwd through a <kmg Ufa, 
and uader fucceiGve '. monaxciiSt the admi^ 
niftraticKi of tbe^gmateil' ecr^iie of the 

world ? 

If then the Books of the Prophets did 
not owe their birth, either to impofturc or 
fanatidfm, they could only be delivered 
uhdcf the ittdueace of Divine infpiration. 
-This is the hi^ and holy charaAer, tio 
which they umfarmly aflqrtia claim. Let 
«3 therefore Bn^fy cacaraine, whetlier the 
^neral compJexion c^ their wiitiiigs ap- 
pears. to fan^tionand confirm fach prsten- 
iions. 

' An affeftion or ibong propcnfity of the 
mind, which is cberiihed during a long 
periods and pejrxuitted to'gDrem,our:fenti- 
ments and adions, cannot bo indulged in 
iecnecy, cannot be : concealed from pul:4ic 
obfervatton. It will be unintentionally tnsh 
nifelitod on . a thoU&nd trifling occaltonB. 
It wiU imperceptibly inttrmiogle itfelf with 
a^on^. with vv£ueh< it is not neceilarify 
Gonnei^d, and, give a tinge ev^ to ow 
rcmoteA thoughts and exprciiions. Thus 
T 4 when 
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when dio< mind J6 Atpit&idib-yims(»itanf»i 
and pverca& wkh gU>oin> and diBffwndeDC^; 
or, ■whcn^ aillivenod by hopo, it indices 
the fallicE'of joy and'romi^ti£lexp«(flati(Hii 
in either'cafe,' it ihaparts the c^ara&jST. of 
the particular foeliog to the general tenor 
of our f^ttmesAs, and g^Tcs a diftinguifhing 
colour to our tntcroourTe with - foeiety. ^ 
Our profeiffional'enif^oymentt, -in pn^rr 
tion to thfc wai with which /lihey aicpro- 
fecuted, determine" in ' a. coofidemble. de- 
gree the- di&inguiiGaingi^ ehasairacr and 'ge- 
neral compiezQoniof the mind. lutoth^fr 
torical' ^nd poetical cceapc^itiona- thq ffsit 
timents of. the vHritor . bath) political and 
religious imperceptibly ioiioUate thcmfelvefij' 
and beftow. a; peculiar cail on the body of 
the work. Thou^',(i)i« real defign of the 
poet may be pleafmgly vtalcd under a. fable 
or an allegory, yet it breaks forth on fo 
many occafions in the courfe wf the naira- 
tive, that it cannot cfcapethe notice eves of 
the mdft careloJs and.fuperficial obfeiTer. ■ 

From thefe obfervationa, it appears at 

moft. impoffiWe, but that die. principal ob- 

jed: intended in anylong.fcrtei of writings, 

or iealoug order of mcn,-jnyft of ttetjcffity 

be 
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be clearly- on^fdd to^^e rimoooi th« ao- 
curswaftd utijWfe^udiced cnquliBr.. In di*- 
refliflg' our attention to- rfie Hebiew Pro^ 
phctfc, for the purpofe of arriving at a 
knowledge of their real aim, we diicover, 
that to i^pport the honour of the true 
God, and tlve authority of his revealed Ke- 
ligion. Was the fole'defign, which' they (■!-» 
thcf opeiJy avowed, or feetned in any way 
to favour. Whiles we are totally unable to 
reconcile their • oonduA with the views 
fltherof impoiiors or enthafiafts, this prin* 
cvple-may eafilybe'iliewn to have been con^ 
ftantly and unpeminingiy purfued throup:h. 
eveiy period of' their long and extraordi«- 
naryihiftdry. It was always aiftive, always 
" kept in view. Like the fpirit of iife,which 
mdves even Jihci minutcft' particles of our- 
frame, it pervaded and animated the whole 
ftheme of their Revelation. The nobleft 
feelings of the foul were awakened by ite 
tnftuence. It dffplayed itfclf fometimes in 
the loftieft conceptions of the Deity, fome- 
times in the fevcre inventive of honeft indig- 
nation, fometimeB with a manlyforoe' of ar- 
gument, and foffletimes with the tender per- 
fiiafions of pity, of ^gratitude, and' of love. 
Xhc' hypocrite wiUoccafionally. betray him- 
■ ■ ■ ' , felf 
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felf through Imidvertience;' the moft cmiXiom 
wili ibmetimies leave hmifelf unguarded: he» 
who poflcffes the ol^ed deiired, , Bmidft the 
trimnj^oi^the ^gqu^tit^^jng^ hccdlefsly or 
from bttfe^tation diicove^ Vhe 'artifice, -which 
he has preyioufly employed: he, who repofds 
in fancied fecurity, may no leng^ be anx- 
ious to conceal A»-«t«ftn8> which fecili- 
tated his fuccefe. But never did the Pro- 
phets of llrael betray any private or tem- 
poral aim, or deviate* Awn in a iingle in- 
ilancc, from the pure and fublime obje£t> 
which tiiey avowedly lab6ured , to attain. 
In Vrealth and in poverty, in triumph and 
in defeat, when Seated like David upon a 
throne, or like Amos tending the herds, 
they invariably declared thcmfelves to be 
employed as th?, ,niini;fters„of, Jehovah in 
revealing his will, to ra^nJUad. 
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I DO SENJ) TH^E U«JT(^,.;r.p"E;\i; .A^D T,HP» 
SMALT SAY UNTO JJiEMj^.^rHT^S S^TJI 
THE LORD GOD. ,.'.,, 

AND THEY, WHETHER XHEy' WILL HEAR, 
OR'WHETHER THEY WILL FORBEARj(pOK 
THEY ARE A kEBEiLl'dus HOUSE,) YET 
SHALL Know, tWXt ^HEkE'HATH BEEN 
A PROPHET jtJrfo'Ntt TMEM; 

X HE early ages of nations have been uni- 
formly diftinguifhed by the popular beli^ 
of a fupematural gift of Prophecy. A fup- 
pofed acquaintance with futurity gratifies 
the curiofity of man, and is peculiarly CaJ- , 
culated to delight and overpower his ima- 
gination. He is naturally anxious with 
refped to the probable events of future 
dmes. 
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times, the confideration of wTiich awakens 
iome of Kis ftrorigeft palTions. . The more 
deeply'he expefls to be mterefted.in tl^em, 
the mo^e ^werfully he feels the alternate 
afcehdahcy ,of Hope and' qt~ fear, which 
fuch a prefcience " is f alculated to excite, 
AftonifheJ at pixels, of \vhich, from the 
feetlenefs or his inteUetflual po,wers, he is 
unable £0 affign iric caufe, and alarmed at 
appearances, the confequences of which lie 
out of tlie reach of his pend:ration, he re- 
^rs for affiftaric'e to tlie revelations of (u- 
perior beings, and receives with reverence 
whatever he lUppofcs tliem. to diicloie. 
Not yet eiiligh'tened by fcieftce and ci^U; 
zatipn, he is unable to examine and deted 
the grofs fallacies of the pretended Pro- 
phet, in whom he creduloufly repofes con- 
fidence : while tlie gloomy fuperftition, 
which at fuch an early ilage of fociety 
univerfally' prevails, enforces upon him a 
l^i'nd and 'unfufpe<Sing affent. From the 
influence of the^ caufes, the belief of a 
fplrit of Prophecy has always exlfted in the 
infant ftate of fociety, whether we examine 
the" records of the lavage' and gloomy 
hordes of the j^drth, or the milder and 
niore fimple condition of primitive man- 
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ners in the Eaft; or attend "to the inftind- 
ive fuggeftions of nature as manifefted in 
.the inhabitaiats of the weflcrn hemifphere. 

, Even civilization, when arrived at its 
moft perfect ftate, and inteUedual im- 
provement, w^en advanced to its utmoft 
height, are unable ^completely to difpel the 
iUufion. They may temper its groflhefs- 
and veil its abfurdities : they may par- 
tially weaken its, influence and deprive.- it 
of fome of its mofl; iUuftnous votaries ; 
but, unlels alTifted by the authority, of the 
Chriftian Religion, they can neither eratji- 
cate it from the miiids of the ignorant and 
fuperftitious multitude, nor wreft it from 
1;he hands of the politician, who employs 
it as a powerful engipe of government, anil 
an ufcful in/lrumeni of arnbltion. ' 

, Let not the Believer, .however, be dlf- 
couraged, nor the Infidel prefumptuoufly. 
hope to triumph, becaufe the numerops 
fpperftitrons of the world, equally with our 
holy Religion, lay claim to a fpirit of Pro- 
phecy. The prctenlions of Chriftiariity to 
this decifive proof of a fupematural inter- , 
■pofition are fupported by evidence totally 
uiiat- 
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unattainable by impoftors. In ever/ point 
of view, in which we contemj^te. the 
IVophcta -of tmth, the divine nature rf 
their mifiion moft clearly and forcibly ap^ 
peari. Even from the detail of minute 
circumilanccs» conne<Sed with their holy 
office, additional arguments may be de- 
rived, by which oiar confidence m rcveht- 
tion may be irtvigorated and confirmed. 

On a fiii^etH fb awful and- momentous 
as that of a miraculous communication be- 
tween the great Creator and his humble 
creatures, hy the agency of infpired minif- 
ters, it may without prefumption be- ex- 
pefted, that all the circumftances relative 
to the-oPEHiN« and final CLOssof ^ 
wonderful .an; intercourfc, together vnth 
the MEAS3empl6yed and the object in- 
tended, fliould be in no refpeft unworthy^ 
of. the high and holy charatfter implicated in 
fijch confideration. It is my intention,' 
therefore,'on theprefcnt occafion, toiovef- 
tigate the particular parts of the fhb|e£k> to 
which I have juft alluded^ for thcpurpofe-' 
of difcovering farther evidcrioe in favour o( 
the infpiration. of the Prophets. 
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A t^ftimony ffingularly ftrikiftg, in pttjof 
of die drrine origin of Yicred Ptophecy, 
^peais at the openirtg of the vronderful 
fchenic. In tracing back the hiftory of Re- 
velationj it is reafonahle to expeA, that wh«n 
we have arrived at the moment of its com- 
mencemefrt, it- \v\\i appear in its natiit 
purity, unilillied by mortal corruptions. As 
the rivir flows ' -with increafing cleamefs, -' 
when we afcend towards the, fountain: Jo 
rehgirtn, it may' juftiy be fupp<^d, wiii 
bear the moft manifeft tnarks of divinity, 
when we have reached the aufpicious pe-- 
riod, in Tvhich fhe foil dclbendcd &pm 
Heaven. • 

■If we -explore the' early ftafe of Pagan 
Oracles, we fliall ^nd, that they Ihrink 
from the application of this juft and rca- 
fonable teft. "Kiough the Chriftian be- 
lieves, that they* originated in a corrup- 
tion of the traditions refpeding the real 
revelations of the Almighty, yet fo humi- 
liating and bafe were the circumftances at- 
tending thfcir firft inllitution; according to 
the accounts of the idolatrous nations, in 
which they were either invented or pre- 
ferved^that the fimple recital of tbem will 
fcarccly 
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fcarcely ;becofte tl*^ forioufnefs and 1o- 
lemnit^' t>f^tlie place, \a Whtch we are af- 
fembFed.; ,'Thfij'' Were" &ppofed to be in- 
ijpifed by &cc«af(;d'"mortds, '. No cauft, 
\vdrthy df'a' divine intcipofitioft, g^nd pe- 
culiarly operating at that particular mo- 
ment,-is aiCgned fpi* their commcacem^t. 
Even the iiioft celebrated ^radq of aftti- 
"quity arofe upon bccafioiK tfieinoft t}mm- 
portaht'^attd ' puerife, Svhich-ttie" imagiiia- 
ti9ri:tah-concgnre.^:'3fltc/'wcnr tfie Si- 
|faccr of" rational Alnir'^Atfii 'they ^exhibit 
3*ftri£itrg-ihfence-.oP:fteioWiiate ofdlpt- 
^^tibai ' iritb" wbrch' Ac Ahnighty pei^- 
^its his creatUreff tcriiftk,-Whcn thpy haTft 
drafted frbinr the- "IfntTwIedgc of his rc^ 
Vcaled wjll'/arid'pfoflfEtutcd ^eirTeaifcti'lA 
tfer^ervice oPfiipetftftiori. _ - ' * 

■"-fiowa^fiii ~srid' firblime'was tfte-fceii^ 
^ith Whlch'the ^n-iffianffevefation apcSStl 
it proceededirOTirthe dne 'God, pmtr?^lpi|i- 
rltiijil; and irfvi'filSe^tbffTOaker and tSc "^fei 
fefvdf of wbrfds, "thefii^'ahd mi (t.bCj i Oyg 
Wh6 is 'frona (iv'eriaftin^.'-"It b^n-iiciStt 
infanc^ o^ nature; "with^. the fiift iriMB^ 
tfintff of tiic _earth,:from ^hom haTcMjiShft 
derived 'atf'tlie iiiartons of thr^obc:" -ft 
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-w^s Qccaiioned by circumflances the moft 
intercftin^ and awful^ ivbich a reafonable 
being can contemplate ; the fall, of a new 
Qice of creatures by lin, and the benevolent 
intention of the Creator to refiore them to 
life and immortality. . 

. From the osigin of Prophecy, let us di- 
reft our attention.to its. final clofe. When- 
the diyinc ixdpiration of the real Rraphcts 
had ceaioU the. jPagan Oracles no longer 
attered their 'prc<£6tiona. Yet no caufe, in- 
dependent of Chrifiiafiity^ and ^n£ng &om 
their own native folely,, can be «^gne4 
cither £ar thdr ceCation or their continued 
0ence. No important end had been at- 
tained, by the accomplishment of wfaicV 
their iiiture operation, was rcndcced .unncr 
ceflaiy. The fame circumftances, -which 
had lb long occaijoqcd tiieir delufive reiign, 
&eined to require their uaiatecruptcd Con- 
tinuance through all fucceeding a^^. The 
impoffibility of alBgning a ready 'and ade- 
quate reafon iot the entire departure of the 
|)fophetic ipirit, may be ju^y inferred from 
the- futile and. ^ciful coii^tS^iires, by which 
the wondcHT^g HgaMhen athymptrd to ex- 
^ain its ccflfittion. Th^ ,Foet and the 
Ti Prieft 
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Prieft exqitcd a pc^ular belief that the in- 
fpiiing Deity Ij^d yifclded to mortality, and 
was.no Ipngw numbere(i.amoiig,the..Goda. 
While the .grave and inqvifitive philoip- 
phe^', wth a credulity .ic^cdykfe culpa- 
ble, declared, that the exhalations and va-r 
pours, which had beeo the inftnitnents of 
inipiring the prophetic phrenzy **, had -at ■ 
length^ from con^ou^^.^e, .e^auf^d their. 
virtues » .and .that, heoce,, the difappconted 
votary ilept in vait^ upon ; the .bank, which- 
was .confecrat?d , to tiic-X)eit)f, of /dta^ 9f 
the. ftroaro* V, wh^ch he hoped to bCj,io«, 
4'ired. ,. ' ;, , 

The. xoaL cax^fe of this, ejrtraordinaiy 
CTcnt, the F^jiiwaa either unat^e ta dif- 
cern* or unwillinig tp ^jckaQwl^dgo. A& 
the Heathen .Qraqles origjjatcd in the, pei- 
vprfion of true rcligifliv fo their final de- 
parture was, occaiioricd. by its >vade sj^ 
glorious diffufiqn- When Chnftiajiity bo" 
gan.tQ, prevail^ ,the , evil Spirits,; ivh^ . had 

■ Hut.lib.^defeft.Orac. Juliafl.^aCyrUlum.J.vi. 

*> Even Ariftotle and Plinj-.the Elder foppc^ that cer- 
Uin exhalation* ftbin the earth cccafioiied the phteniy, in 
wkkh <tiie Omdes,' olOaA NituAl, «4t« adUvntod: AiUUt. 
VKxle K$u9dcM.^^T. p^i. ,Pliniv>. 1. ii, Nat. Hi^. <^rwu. 
.:;:. pro- 
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probably on fome occalions affifted, though 
in a limited manner, the artifices of hu- 
man impoliure, were no longer permitted 
to exercift their malignant power. Their 
authority gradually dccHried; and the frauds 
tct which they had given countenance at 
length were fully terminated. ' 

When the pretcndedfpirtt of Prophecy had 
departed, no veftige of the Oracles remained; 
which regarded fucceeding t^es. The pre- 
diiftions had no referoncc to futurity, and djf- 
taht genenrtions were totally unihterefted 
in their efFuiions. When the temples -were 
clofed, and the pricfts had defertcd their 
caves, thrir influence arriohg mankind fi- 
nally ceafed; and Ihey have been of nb 
more confeqUcJicc to poftcrity, than the 
metpory of the multitudes, vrhom they had 
aeceivwJ, and the ravages, which they had 
impioufly fen^oned. Such has uniformly 
been' the fate of deception. The vdlumes 
of' the Sibyl, which, during the ages of the 
Roman republic, were {q often apparently 
confulted'for thcpurpofe of deluding the 
ignorant populace ; when tlje temporary, 
purpofes, which they favoured* had been 
*btain«d, were dlfre^rded and foon con- ' 
- ■ , u 3 flgned 
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Signed to obtiVion'.' 'Jn the' fame manner, 
the Sibylline verfcs, ^invpnted ^ntmg the 
early progrefs^ of (^xi^^Bi.tY, were.unablp 
to endure the fcrutmy of liberal and un- 
prejudiced enquirers,' an^ have generally 
been condemned as a contrtvanc;e of im- 
pofture, by all fucceedjng ages. 

The fete of the Heathen Oracles in Jater 
times has been i^ot unworthy of their canfe. 
Among the fp'eat mafs;©/ mankind they 
have funk, into entire oblivion. , ^y philo- 
sophers .th^ )^ye-. been regarded as deccpr 
tions^ ,and hav^ ^^^ treated fonietiisjes 
with contempt, jand, fometimes with, dc- 
iepyed negletft.. Their myi^erlous rite^, ex- 
plored by the cl^ffic^ fchojaf, and inquifi- 
tive aijtiquary, have been, exhibited as pl?- 
jefts of pl^afing, though, barren . curiofify ; 
and " fopictimes they : have been brought 
ftwward by the theologian, ps,^ feconda^ 
argument in faypur of real infpira,ticttiji,thc 
authority of wVch is. itfpngtheiip^ by ft JMr 
dicioiis and ajndid cpmMrif9n .wjtti ti^ 
moft celebrated and-, fijcpejlsfial iQfilepr^?. pj 
prophetic impoi^iwe. ,, , ,, ^i . .n, 

The gift, of P/9p1i,^c^, "w^tP^j, *b)C9'C!^-^ 
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long revolution of ages, had gradually pre- 
pared the way for Chrillianity, was'wiih- 
drawn ibba after, its promulgation, !becauie , 
the grand objeft was accorftp(imed', foj 
which it had beeij originally - imparted^ 
The roll of facred Prophecy had been dif- 
clofed for the plirpofe of becoming an in- 
ftriiment of the divine government among 
a chofcn people, and of affording a mira- 
culous teftimony to the charaifler and docr 
tr'mes, of the divine Founder of our holy 
Religion. Wlien the Jewifh polity was 
diffolved, and' when the Saviour of niah- 
kind had concluded his t^nivolenc wort, 
and the Golpel was trivi'inphant over the 
world, the fpirit bfinfpiratjon for ■ever dii* 
appeared. Far from being oppo^d in its 
farther progrefs, like the Pagan Oracles,' by 
the. over- ruling . influence of a fiiperior 
Deity, or an 'h6ftiJe'"reli"gioh,'it- clofed Its 
career at & moment pecufiairly' favourable 
to itg farther "exerlicihs.'.'^That particulai" 
fevdlstionj to'the truth of wTiich it Had 
borne 'the moft d&ifive" and ungueftidri- 
able evidence, was be^nnmg-to pbHefs an 
unbounded influence- among mankind, and 
\v4'3;8dnfeque"ntly enabtetf to afforil an 'ad- 
'eitional fandion to its divine pretenfions. 
c 3 ■ While 
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'V^ile the dondition of the JewiAi peofile, 
to whom the commtimcattona. of the diviutf 
i^rit h^-'faaen almoft cucluiively impvtetl^ 

^medat that important sera more efpe- 
aaily- to requuv tlio ctunfort and aflurances 
6( divine Fyophccj. They T*erc about to 
beexpc^ed to the inoft tremendoiu caJa- 
mities* to ciTil dilieiitioiis, and a foreign 
invaiton, to the miTeries of a fiege, the de- 
ftruAicMi of their, city, the diflblution -.oi 
th«r civil .polity, and- a long difperiion of 
their tribes. It is-amidft theft awful fee«e$ 
<?f. national dilirefe, that prefcender^.to dvr 
vi'neinfpirstton mofi commonly arife. And 
let it ilot be forgottcai, that in feafbns of 
fimilar cakmtty and de^ondence in paft 
ages, the communicBtioas of the Prophets 
had been moft ■ frequently ahd,mofl .eamr 
feftly imparted to thcipeopleof Jfrael. Ha4 
facrcd Prophecy, therelMe,; been> a mew 
human artifice, the ftrongeft reafons feeSffied 
not only- to favour, but imperioufly to de- 
mand, its longer continnahcci ' I.t. tfas, 
howoMr,-»Bithdra*n»' becaufe, tho;iv»tlwie 
fchemewas coinpletiecl,iioT'the-;dve(urif0l^ 
ing' of which 'it ^had. ottgijaally.bHseli'.'iltir 
I^Etyed; The. efieift iceo&d^ when thei.ea^ie 
no'longenoperafced. : > ■ :?,r;.- ;■'.; ;...,.■.. 
But 
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. But though^ iratncacoM/ages hayfi ekpftij 
fince the Pmphets tcnninated their . labfture^; 
yet their writingj; engag&^he curiofity, &nd 
are conne£);ed widithsdoareft^inttxcfts eind 
moil exalted hopes. of^tho preipot inhdbj-. 
tants ofthe earth. jTimc^^thc ^eat foe of 
impofture, has confirmed mtoyofltKeir more 
remote predidions, and tim3ihas aagaicnt- 
ed the general forc& of the; evidence, whicih 
they afftwd. - The generation flow- liviDgi 
though in circumibaiices ki, ibme refpedls 
different^ is no lefs ititcreftod in thorn-, than 
■was the favoured people, tb whom thfty 
■ivere originally font. The- general ;charBC- • 
teriltics, and the diitinguiAiii^ peculiari-^ 
ties^ of Ibme of the moil rcmarkablb na* 
tlons, at-prifent exifting in the world, were 
defcribed by the ancient Prophets with al- 
moft the fame acciwacy, widi which they 
may now be traced by the eye of the be- 
holder.' ' ■ ■ ■.'.'-;■' . ■: 

The' Chriftian; Sndecdy prei^es with 
the'moft vigilattt «ttmitiiod''tho^:prcaou9 
and'holy remtdtis^ tipbaithpifiredit of which, 
in addition to other ihcdntefljblef evidences, 
hchas fcnliflcd vtndev thfe^Bamncris of a fpt- 
ritual Redeemer^ and ^cheriihed the fure 
tr 4 and 
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an4.c«ttgi9.ihape tif;^,)re&n;«<fti<?n-tctistcr- 

. : .HeiKfi th<: wawcatwMi, with which thcfc 
vOr^les have . be9iv. necrived among manr 
kia4) ha^ be^Q.woRthy of thdx. importance 
and their truth. , When the dilpenfation 
waa tcrminateid, during the progrc^ of - 
which they )asA been gradually dclivercd, 
they were, carried forth, fiwn: the contrafltid 
limits. pf;Judfia.«nd propofcd to the waiW 
at l^rgo ip apf age, p|n:uliary dtfiixiguiflisd 
by ^liberality eficntimenti juftne6 of .criti- 
cifm, and/philtj&pbical. ftverityiofiinvfefli- 
gation. Yet among the numerous nations 
of the earth, united for. the iirfl: time -by 

. one.cQ9ne6Ui^-,gQveilnnicnt, in the cona- 
mon excreife (^. resibn and of taftc, >di^ 
forced .their way^ to,, genwal notice, and 
were at length reccdvcd with univ^al af-- 
fent by the w^olfl civlIiKcdpart of oaankind; 

■At a l^ter .aira, .tjpoa the ccvival :ol; loana^' 
ing, aftet \yiqg lfor:.ceDtyjie>, togethet-witij 
genuine Chriftiaiiity. in tht gtavc of igno- 
rance u^nd.darlqief^, tbigrr came forth lin 
theifi. original pHrit^'k.ftiidi.fiixitod the imr 
■ mediate s^tttefltrQn o£ the. theolflgioail- iclmi- 
-■, :■ lar. 
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have been marked T>y peculiar acciiracy'- 
and freedom of refearch, they have been 
fubtoitted w die «xaftiihatioh of^flmcf^us 
enquirers, uncottnet^d with the facred liii-' 
niftry> and uninterefted^nriicfecuta* emo- 
luments of religjon ; wftofe names no fcKo- 
lar can jMonounce withtrat ^hufiafm, and'' 
no Cfarifljan' -can ifiar'-withiowt vettSration/ 
They have -not "Only efidttrcd^ the fevere' 
fcmtiny of tlrtft;einirt«n: atid'iittpattial' 
critics; but even acquired- addition^ im-- 
portance and authority frofti' their unquap' 
lified approbatit»i[ and unOiaken belief, .' 

So jiift> indeed,' and fotciblfe ■ are the 
claims of the factcd Prdphedes" to uhiver- 
fal belief, that even the Jtfwilh jpeople; to 
whom thejj" wcre'origiftalty addreflcd, ftiU" 
continue to contemplate: them ^itli un- 
diminiftial TCneration. Thou^ they have 
cxifted through many centuries, fuffering 
the moft tremendous infliftions of Aimighty 
vengeaijcc in confc€fuence of thcif ftul^orri" 
rejeftion of tht Ohriftian ReHgioni the di-. 
vine nature of whKh'hasbcen Miaihtained iii 
oppoiition to their incredulity partly up<M.' 
the au^rity of thefe v?ry Frt)ph6cieS ; yet' 
they 
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tHeyHrriSly^^feHevere in rdgarding them as 
the ptoiJo^iohs' of the omntfeient God, and 
fcrpcft thtir'^fiaS accomplifiirocnt in future 
according toi thdr own erroneous intcrprc- 
tatfom. 

' -The advantages, Vvhich tefiilt frora an 
intimate knowledge tif th'e circumftances 
conneflcd with the Opening and final clole 
of the great fcheme of Prophecy, will be 
confiderably heightened by the ferther pro- 
fccution of ■ ou'c enquiries. The means, 
■which the Prophets employed, and the end, 
which they uniformly purfued, when clear- 
ly and fully underftood, become peculiarly 
iriftrumental in appreciating their Teracity. 

The more exalttid h thC office aflumed, 
the tnorc ftriking arc the charafteriiWcs ex- 
peifted. Thoft, who prefent themftlvCs to 
the - notice of thankind, as miniftcrs em- 
ployed for the fblcmn purpofe of marritaih- 
ing an imhiediate and' 'extraordinary intei"- 
courfe between the Creator and the ctea- 
ture, undoubtedly affume the loftieft cha- 
racter, which can claim the attention, or 
demand the reverence of an human being. 
If, therefore, the means adopted, by thoft 
who 
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who- protejid- to fuch a charmaer,,he artfii|,„ 
bafe, and rayfterious, ajid the ?nd.pi;pp<?fc4- 
be local, temporarr, and mw^^ly hwffiao, it 
is not ynreaioaable. th^t doubt? fliould,,b^ 
entertained of the reality of their Diyinp 
minion. ' While on -the other hand, our 
convi^ion of their aftual. inrpiration will 
be coniirmed, if it ^ jhall apj^ear, that . the 
oppofite qualities unqueflionahly predomi- 
nate ; and that the charaderiilics difplayet}. 
arc altogether worthy of the exalted Being, 
whoie Revelation is piefumed to be un? 
folded. 

, Thefe obrervations, nwy he applied witlj 
fingular effeft, in the progrefs of our far- 
ther enquiries into facred Prophecy. While 
the Ifcbrcw Prophets exhibit the digni- 
fied chaca^eriil;LC5 . of a real ECevel^tion; 
the Heathen Oracles abundantly prove, that 
thJofe charaAeriftics will not be found a- 
mong the falfa pretenders to infpi.ration in 
the depraved iyftems of fuperftition and 
impoflure. 

When we contemplate, thf means in- 
vented by the priefts of ancient Polytheifm 
for the- pretended purpqfe of obtaining s^ 
know- 
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knowledge oi-HicvtiH df the god^, our^fcon- 
iffamentifr firdngly excitied by the diVcrfity 
of unworthy BMtles 'adopted.' They ^vere 
genei^ly 'uni^eftAixig> atiA idPAetimts evm 
baft in-the extrti^e. Tivef laWet the <fig- 
nityof our-aatiif6jJind might be ex- 
peAed mAer-ifl M^ Indian tftte> a Tarta- 
mn hordcv or a^a^ge cjati of Africa, than 
in the boibm of rdkatsd and civili2cd ib- 
cicty. And they ifl^ifeftly- '^rowy that 
mankind^ cv6n: ttdwff adbrntd with- the 
highe&:intoScdUai :hiiprov«n)«nt,' become 
ddmied and' . dqgraded in their nature, if 
liipeiiHtionba permitted to obtain its dire- 
ful aifcendraicy wrer -the mind. ' 

The Oractefrof Greece wid Rome uttered 
tiieir prcdtduon6;:not:i«i fufldtin and'tin«t* 

pedod efliriions, tvhtaiir^piratiotiirrefiftlbly 
a][^roached» and^uttemnce was impelled' by 
the 'diTmC' and ovefpowering fpirit : biKt 
only at regular 'boors in' the accuftomed' 
feafons of dlvinationt At the delivery of 
the pretended . revelation^ in fel^c higher 
kinds of divination, the moi^ palpable d&^' 

' See pofter'a Aoliquitie8,_,v^i,.,iii,wHiph"?n5y .(>«;, (?"W4 
. 311 accurattr enumeration of tbe principal kinds of divina- 
tipji'-ufed among the Urecks, ■ 

ceptions 

L,.:,-z,;i.,C00^[c 
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cep£ions ^ were generally praftifed, to giv& 
Iblemmty td-the fi^tioiifi ritesf aiid'^ludc 
the ignorant wjterie^. Tbc moft n*6«h* 
tainot^ ^sunlriea ^erc uCoaHj' ft^o^cd hy 
the priefis £» &e intogLBar}' roli^acft- Xff 
the infpirii^- Deity *. They ercd«d thwr 
temples and coniecraifd' thejr . altars in 
woods and -gioYeei ^iliidft the^^a^w&il ^l6oia 
of folitude- iTheJ' font -forth th*ir toiees ■ 
from thiUcav® of theineuntamfr;;fhaded by: 
branches, and^ clouded with intenfe. The 
Sibylline boi^s, tja£ principal fource of pro' 
phetia informAtion'^maQng^ th^ -Romans, were 
confulted oaly bythe ntofit'-illnftridusina^ 
giiVates of the republic, laifd in iea^ins of 
danger and turhuleace aiono^ in which it 
was neccllary to overawe the-minds of the 
people, by .the.'^efcended'.adt»omtions of 
Heaven, andi.&n' awtJiorityj^ fiwbi which 
there could be -no . appieal. The'Greciaa 
Grades ifnitaCed the.povr«r:o£miraides, by 
j^eans of a machin^, the; deto£li<Hi «f 
which exceeded the abJiity«f /an- illiterate 



"* EuikbioaPrspar. Eian^."l!iv. c!a.'' TfieodoWt. Hift; 
Ecdief.-i.'a.-c.-dB.'-f'"'!.-' ..i3 .ri'tL'i. • ■■ . '■ 

" See Virgil. Motid I. yi. v. 44. See the account of 
Jthe Oracle at DapHT'ii* StraKo i; Jic; Ifaiah xlv. it). ' 

and 
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and cred&lous fnulfitude. They a^tated 
and dcforiried' their cbuntenancea by ecftft- 
fies and trances artificially produced; and- 
profaneily reprefehtcd Ae hideous- appear-- 
ances, "^ittch were, the coflfcquences -ttf 
iUch violent ^ctfts, as ^he bverfkywering 
^ emotions of the Eterty, by whom they pro* 
fefled to be infjlifrid. The attendant myf- 
terics awed the treiiibKng -wcrtihipper into 
a rdigiotts liicttce, amd fofemn apprchen- 
fibn, whic:h> while tfetiy iieightencd the 
finftity bf : the [jrophettd ceremony, ' le- 
preiSed fufpiCion, and intimidated the mt^ 
daring curiofity.' But though; at tiie mo- 
ment of infpiratioh, the body -was appa- 
rently convulfed, andthc moil ftanticgef- 
turcs weic dilffeyed,-}^ the iarigus^ ut- 
tered by ndiiieans" exhibited a correipon- 
dent endfgy; SPar from being dignified by 
the fublime ideas, which are conneAed 
■with the contemplation of facred fulgefts { 
or marited by- that majeftic fimplicity, 
which accompanies the -difplay of the di- 
Tine will ; or elevated by that hbly and en- 
thufiaftic fervour/ 3*bfch may be'expefted 
to be kindled by the immediate intercourse 
of the creature wi4^, the/Gieator.; it was 
peculiarly uutrnpaflionedand mean, as well 
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as ipcorireaS ^. ,The,-pi;)qt!jiEi4 tliQ pritic; the, 
mercenary mi(uftefs.,pf fvpcrftiti^p, wpre, 
frequently concealed within, thiE^jinyftcrious 
rccefles of the- temple an4 the .caye,*:, for 
the purpofe of afllfting ,tl)£ ifnpe/fedions 
<^ the pneftefs. .The exprejlioi;^ .Tvcre not 
only ob£:ure,but ofteij ^^^^vocaUand egfily 
capable of two Jnt^ret^^pSn. 4>re*^y-(}p- 
poUte the oAe to the other. ,By:thefc am- 
biguities the jt^edulaus yot;a;:y was mi^edf. 
and the moil difai^us ^onfequences pro'^ 
duced. Hence thie fw^^thy -Lydian mo-* 
narch boldly crolT^di the f^^fim;; ^ijdthc^ 
lofs of the kingdom vfsp the c^^ of hjls. 
ungrounded confidence. 

From thefe ar^ ^ bs^ an4<^al|4l>)}e im-j , 
po(tureIet us diie^our tU;ten^on to Scenes, 
altogether worthy of a> nijoft fefioKS coqiir 
deration. . .:■ ' . ,, , . 

The firft Revelations of Jehovah tp,ipan- 
kind, as recorded in. the facred Writings, 
art t^e raofl awful.pnd fublioie, which it is 
in the ppwer pf the im^^natlon to conceive* 

. f Ptutarcti. llb,dsP}SUxQAc' . ;. . « Id. 

'' Ciocra <je Divif^attone.l. Vu ft£L S&. ^ ■ 

and 
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and can only be cpnt^inpkted with ^ 
kmnity and ferious ; dcvplion* Thc-.Dci^ 
himfelf is reprefcntcd as deigning perfon- 
aUy to appear, ; and open the i^odletrul 
fchcrae of Prqphecy hy the moil bene- 
volent promiie, which could be nude -to 
iallen man. At a It^er period iht hi^ 
and mighty One foitietinK^^fpake fromout 
of'Heavefr; -Jbmctimes.Mv^s.he d&icover«4in 
the midft of the burning bufh ; ibmebnws. 
did he reveal his dWuie : ^onea, v^sff^j^ 
effulgonti, aaaidft the folcnm fblttude of nar 
taxe i and ibmetimes did he ,appeac with 
clouded EO^eib^ in his temple. 

During :tl|ye infancy of the worid, tfatt 
holy roeflcngers of tiie Almighty frequently 
-rifitedihevenwable: Patriarchs! and while, 
in the discharge of their bi^ n^lBon, th«y 
diiblo&d the fcenes of futurity, th^ unveiied 
to mortal eyes the glory of cele^l^ittt^ 
ligencea. , r't 

When an^Is had ccafed to de&oid 
among a oHTupted race of men, thefhur* 
man Proi^et was infpired by the Holy 
Spirit, a Poribn of the ever bl^ed Tnsity» 
the lord and pvet rf Hfc, fiom whom wm 
derived 
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^riTttd the A&wiMn^ poWcr of lUlpetid^ 
iftgthek'vrs of tbe^untvQrlb.' ■-: 

■j The IVophccy dcUvefftd i*a»['f*e(}uentl;j 
nccompanicd by fome itHttieilistft aA- of 
Omhipdtence. The predi^ion was iittaFcdi 
Rfld the mif&ci« penibrftieti in thb pnhhc 
ftreets'in opon'dtff, aid before* a' Kamerdui; 
•ffembly <rfr 'mttttjfle&. -No Jnyfttry,'n*f 
m^dianicil Sffcrft- itas ittertipted. Th* 
prophecy wais diftmftly deliveterf,' and the 
m'ttacle ftmply t^ihs&, ^itboM^cffarti-and 
with'otie^entatidni.' Thoughi^'dWifom^ 
ity with one <^:thfe'grtat ertdfe pKffpbfed'by 
the Almighty in his wondisrful fcheme of 
Revelation, the ezprdfll^tis adopted- 'iv^ie 
ioviisiipaea defignftdiy^'&fc<UFd~ti&'tI^ com- 
frtetioh of the predUftydevetits; and though 
tlwy were occafibflaity 'Capable i&f receiving, 
add were aSuatly intended to-6«^^ a doUr 
blfc meaniilg, yet they were^iot ambigadW; 
they could not even in a fingle iftfljanfce 
be juftly accommodated to contrary inter- 
pfistatiims : ' v^le "in the- g^o^r' nuYrtbeV of 
inftknces tlie- predi^ons vyete • ikigiilarly 
e^ews wete inteSigtfcle- before the- ftafon &( 
actxMnpIilhiiiieilt,' >-andi^ ' the - event having 
come to paf^w%;xfritlat<»ilattiid^to 4lrike ^e 
X mind 
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mind with peculiar force,, by the , jwrfeiS 
coincidence of the Prpphecjf with tjie pc- 



The exadt words, in which the facred 
Oracles . were couphetj, w^re received by 
the jnoft exalted charadlcrs.ih the commu-r 
nity from the inf^rjdd perfpns by w.hom 
they were delivered, and were preferved 
with the moft reli^ous fidelity. They 
were admitted, in the earlier ages of the 
Jewifli theocracy,, into the ark ', and, affcr 
the reign of Solomon, iflto the temple ,pf 
Jemfalenj. B^^P^c the final c^bfe of iijfpi-r 
ration .und«?r the Mpfaic geconomy, they 
■were daily, recited in the tctpple at Jeru- 
faletn as a part of the fervice of God. An^, 
in order. that they might fee preferved from 
the poffibilityof corrujitiorj, the fentences* 
the wordsj.and ev«i the letters were nyuir 
beied. 

With wfpc^.to the peculiar excellence 
of the prophetic yvritings, it 43. ixit fufli- 
pient to obierve, that the Prophets di^i- 
fied divine poetry witlr lofty imagery, which 
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if Ibhifetlraes difplayed in the rdmantic bold- 
nefs of an eafterh mirid.' I^ has alfb been 
maintained, that even the moft celebrate^ 
poets of antiquity were rivalled, and in Ibmo 
mftances excelled, by the infpired wrrters. 
Virgil; the fuccefsfiir, imitator of the greSt 
Grecian Bard, the grace and'pride of the 
mpft profperoiis age of Roman grandeur, has 
been reprefented as cold and weak, ?ven 
upon a fimilar fuBjedtS in comparifon with 
the expreffive and 'daring imagery of liaiah : 
arid no fimilar produi^tion, it has been ■ 
urged, in all clalfical antiquity, can vie ' 
with' the fublimd and.animated ode, where- 
in the fame PropheC predifled the fall of 
Babylon. It has ailfo been frequently and 
ftrenuoufty affcrted "", that the productions 
of Horace and Anacreon, of Pindar, Calll- 
machus, and the Greek tragedians, have 
been excelled by Jjavid.and the inlpired 

* See Vtrg. Eel. 4. 1 . 

' See Bilho^ Lowth on Ilaiah xi!i. and Michaelis. 

" Lowth, pTKleft. 39, compares the HjtniM of the He- 
biWB, in celebrating thrpraijW of tlw Deify, wtohftofc of 
Honoer aa4 .Calliiiiacl>int ,1^;rwnf .WTjitei, if}^ kcterto 
^Varburton, compares the Prophecies of Salaam with thf 
Pdes of Hoiu V. 
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compofer^ of ^c Hebrew 0(ies and Hymns 
ID juAn,ers of i^tirncDt, boldnefs ortcaftfi- 
tion, fervour of poetic enthufiafm, happi- 
nefs of dramatic effe^, and the va:riety of 
cxquifite fenfations, which affed the heart; 
and overpower the mind: — :that in the 
ftrain of tender and pathetic lamentation, 
the elegiac productions of Ovid and of Ti- 
buUys, will be found inferior to thofe of Je:: 
remiah ;— :that even the fimple wili^efs, 
the vehemence, .and the tremendous dig- 
nity of vEfchylus ", has no^ produced p^-: 
fages fiiperior to feme of the grand ima- 
gery of Ezekiel ; — and that the espfeflions 
of tlje Roman fatirift, who, a/nidft ti^e enor- 
mous corruptiops of the capital, arraigned 
the vices of his coLintrjraen in a ftraln of 
the moft farcaftic feverlty, though they 
vi ere excited by an honefl indignationj' and 
invigorated by an, uncpmmon genius, arc 
lefs ftriking'and energetic than the invec- 
tives of the Prophets of God againft the 
difobedience and idolatry of their ungate- " 
ful countrymen. ^ ^v 

■* Sec I>owth. Grotiiu con^na-fi»fciel with Homer. 
See the BlAtep of Lincdn's Gfariflun TbecAogy, r. i. p- it?- 
See alfo-NewcomcB Preface to his-Eoekkl. - 

IiwJe- 
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Independently of the comparifbn whicK 
has thus been eftabliflied between indivi- 
dual compoutions in claffical and Hebrev^ 
antiquity, the general fuperiority of the in- 
spired Prophets, over the mofi: celebrated 
poets of Greece and Rome, has' beei^ 
repeatedly and ftrehuoufly maintained ". 
Whether the opinion be altogether juft, it 
fliall not bt my bufinefs to enquire. Even 
if the fuperiority be not allowed to the in- ■ 

, ipired writers, it is fuificient for rfiy Ar- 
gument, that the comparifbn has been in- 
-ftitqted by men of the mofl extenfive eru- 

' <fitibn, and of exalted genius ; arid thati In 
their eftimation, the wrilmgs of the Jew-^ 
ifh Prophets have been thought worthy 
even of being brought into cbmpetitioii 
with thofe produitions of fafte and genius, 
which haTc been regarded through all ages 
as the mofl fuccefiful efforts of the human 
mind. Let the refponfcs of Heathen di- 
vination be examined : let fhem be com- 
pared with the Greek and Roman poets, 

■■'' Addifon. Spelftiter, N'i 45s. Sif W. Jones'«.?rorIc^, 
i. i. See Sir I. Shdn'a OikaaHe sb Prefiilent. ofthe-ArMtlc 
Society in CalcuUx^-Mdy ood. 1^94.' Soa^aUptlie opiiuon 
■of % 'celebraEed French writer qaoted by Ncweome in his 
Preface to EaekieL 

X 3 The 
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The. idea cannqt tie. endurcdT. eveij for a 
tnoment j . the infericvity; ,i» [too pa^»bje : 
the boldefi .Sceptic, howerver h<e may haye 
laboured in general and 'iadi&riminate sd 
. fertions to coo^pare the Pa^n Oracies with 
&cj:ed Prophec^i ha^ not v«ntur«d to infi- 
noate an equaUCf M this iniport^t [»>int. 

Sudi were ti^ dignifipdi ipf^n^ on^loyed 
by the Alnaghty in- the. cpurfq of his divine 
Reveladon. through ^thQ agency of his. holy 
Prophets. -^ ■...'.■ ■■.-■ 

■ l^htt, w^dorful. and, raonacntous , end, 
>vhtch was pric^ofcd by Chriilian Prophecyj 
is aaother corraUomting teftimony in l^vour 
of it3' divine ofigjn. Th* degree of credit 
due to any Ibng^ ieries of predidions, may 
in fome rneafure he afcertained by the im- 
portance of the objeifti which, they are in* 
tesjdied to attain. The Deity, it may he 
prefutned, will not, mani£bft himfelf to his; 
-creatures by iuch fupejrnatural me»n9^.i;]tn 
cept for puxpofes of tranfcendentand uni-. 
verfal importance. A divine manifeftation,. 
which is gracioufly ^i«m- to favour th& 
caufe of. virtue, or. to pramotft the welfare 
of tpavikiad, muft, 5ven in the ipeculations 

of 
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of the philofophet', alone appear worthy of 
that; exalted ■ Being," fey whom ■• the world 
was made, and the race of nfiata created. 
The farther a religion i-ecedes in its ulti- 
mate object from this feheme of compre- 
henfive benevblente, the. -ftronger' doi^fs 
may be reafonably entertaidcd of its eadel*' 
lenceandof its truth. Upon this momentous 
pointj Chriftjariity lays claim to a dcciftve 
foperiority. The iuperftitions of the world 
athibit indubitable fighs of a rtiortal origin. 
The religion of Chrifl: is ^ampei' with the ■ 
feal of divinity. The former originated in 
fitSion, and were degraded to the ule^ of 
impofture. Some "htiman puipoie, lomd' 
perfonal purfuit, fomc natiortal aim, formed 
the principal fubje<Sl of the pretended in- 
spiration. The Pfopbecy was confined to 
a iingle peoplcj or a farcrurite hero, to an 
infurreflion, or a battle, to a iyftem of na- 
tional aggrandizement, thc^ pride and folly 
of the day, and to fchemes of pleafure and 
profpcrity, which were bounded by the 
grave. It Was given to flatter caprice <Jr"va- 
luty, to indulge' the laWlefs/alHes .of ambi- 
tion, and fomeliraes even to fanilion the un- 
worthy .efforts' of'hypocrify and injuftice. 
■ X 4 " ' - Such 
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■; Such fte .tbo foatuKs; wfaich may na^. 
ftjrajly be expefted to.ifitnguifti.aU- pre-. 
tended;. prophecies: and iueb was the ge--. 
ne?al- eharafter.of th» Gretk iind Roman 
^t of divioatiect.- Among the: higheim^. 
d^ra x)f fooietyi lAibo i^ijtbcB" opulence were 

. end&Igd to reward: the Venal ci&&uis tq£ tbo 
juieftc&> the Qfaqks werj? «fi»tfid to, And 
tfce prophetic aafweracwccg-i^vcn in the: 

t moft yniraportflnt ocewrSnces of, privsate. 
lift p, altogcthej, uawDi^hy ot.an.iatetpofi* 
tioft.of'itiie: tjffit^.^.In.'healingraiitUfede,.- 
in leading forth a colony, in laying lbe» 
foundations of a city, and in promulgating 
a.Hew lyftem. of J^Os^jUxithe ■.auipjciqus 
declarations pf tbecni«6eh»y pitoph^, were* 
carofiilly piecunei When an ambitious 
demagogue yffis pseparmg tho chains of* 
fervitude for hi» free b<Jrn fdlow cifuzeiis,r 
vlien a vidl^jripus . enemy was hoMering^ 
round a metropolis, when the populace 
was either inflamed to madnefs, or de- 
prefl/bd into deipondonec; thiea wa» ^ 
prophetic influence applied-, and the boofc of 
fate opened. The favourable '^port of the 

' EufcWti* Prs«tMP. finti^. I.ii. 0. 39^ j 

;-- . augurs 
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augurs wa» contend by the Rbm^is sa. a 
fecurijy equally riece^ry to the fuccefs of 
an. expedition ai ibe valour of the le^ons^ 
or the ability .of the comtnander : and the 
armies of the {opubUc marched ^th to 
unirerfal empire^ viimated by the flatter-- 
ing predi<^oiU of the priefta. Eve?' ^e 
orafty politics of Kiilip S and the onthq-* 
fiaftic ipiritt^ Alexander, called in the wdoT 
infptration, aod ftnoothed thew way to vic- 
tory and ■ empiK, by the aufpicioiis com- 
munications of the gods of their coun* 
try: 

If Jewish Pr(^hecy had been intended 
folcty to promote the temporal profperity 
<rf the Ifraelites, to infpirc them with con- 
£idenee againft the armies of tiw Philif- 
tines, or to eflabliih the throne of Jerusa- 
lem in the family of David, it might have 



« The ^iTifii. of the Pytliian prieftefa, of wft'ich Th~ 
moftheoea complained, is-well knova. PeriaU^ a lytfaiaii- 
priefle&, was depnveij of bef office on sccoiwt oi btx being; 
corrapwi by one, of the Cleomenea'a, Jting of Sparta. 

' For proofs' of the frequency of divination among the 
ancients upon iuch occalions as thofe enumanted in ttus 
paragraph, lee CtcffOide Divinatwa^f fe^ .!>. a. 

been 
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been thought t4> finfc to the cohrtnoh lercl 
of fuperftirious' predl«Stions^ aiid w6uld per- 
haps have been ranked with -the numerous 
ornens and pwtents, -which aire recorded 
by Heathen hHtemns. It is true that: 
thefe national ends w«rc frequently at-- 
tained by a fubordinate and fecondary ufe. 
The Jewiih government being tinder thC' 
ilnmediate direiSion of Jehovah; he aw- 
fully manifefted his paternal lovfe-and pro- 
teilion .in its divine difpenfation .through ' 
the medium of Prophecy. 

But though temporal fuccefs was fomc- 
t^es the fubjeft of the facred predidions^ 
yet it mufl not be confidcred as their fole/ 
or even principal objeft. The holy men 
(rf" God, who fpake as the ipirit gave them 
utterance, went not forth for the purpofc 
of fwelling the pride of the IfracUtes, of 
nerving their arm for. vi<3:ory. No :. they 
were employed to convince a people of 
their vrickedneis,- and call them to repent- ' 
iflice ; to deliver the pure precepts of found 
morality ; and to prelervc from abfoliite 
extindion, amidft a corrupt and impious 
world, the knowledge- of the -itrue God- 
They 
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They ftrenuoufly tndeaydured to withhold; 
one nation, at ieaft, from burning 'incenio 
upon the altars of Baal, and from facri* 
ficing infant innocence to the gloomy 
power of Moloch ; to alaftn them into 
piety by a -vifibl^ difplay of ijiiraclesi 
and to overpower them ^ith an irre* 
.fiiiible conviiSion of the fttperinten^eaea 
of the one fijpreipe Being, by Prophecies 
publiidy deliver^, and. often fpeedily itil- 
filled. 

This was doubtlels an aim peculiarly 
dignified, -and fufiiGient, to exalt the He- 
brew Prophets beyond all comparifon above ■ 
the priefts of Heathen fuperflitioDs. But 
they direded their labours toaitiil more 
exalted, end. ^ Under the influence of that 
benevolent Being, who rejoices in the hap- 
■pinefs of all his -creatures, they carried 00 
the divine icheme of umvcrftl i-edemption. 
When man had debafed his nature by fmt 
- and was become fubje^ to death, infpired 
by the AlmJ^ty, they opened the great' 
feheme of Revelation, which propofcs, as 
its ultimate objeift:, th? everlaHing falvation 
of the whole human. r^ce. Independent 

of 
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- .; ■;:j . . -■■ " . 
p£-,iirg^on|s and of empires, they camp 
forth, as .heralds to prepare the way for the 
Son ofv0\p Moft High. In this lofty cha-r 
xader, they proclaimed the future aj^ear- 
ance of that exalted Peribnage, who^ neg- 
IcAing human pralic, and averfe from tem- 
poral dominion, fhould, by voluntary fuffer- 
ings and an ignominious death, reunite the 
human race to God, and reilore them to 
the hope of a joyful immortality ; fliould 
promulgate a pure and moft benevolent 
iyftem of moral and religious duty ; de- 
nounce eternal puniftiment againft hard- 
ened finners, and enfure to the righteous 
a life of everlaiting happinefs. At his com- 
ing, it was decreed by divine Wiidom, 
that the bloody altars of Moloch fliould be 
overthrown, and the ftar of Remphan be 
clouded in p«petual darknefs. Before the 
brightnefs of his prefcnce, all the objefls of 
Heathen idolatry, all the imaginary. deities 
of Greece and Rome, were gradually to 
difappear. Till at length his Religion, 
pure and fpiritual, founded on perfect mo- 
rality and rational piety, promoting peace 
oh earth, and conducing man to Heaven, 
flwuld triumph over worldly luperffi- 
tions. 
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tions, and unite all the inhabitants of 
the globe in one bond of facred' bro- 
therhood and love, obedient to their ttoni- 
mon Redeemer, and proteftcd by the lihl- 
vcrfal God. 
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i:,GoogIc 



i '- t; 



i.vCooglc 



SERMON IX, 



DANIEL X. 14. 

XrOW I AM COHE TO MAKE THEE XJKDER-- 

' STAND What shall befal thy peo- 
ple IN THE LATTER DAYS. 

XN' referring to the prefent times, I have 
already alluded to one important circum- 
itance, which forcibly obtrudes itfelf upon 
the obferVation . of the fcrious enquirer. 
Many of the men: remarkable predii^ions 
in the iacred Writings are at this hour re- 
ceiving their accompUihment. Wc are 
enabled to bear witnels to their comple- 
tion from a knowledge of fafls acquired bj 
perfonal experience. 

As this circumftance feems peculiarly 

calculated to augment the forye of the ge- 

;ieral 
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neral teftimony^ I ihall make it the pmi^ 
cipal fubjcd of the prefent concIu4ing 
Pifcouric. 

The evidence ftoro miracrcs^ in iuppor^ 
q£ our holy R^^oHj produced a more 
powerful and immediate convi^ion in the 
JBiind, during the iirfl: prop^tion of Chrif- 
tianity, than it is capable of cffefting in 
thefc later ages of the world. . They were 
then prefentedto the fenfes; but the truth 
qS them WMik now.depend upon the fbcoe 
ai h^in^ani te£i'imQay. The yiiible f^erfqcfn- 
ance of a miracle i^, a- vpp^ |l|Ow^^l iar 
ftrument pf converfion, than the rooft au;^ 
thttitie nafrati-ves o£ foch fupem^titfal et. 
h&a. The metaphyfical fubtletics, ytiiifM 
a*e now -T|^y ufed ioc the pufpoA; -of 
pfOTiag^h& all^lute incompetamce ofaU 
human tellimoay ^ the' Gon^rnlatioD^ t^ 
a mkaele'r ^ould- l^a^te been tktf^otyi-tad 
abfurd, if they hod been addre^ed to thoitt 
before whom the' wonderful work hod ben 
vcently.di^ayodi In th? ^e of AtpetnaJ 
tural interpoiitions, thei%^e, the St«p^ 
indulged his doubts upon the peculiar native 
of Chat PowCT^, whiclt was aWe to fu^Huid 
the f^ular 9rd^F of phyli^ cauTes^ atut^ 
feds. 
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fe&i, Thrpu^ ' iubjfequent'' ages it h*9 
Ijeen his chief endeavour to deaf tkc retd- 
ity of fuch a fuTpeniion : what he doei 
not behold, he is unwilling to believe. 
That, whidi is repeated to have occurred 
only in a remote: antiquity; and toiong tf 
particukt people, he preiuinptuouily vem 
tares to determine, has not occurred. «* 
all. 

Of a mirack, which has been perfomred,^ 
. no traces in general rem^n at any dil^ant 
period. Like the lightning, it appean for 
the moment, and tiien is withdrawn far 
ever from the view. When tile divided ■ 
■waters of the fea h^d returned to thmr an- 
Ci«it courfe, every vcfligc: of (^ wonder was 
removed. - When the man, Kaftprod to life, 
was again brought down to the gravcj no 
vifible efiei^ of his refurr^dion remained 
«0 afiift the belief of poil^rity. Among the 
kuiuinerable a^ of a fupematural interpo- 
fiCton, with which, in the early ages oi mazv< 
kind, the progress of divine Revelation was 
accompanied, in a few foliteiy invoices; 
on the monntains of Sinai and near Je<r 
rufalem, {orrie durable marks were im- 
prefled upon natonl obje^ which, tfaou^ 
T , jullly 
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juftly entitled * to the aHient of the Tmous 
and unprejudiced enquirer, arc yet infuffi- 
cient, perhaps, to remove the doubts and 
oommaad the belief of the Sceptic : and 
thcFy are idluded to, on. the prefect occa-. 
fi(m, not as teftimoai^ in favour of mira- 
cles, but as proofs of the general defe<^ of 
fuch a fpecies of evidence in their ^ip- 
porL. ,.-...'.' ■ • 

The nature of a prophecy, in the pecu- 
liar droimftaace noiv uiu^r,ccmfider|E^^n, 
is diietftly o^^fite to that of ^ mir^c})^ 
Time, vrhich - diminifhes, the almoft icre- 
fiHible efficacy'of t^e. ot^, ^ves additioi)^ 
ftrength and audiority tp the othpr. ^i^ 
predi^ion,- at the mon^ent.ia which,, ft^.is 
■ddivered, -receives , crpj^. , in. , prpppptiqn:. JP 
the faith of thc.believpr.^ , 9ut tii^.^v^^ 
in which a pyedjiftioo is coippletpd, i? cal- 
culated to- impel, copvi^iofi . .in, 9^ .^>f?^> 
who can afcertain its :r?ality •%;.:pe^j99jl 
obfervatson, and can coKnpace i^ ,i^th!it})C 
previous defciiption of the Sxonpht^ni, . i /-, 

» S« Dr. Shxt/a Ttwcls, p. '^^iVanS PWcock's TtaVrfs, 
p. 14$. ^c aUb Billiap'C!l^p'a;VH)4icMifni>f theiQId 
Tefliment. 
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As wfe retrace the hiftbry of the^Mhc 
government among the Jews, the highcf 
we afcend, the number of predi<ftibns fiil- 
■filled fceCoittes pr<^rti6nally dimmtflieS. 
■prophecy has been juftly ■ denomihSte'd a 
growing eridence. Each fiicceei3ing gentf^ 
ration accompliihes particular pfediiflions'; 
and thus, without diminifhing the force of 
thofe which preceded them, adds numbfefs 
and weight to the general evidence. 

■ To theft obftrvations it mdy'bt ddded, 
that a courfe of ages, fo long as to' conftitute 
"a' Very tonfiderablt portion of all pad time, 
■has intervened between "the delivery and 
"tte fulfilment of thbfc '|^redi<ftibns> which 
rc^eftthe prefeirf'cbndition of mankind. 
Revolutions in' fociety the moftilrarige and 
uneipecSed have fittce tdten place-; ahd 
confequerttfy the cxiftingitate of the fcirig- 
doms, in whidh the refpcftive cbm'pletioris 
ocoir, muft be inftantly allowed to be ttt- 
iMly imconne»Sbd with that, 'which w^ 
exhibited tb the view of the Projrfiets. The 
predi^ions, therefore, which are now re- 
ceiving their accomplifVnent, aro clearly 
' exempt from all iu^icicxi of having hcon 
Y 2 placfed 
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Furthermore, in the ancient world, an 
opiniori \¥as^^n,cral]jj,pr^9jl,9ijt, .^hat fa- 
vcnirpd. i^TJ^ividuals, in.,^11 iia^qna 3n^,vi)der 
,cverjr,(jft^ of re)igi9ft^,iTyfl):lJ)ip, we^e en.- 
duc,4^wf^ a j^wer.of divin^tiop;^,, i^epce, 

■iyitnejred.,tf;B..,gRf(iEJe|iflti. of ,^a, Hebrew 

.Pfltb^t a(:fli;>y^t9,alJj9w.,aD, higher. dtgfW 
of credibility to the J^vy^ft^ ,ieljgi(Ml, than 
to his own nation^ iuperftition, the mi- 
iii^e,is,<ff ,w%lvJt(e,,(jK(ped eqy^)jr,.cnpa- 
b}<;^ of (eyiaji^g.Jibe fcCTefe of fjjt|Uri^. j,in 

,'i^^,J'l'S^W bk^.'h?!'' «?> ofjujoii, js,i|U^ 

preten(iofl^. , i>f .^1 , tl)S,|ijfiqins . of ,y9# 
fijperililjion to , ^bfi iff; .ofL.divin^tJjjp, ;iipyc 
been .uniyerfally »;itb4fawn ; ^^ttiiftja^y 
ftill continjjcp, to ,s^^5^|5fe'^(}„ vifldjc^e 

■ *fl ^^'fix':. ffwf of A ,>J4rwf Massf • iffl^ 

he, :yyhq from Ijis owt) fj^qjj^tjppjjgoj),^!)- 
jei^ ipnof diatejj; , fubnj^tte^ .,to ^j„(wi(cf. 
a, obliged 5<,.a^pif,,,tjj5jji^5(%:p£3^£f? 
preteijSsna, ; fJug Tiflf fffil„ 5(ie,,fqpf ,f tjjlie 

.,.•-. --.^ ...... ,..:...,',.., Wfli- 
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claims of rival, iyftems of reli^dii'^^o i%~ 

milar fpirit of prefcience. 

„■ ,.,/ ;,. ,r!^ ■"' ■.. ..TO'insdlinl 

riW the' hopb; tet^PrSjjWbyi-rrda- tfe' ibr- 
tahalf!;'ci'KliriiHWte"iof*'ift' W&M^' 'in 
jn'any'inftthctS'lile'V-'vSiiMd' tiilrade;'a 
ftrikiri^ '/^ii8. ta'VUt ft'nfts ' in' ihdfe.'.iVentS, 
IJy/WhWW'reait^jIS'Mfii^ikfiiiiy'^fe 
iehdel-ed a'joWeMCiriftmitteii't at!-i)i'6''pti 

•fiiit'aaf fe'eott*efts% i& Wimidttkiiig, 

-,.IF1 ill' .llL>ij*:.fn:'Kiiil Ij,.'iult;,([ il'/o 2!;i oi 

■ <tri iitmt fe -gjw^ai'c 'Afridft' 'jioftijie 'fcr- 

fia ii'xm pe<ftliSirly'''fHraMi! Veffiilbiiy, 
Bft'Jprdfent' «i>lfe W 'ifl^'tBoft 'BiiSth^'iii 
•tttiltt tfte i*!Aid?l«A/'of A^'iMEBt mi 
jA* 'are'veriflea^fthSlHd'ife feftBtlieriaM 
16 His m6tt'kfaeff'ciMaSfaflin'7^'tiPHIW. 
«ifl-his''tye DWlSi'e"maji.'^Af'b^ll-'gl6be'i 
Ut^Hi •cotieeinj>iae'tee %(Slia9'bf -its 'exi 
teiit; aii*t«t SaHety-o^'reaiSa/i'iita' «hiai 
itltis'USeri'W^lttSW lff4iM «S4V W'mffia 
tBi"gteat;"na)ntefWi!tiltiite;"*IffiH(iava 

iiipreJ'f.ria'&iiififtefy'tJf tHe Miuw 

tioi?^: and then lethimdiriift his attention 
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to all thofe n«ti<ms now cxiftipg rnidei; iiidt 
cb-cumil^ceB as to aSbrd vifiUo and ma& 
dedfive pro*^ xif th^r esaft compldUpn. 

If he hcfitates to yield implicit cre&t to 
the descriptions of the^ tra-vpller, and is Jin- 
Svilling to repofe entixc confidence except 
in objet^ fubmitted tp the evidence of 
bis own fcnfcj, let him go forth, and ^vx- 
vey the Several coantries, in nvhidi the, aor 
complifhmoit of -^the rci^odiye PnopliffciM 
is at this moment taking plaoe. LctLhooa 
begin Wk refeatches. in the Eafi:, >rhtch har 
been at onde< tlve^ iavoured feat and the 
principal fxibjeA^ of Brophecy. Ab- hQ vA* 
vAncts on his: way, let him contemplate 
the fate c^ tbt fcvna cities \ which ^rexe 
-once the^kirj-'Of AitaMtncfrt and the. aaraar 
' Jiieiit' of tho eady Church of Chrift, tai 
the days of the Prophet they flouriflied in 
-iiearly the fame i^te of :^Iendoiu';aaqd.<of 



^ For the prediaipns reJi«6«ng-tte-fifvtn'fiSltirdiM'fi« 
Revelations i. ii. i'ot tb« dimatfikacti la th«ir>^n4ftBt 
DODJiticn illufiraiive of the tcutl^ p£ .tfff^iVT^&.ifoif^^ 
Smith's Sept. Afije Ecclef. Notit. Rycaufa prefent flate of 
the Greek Church. Wheler and Spdn s VoTagea. Van Eg- 
rilont -and Heyman's Travds: Be* yfcj GnitiboiA -Hiftcny of 
the Decline and Fall of tb« Rofn^nSinptic, y. i. c^,\S' ^^* 

power. 
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power." But' thcy^ now appear; ift the, ex-n 
adt' condition, to whoiGh they wer^ xefpe^. 
ively 'docamsd. Qf -rthe ftve^ fpfcifiCaUj 
/jamed, of which the entire fall was pre- 
dit^edi the'ihc^chQLyrmnsjwill Ht^fk ^nd 
iUuftrats the tcufeh ©f-itiietPrwplael:^ 'il;fa)»- 
tira, in which tha ^m.Xfjdi^ j-o^ifiedi an4 
l^odicca, th& head it>f > Axteten bjihppnc^ 
axe reduced, to aitate.of ^tltimrdetpUtion. 
A' few miffirable hamlcte, . the.-habita|:ion? 
of fli£^Qrda> wl|nch' bare Ibeep.'er^^led ^ 
aiaidil the nata :Di ieraipha, palaoe^.-and 
theatres, and' id which: no Chiiftian- Church 
^ edaUiihed, axo.now the- f^e remains of 
Pergamofi, the oapitdt of a celebrated emr 
pire, of Ephefiis, one ,of che eyes- of A^ia, 
and of Sardis, thcopulnat feat bf %\iG Ly- 
dian monaarchs. The two rcmainiog- cities, 
t^e preiertationi ofi -v^hii:^ was promifed. 
ftili retain fome portion of their formw 
magiuficence. Smyrna, in patticular, which 
was to have the crown of life, flouriihes 
in a yecy confid<y:able ftate of profpcrity : 
■while ..iii Phikdclphia, which has been kept 
. from the hour of temptation, the holy rites 
of Chriftianity are obferved under the go- 
vernment of Muflulmen, and near the 
rtiofqu^B of Mahomet* ■ 

. ' T 4 ' Upon 
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.ijtfpbn-.illife ffiat^nmcTrithiobf Tyre ■Was 
bUiUirj1le>iwJH:ite4»I(iirlonfyj!a 'ftuponioufl 
in^s;<tf^nfe jKandiiP rha^ «*»n'maA-thc 
jp^taty fiflfcCTm«a>vTffhiJ iaieiquftcoofinna- 
wlrfi ^rf'tthQiwDFdBsei tfaiJiWophrt,. Spread 
fhoJr :nfetefirMPiii»cfra(rfcS; ifehddf.wete once 
cbvtMed .wHdi>dV9vqrsiaMd'piIaitcEi.' ^ ' 

Fibnli«t}i«i'«|}aftl6faanciMtif*ha^in(^a, lot 
himdire^iKis'dndpiifws'to the'great ■rireis 
of Mfeferpota'iliia; ' "fOit tfte ' baudcfci oC^the 
Euphrates, he will be deterred from wan- 
dering- (Wa* Itlte Itbaridabom o£ fifebjlon 
6to*i'«'jl»ft:a«d itvdylailpTiheh'fien'Gifrrtiit 
rK«ubas'diil}nidh>'ft*hk^(inhabiC/theiiiniiiil 
Ntfix the T^atereifefvt^i^irigri^'bc inajf ei' 
pl&*e't)i^ arideftb^fitiartion of ; ^NinbrtiiiE 
iwehis reftatchrfi^li'be ibefffeiihiai. .'Nft 
V(^igea- of tfeRfwa&'inbtrQ^Hs reitaai^: 'its 
\eiy niih^hawpetSftiedii^andithfe timB'is 

daring and expreffive language of the an- 
citCflt Prcrph^t^ " yvh^pfi is t}ie> dyffil^g oi 
the lions, and the feeding place of tl« 

WiShf'nbn^"''?**- ■ ■■'■ '..■-yti-.../,.....i..<j-..:...-;"F-i 

Voln^, v; lir c.'jg, ' ' '' . ■ ■■ ^ ' ■ 

'' Nahum ii. 9. '" ■ ■ -'■ -.^ f!.^.■■, 

.T).7 ■ .. : .In 
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In Tctiimmg I through the Holy LaAd, 
let him -mco^leA'thftiufficonlrnen fruitfuL-t 
ne&,^Trith which^ttr atjc6 was blofled; and 
then coateni|]4ateiit8{|M-efent iatroasdmafry 
barreiuie^i.' ' Wit^iia td>e ^egient ,trb«Be..the 
Prophi:t3 -nttenidr thjUx'-.-pitdl&itmi, let him 
recur to theiz' ^i:itftt~&spvf£&atm'-; land he 
■will be convinced by the evidence of his 
own fonlcs^ (that tnreni:tho: qualities c^ na- 
ture have been £it^«£lQijlntDv alteration, in 
-eonfirmation of the tfUth offProfdaecy^ 

- In ibme part o^ thotHoly Ivand, the do* 
fcendants of Ree^Mt^^'nay ^ pnvfented to 
his obfefvatioh. TiWo i thoufsnd -. four hxat^ , 
dred years. haw^'dlapifed>.fiace>i it- vi&s pttf- 
smfid to their ptominncoSkoT hy J&ttimsbiS 
*hat these Hxcntid-voV be vitviimg « nsan of 
his &miily to. ftandrrbdiaiie - the :, Lord i^ 
ever. Ataidfti^thei-iiAo&iTQniatkable flucf 
tdations '^f humaaifotl^eli)^ a«td ^ oxtwiC'* 

-n.; i,i' 1^, .'.M,- lu-i J.-Hr'i';/ ' ' . . ■ . - 

-idjiii .. ^.n;.'! ■irrii)-j)! ■■'■•: . -i -.;■ , 

' ThebarrennefsUroftTikInjg,thatIn6ddaIiA^fif;qpcnt]y 
aflerted the abrolute impoiribility of maintaining within the 
limits of the HoIy_ Land, the numerous inhabitantSi which 
the Ola Teflamcnt luppoles to have 'been refident. 
B Jeremiah xxxv. i8, 19. 
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tiim or exterrhinatibn - of all the families, 
by whom they have been furrounded, they' 
have miraculonfly fui^-ired **. They conti-- 
nuc, to the -preftnt time, to ptcferre the- 
etaft ftate, in which they were originally 
placed during the life of the Prophet j and 
thus exhibit to the modern traveller avifi- 
ble and tmequrvocal tefKmony of the in- 
ipiration of the' hioly men of dd. 

Whenhe has defcended through the dc- 
■ fert into Egypt, he wilt inftantly oblcnre 
an ezaft completion of the ifrorda ' of E«e- 
tiel : he will fee that devoted country ftill 
continuing in the wretthed conditioti; ta 
■which ihe' has been doomed through niore 
than two thoUfand years. He lyiU behold 
her, not exalting her head above others, c* 
mlinig over the nations, but diminiOtedaivi 
fallen ; and, according to comttion eftima- 
tion, the bafeft of kingdoms, fubmitting, 
as Ihe has long fubmitted, to the yofcc of 
|t foreign oppreffor. 

J* See Brett's Narrative of the proceedings of a gteai 



Council of the Jewa in the plain of Age 


Ja in Hungry, Ifi 


1650. ■ 




' Esekiel xxix, 14; rj: xx«. 15/ ]' 
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From this fruitful, birt iU-fate4 coijn-, 
try, let h;m turn his attention to the de- 
ierts, by which it is partiaJIy furrounded : 
he will there ice the tribes of wandering 
Arabs, preierving at this day the peculiar 
features of national chdra<^rar, with which, 
in the patriarchal ^ge, it. Yfas prcdit^ed to 
the ipQther of Ifhmael, . the founder '' of 
their r^ce, while he was yet concealed in 
the womb, that his poUerity Ihould be diC- 
tii^uiihed. Though, in coqibrsiity with 
the promise qf the angdi, they have been 
nivfctipUodalinpft beyond number: yet. they 
\a.ve o^t. adopts the .^ftppiMy ftwms of 
Society, nor feizod th? f^vo«rable oppor- 
tunities, which they haye ,ci}j<^edi of a4- 
T^mcement in ^ civUi;z4^on .andr^^n^^* 
They are ftij^,.wild:, thoff, h^d is ftiU 
pgainft eyciy p:>ap^ ajj^ r^X^iy nwn's hs^n^ 

Should .he- tiacq the,, T*}ile,, toward*- its 
fource, and thence peneti^ate into the in- 
terior provinces of Africa, he will find the 
inhabitants of that quarter of the globe fuf- 
fering at this day under the heavy curi"^ 

* Genefis xvi. ^,o. la. 
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"deliodHafed i^ihfl' ^ckr' 'indcot prc^oiitw, 
ahi' cAibrtiiig"- JHi'frtaS: 'apjtejfrm*- of 

^jigs-" of"»teftji" tegJAKiWtiliils of '«je 
•flortKtm'iijaiSs a"MiHcai-in -Which a-Tpifit 
W^fcivniJatjbn'His^m Idttit dcgrCT;^^evai!(!(}, 
Ifiil geritriHj'''Jt!ifiaial''n» ft* ffiitb- tjf fei 

'^fl^^iiaasinia sy fflftiiWpittbr^Wiift 

airthS barSarSds "p(4>14''tlf thrtHSflMUte 
^arter'of <Be-^(»i, te* lUe^ mikci'lX 
«ii Meflktrhaigitr ti***ttHS:n!(J VsraW' 
•■biti«i imcK> ai^eff iriepift^l'lSettlilMti 
■6ct:ah,''pra5A«%> lke"e^> alt"»wflll"{a6i 
lSi»bP4AWiri"batMrt' ifeHts'liafefPiSM 

■■-BbV if'!* i««'?fP^iffle"i>»V!«tes 'MS» 
that iHe^ft4vell8»i&y'4itnM"s l!ht'-(iiml{«l>' 
tioh of aiillelit'-piMiitittrti^ .'PfAs' aCaS*' 
pliihmenl'' arfptayS ''ttiar -BVrt"'*h6'"*lili!i! 
globe. It -IvirWofferrt il!i"hi9'vteW'iH 
almdft eT<!irf'«AiA«iy,tBR)Ugh' «fhilA "llSi 
may pafs. Long before the appearance of 
. th«. divine Foui»(Jfif,,,pf,,Qtjt^ftisBitx ,»pon 
earth, it was. the^conftomt- boa^-of.tlK^Ha^ 



' Genefis ij. aj, 36, 27. 
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^oa'ibQuI4 be pppp^uz^catcd tio the, Gt^Of 
U\e^, aadwjth[}ut,»ij[y)tyi9le]i^,,offort^,,ar ^c^ . 

eyentpajly pievaU^ ^oaoi^, sll i^^ hjnuaaxi 
jace, - JThe hiftoii«i . \viil f?^%cti ,lii|p,, that 
Chriftianity Tvaft mtl^,,bfiiwf^pi.J;n,its,«vr 
ipiciou^ pro{viga;tagfY ^y , the . woddly - poiycai 

iniffiooari«8^- ■whi|((,jbi?„.oiyfl., eye?, irhcfCr 
,eyer Jief-n^^ diVCift _ (Jwpp, will -.o?avii)Cf 

a^ipient-^Pn^heci^ in, ItU? cfdUng of. ^ 
Qcntiios, #nd,, t^^ -wid* ,^ffi^pfi,of_ .Q^i^ 
timty. ..H9.wUl,vie)y.^e,.fPi]%ipa o£Jfr 
ius triumphant througho^tit (dl;,thc,sajl^oi^ 
of Enxope ^ the civilized, parts of the im- 
mei^fe conttijippt G^^npfric^ 9|id. tbc^In-' 
dian illauds . of. - the , ^e^. ■ .Ainqng thf 
fajcage trilws, whM^h .octaapjf ti^e -woody 
^pd qioLmtav|9)AS nytf^es x>(,tbie i^;w Ja^m^ 
fpfa<;r<;, hc.wBl ^.^,incrcp|i^Ogthc nyq\- 
W of ,i?s (^v^iCts, and ejcteudkig its^b?- 

''■■'It* prelttitl^pfidrett '^ttiiiairti'SmAng the wlertt of 

not to require »ay qualification of the alTertion, which I 
have made. 

nevolent 
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rtcvoltfht influence. -He may folliw tht 
miffionarids of the Oo%cl 'to the fflaiids of 
-the Tail Soirtherti arid'Fadfiti Ocean, to th* 
ianify -wiWs of''Afiic&, and to -theTariiioi 
nations wMch havfe been' laid 'opcAtb th* 
feri^Wfed^' of- Europeans by'tfttir com^ 
meitial intercOiitllt with thtf Ea^ ' ■; 

''Even thoft kingdoms orice bldffi3''wit!i 
ehriftianity, 'in' which 'its -light:' has been 
dither partially oWbured by corruptions, cr 
totally extinguMhed by apoftafy,' wilP cxRN 
bit to' his view, fn thefe vciy circtimftances, 
B'ftiong- tSftimoriyin favour' of iStit thrtK 
"d^ dt+ine Revelation. Witffin the wallififf 
Gonftaiitihoplt/ hitid over the wefliern priit 
vinc'es of lAlia; th6 prindpral- circunMl'an'cts 
in the comptetidil'of the ProphiidieS, whit* 
reiate tb the MaH6mttan apoftafy, canrici 
perhaps b6 di&crfted vHth eiaift predfioti 
in thefe later titties.- 'They occuttcd at tUc 
riie, and during the early progrefe of (Sat 
wonderful linpofture. But the accurate 
obferver may contemplate the viiible cf- 
fifts, which rcfultcd ftom the coinple- 
tion. He may fee -the "^ftm and the ak''6f 



* ReVelatioiu it. 3. 

the 
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th& eaflem worM ftHl du:kened wUK th* 

Imoke,, ivhioh arofe, vihcn the bottotnleis 
pit was opeaod. Amidft the violent con- 
vulfioDS, which now a^tatc^the kto^doms 
of Europe, he dilceras, it may bp, fhe a^- 
ful accompliihment of the a&cteat Oracle^ 
of God. jHo; bchoWs perhaps, the tremen- 
dous operation of thofe means, which the 
Almi^ity wi hU , wifijpm iftay empJoy in 
liaftcning'the iiuinof that ipiritual ufuipft-* 
^n, pf :Which tiie diftinguifliing features 
>ffcrc dcline3te4> apd .^he cettain fubverfiont 
foretol^: wHile through, ^be ftates, in which 
iti^ declining authority is i^^ll acknowledged* 
pnd its iuperftttiqvs rites ■ contiaue to be 
pradUed, is exhUaited a^ viable, though 
iMiit'ifeprefentation of moft of' thofe endr- 
znons abulea, whic;^ weid once permitted 
-to. threaten even the utter 'annihilation of 
genuine Chrliltamty, and which are--i« . 
ftrongly pourtrayed.'in the ■ energetic dfr^ 
fcriptions of the prophets. 

Whrai he has obferved in the refpeiSIv* 
countries the accomplifhraent of varioiS 
Prophecies, If t him dired his moft'^ feriouis 
attention to an appearance Angularly won- 
derful difplayed in all countries, and realiz- 
ing 
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mg one of tlie cfeartift, ftlk^, and moA 
extraordinary {ffedi^ons, which diniifrWif- 
dom' has condefeendcx] to del&nf, L«K Inn 
examine the Situation of the Je*fs. W« 
have already ieen, that' it is lA ite naNwo 
miraculous ; and diat ilw tiaaafcromi and 
ilriking pectilrarities, by ¥^kich k i& diAta- 
gatfhed, were cleaity' ah«t f«Kib^ &cc- 
told. The confirmation of tbAfe fto^- 
des in the Pcntateudi, itk Jeattmn^ mi 
m the Gofpels, which MSiMe to «ke fiiivit 
condition of diat unhappy peoj^, itrnf--^ 
afcertajned by the a^oal- o tiftii i J tHia nii -'crf 
the moft common beh^fler m WVifMt^-' 
dom of this globe, fo €hrt^«i> ia JMk- 
hometan> and in P^an countries, the de- 
scendants of Abrahaih ujiiveHa% ftbnund : 
«nd they affbid atmoA^ aft"nfib)« Miid4K»- 
five a tefttinoiiy of the tnilii of PsfdM^..* 
the creation and the govemmtant -«tf'^ 
world afford of thtt w4flom aaA pcnW of , 
God. ■ _ ■■ ■.- ■■■:^ 

Let the Sce{)tic ciOMnspIat* wMltfe- 
noofnefs and i m p a rtS ri ity ^ tbafeMHH^' 
able drcumftances in the pw«<jttiC'.aMMii» 
of mankind, with Whieh* tife'MMifiiws 
of the ancient Rtof^ets tfaqy ii mf^ulf"^ 
incide. 
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inciiie. 'Hie xcality of them does not de- 
pffid uptm ofumioa, which may flu^iiate, 
or ttpon hiftorical evideacs, which;' may in- 
tidiouily be rCfireieaCed as vroucous. They 
a» ot^<^ o£ :(ba& : they are fads iuh- 
mittod tp bis pedoijei ob&rvation. They 
are ciHirnkraUe in nuailxr> and highly im- 
portant i& theic nature. They are great 
iieatiires ia. the portrait of the human race. 
It may, psdiafis, be juiUy averted, that no 
period has ocoined lince the infpiration of 
the firft Psof^iet*' in whi^h. a larger portton 
of mookiad, oc a. mont extoifive range of 
teritoty has been emplt^yed by the Al- 
mighty in fulfilling hia xevealed decrees. 

When ^iofe, cxtjjjJj^eiaticHU have been 
baprotied upiMi, hit. mind, and theie fads 
fttbmitted to hi^ uiipc^on, if he ^U he- 
fitates. and is reOraiqcd by a|^rehenfions of 
deccptioo.aad ixnpc^tore from yielding his 
entire aflent, let him enquire, whether de- 
fcriptive poKiidions of the prefejit flatc of 
citiest kingdiwia»> and ejctenflve portions of 
amkiad, either iiaular« <x bcAiiig even 
^ noft diftint rcfemblanoe> ^ evidently 
ap^mnnl, or can by t^moli forced con- 
ftnt&ioiu be.made.-ciraa ^aufibly to ap- 
z pear 
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pe^r in any other- compofi^ion df antiqiiity. 
Tkc Greeks. andRomahs boafted df nu- 
mcxoiB prides, iirfjich ptetChded to-deve- 
lopc the future fortunes of individuals and 
of ftatca : migxiy <!>f .tbeif "TOurit^d Jiredk:- 
tions have defccnded to thefe latdi* tirtts: 
but do they contain a prophetic piiSure 
of 8ny of the extraordinary charaScrittics, 
■which di^ingiufli the prefent gcnerttidn ? 
Have wc notfecn, that not onft of thfeir 
numerous priefts, even attempted ■fo dtl^el 

'the gloom, by which remote cvehts arehe- 
ceflarily concealed from mortal knowlidge^ 
The moft celebrated hiitoriansfeioT'ded'ln-' 
numerable ' prophecies, in which tlte paf- ' 
fions of a fuperftitious people were pdcu-' 
liarly interefted : but do the atehalS'-of He-' 
rodotiis and liivy contain even thie flight- '. 
eft niarks. of any prcfDience rrfpeifting-'tRc' 
prefent condition of thchumart raccf'Bti 

- they in a fingle inftanee afixn'd-. a' prtwf of '* 
the acquaintance of their refpedtivc authors 
with the qpndition-ofany palt df-trt^iKim 
in thefe later ages i^ The-aftelen«'p6*ts'flfB-'''' 

, quently brpke forth in ^bolfl M\\is'^\tA^-''-"' 
nation.; the anclesit fAilofr^htlrt fJ^dt^^^'' 
indulged themftlves in imreftraihea i^^'""^ 
lations vp.an.tIw.pDffifal©ebffllriittel**i"df^'' 
human 
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human fcxiety.. But where is' the philofb- 
pher» and where 13 the p^U in whofe wiW- 
eft fallies, or mo^ licentious fpeculafions, 
eyeii a fingle .clear and ciiKumftantial' de- 
icriptipn can be found applicable to the con- 
dition, of any one part of die' modern world? 

From tji^fe- oljftrv-ations it appears, that 
the , prefci?fice ,of fach rtumerous and im- 
portant chara<S«riilies. of . ihe preiHnt ftate 
of mankind , isMftt once^ iiriking and unpa'-* 
rallelcd. .Xi^- fatSst- by ■which it is illuf- 
tratedaj!i4 CKWifij!t»ed, being placed within 
our pcrfooal obfervatiort, are Submitted to 
the evidenc?:, of oar own fcnfas. They 
are indeed, Qf the nature ot" a miracle; 
and ^qe ^admirably adapted to produce the 
lame imalttrablc convidion of the intir- 
ierence of ^^.fuperaatuKil Power, as would 
imjfl^diately refult from a vifible fufpeh- 
fiop. of thp regular, order, of the univerfc. 

I bayjc ppw proceeded' through the ftve- 
ral p^t^^f tHflJubje^, which it has been 
my objed: inthfefe Ledlores to invcftigate. 
Throu^ the-iWihal^of^tJIie difcuition, I have 
cautiouily {endeavoured to reflrrain myfelf 
frotnindiuI^ng:in.ha;fflrdmis coinjcduFes. It 
' z 2 has 
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appcar:pfeiHlJ5r|3f c^l^l^ira^to^ convince' tKc~ 
ftdbuB .-fcid ;if|jpiy^| enquirers' of "pie lS-' 

ftfe^ .win »Qf^. it,4a .prfiTumearappeal? ^ffl2r 

, •._:.... .. ;_:V'l:l'x.--''ri5i!t;t'iiiBniUJ 



jMrtcipitftte jOrjOqjjidyyous iij "tTiei'r^(f<HiJfiifff, 

...te?,, -J, 

-66 the- tsfpf^yc: oCGurriences illuftfSilv?' 






rib-'iktifg q^^cidf^CtPctw-eenth'^ p'fophSSIcs 



■jauai E^e ]?i^«us in jv^^h|ch^_they werc;'a3m 
'ffie^g^C;-^ pli oaftieft deflf-e orkffiw- ■ 
xingi Vihe;hcr;,;jhi^. cpiricidence' mlglft^wt 

.-events of the moll diftant'timcs.Thaft'^ffiey 

frc- 
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ftcgUCfttly ,4eicribed the minute circum- 

%jiO<:3 at^eiM^og {hBfc ' tViihts; ^iV ibraci ■ 

of the peculiarities pr'edliSed '^iixt^' '-b^aac*-- ' 

applcd in' the age'df" tht^'PitiplwtB^ abd' 

that th& prediiaiohs'VHtis' di^ttimfi?ntia% 

■ detailed were vcty"',nimie^Ui:-^tliat th» 

occmrenccs iqietpld ■v/etii itfttfhv in the^ 

highcii degree ex^aordihary 'or felprobBblok 

and fbmetitnes even dire^ly oppoilte)'^ 

thofCj.wbich^-to a mere human Speculator, 

^ mflft have appealed Ijk&Ij"^ fif tale* pla&^l — 

that ,th?,"^bje^s' ' of "tHfc ^p^ediiaiohS' wtip 

frcquep.tly hofl^le, ari(i''r6'jn6tiittis itlevltabfy 

ruinous to the wor(^]^JiriteTefli'*l'lthe foA*- 

phpts; and, thercfofe;''fliiii'' as "it is iwt 

conceivable tha't ah impoftor VffiSfcld' have 

fdj^ded :^-th^t th^ dlftirijguWnAg'icbamc- 

.teriftics of" the T^ropheti arid'of' Jfeeh*. prc- 

^dijftions^ are peciiliariy adapted 'to the dc- 

.iigny .fgr which Pro|)hecy mriforrfllj^ jato- 

J^ffcd; to havq' ^en gJveJn^/tfnd- ^hiC^the 

pr<j)phqts, if uniriipirc(f,* ^^ear "tti have 

• bceuf^oralty incapahle 'cjf "pferfe+fcA^'Jian- 

^jS^pte<|ly through' fo Ibh^'W '^fff iodji in 

j^^jproCecution^f 'w'iic«ti^H(^^ 

;;9n<^ pf .maintai iiit9 iiicety of 

,..jj;(j:rimi);iajion„ of -thefeVeral 

^p^rt^tfT^thilt *th the'Propfedts* 
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as Tccorded in the Old Teftament, is inex- 
pUcablo upwi any principles of human po- 
licy, and.can cdrfy be realbnably accoiinted 
for upon the prefffmptioa of a divine agen- 
cy :— 'that ■ the meimg, which 'they em- 
ployed, and. the fublime obje(ft, which they 
purfued> .together with the circumftanccs 
attendiilg' tiic opei^ng and the final clbfe of 
their fuppofcd intercoraffe with the Deity, 
arc pecoiiariy calcufclted to' ftrcngthen and 
confirm'u* inour'brfief of'their real inlfpi- 
Tation :*— and, laftly, that in cafting our eyes 
over the feverat parts of the human race, 
we difcover the eaa<5 completion of many 
clear and important predictions, in the pre- 
fers condition «f -a- great portion of the in- 
habitants of the globe.' We cbnfider all 
theie ■ drcuiniiliknGes taken collcdlivcly as 
exhibiting- an' accumulation of evidence, 
whk:h amounts to a moral' certainty; we 
are utterly unaWe to rcfufc it our unequi- 
vocal andiiabibiute afitittt j and we there- 
fore ■acknowledge -the divine infpiratipn of 
the iaCTBd-Prd^hetS. * ' ,■ i . 

Whcit^ in addition to thefe cbtifidera- 

tion^ wB lefieit, that the fbreknowfedgfi of 

cvent6,!whiGil depend upon the will of.,free 

■ ■ ■' '" ' 'agents 
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agents not yet in csjft«oce, eTidentlyiox-'i 
cecds the powers of afty firtfte being, whe- 
ther angel, or. evil, deittoUkS t^afit-is ak ■ 
manifeil: a difplay .^f fupretne perfe^on as- 
the creation and pileffirvaiion of theum- 
veffe; and that it can^oDjyb^ imparted to 
man by reyelation .-ftiKn God himfrff, wo 
feel ourfelv.es, moft. -forcibly conqieikd to 
believe, that the wonderful forekhowledge, 
which is difcovercd: in* the faored Writings, 
proceeded fronj t^e-highaiid holy mini- 
llers, whom he> in his wifdorti, infpirvd; ■ 

'■■'"' 
There is not a iul^.^^ in thiraIog)^:iniore 

capable of inipartji>g pleofuce in thEr-preie>< '' 
cution than that,.;vhich JWe have been' ut-- 
vited to purfue in t|hc;(;9urfc of tbefc Lee- ' 
tures. }t carries us b^<^ into pafta^s, 
and intercfts .us in.. J^, moft important ' 
tranfadions, wljich arP-woorded in.the hii^' 
to^ of the human rajC^V;^ Byitheabfolutc 
certainty, which it a%rds, of the inteipt^- " 
tion of the fupreme Being in the afFairsof 
the world, it is calculated to fill the mind 
with aftonifhment;, and a -kind' of iacttd 
delight. And when, in addition to theie-' 
powerful confiderations^ M^e r^fiedl, that ie 
is one of the moft eifedual means of bring- 
ing ihe creature to a more perfed know- 
ledge 
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kdge of the Creator, aad of fiircngtbcniag 
the confidence of mankind id divine rcve-. 
Ution, we need not hefitate to pxonouaee 
it the moft intereftiag and the moA mo- 
mentutts, which can occupy the attention 
of a being, endued, like man^ with leaCaa, 
and formed for immortal life. 

It hu been averted by the phtlofephic 
Infi^d, that if the Almighty had ircally dif- 
clofed his will' to mankind, the revelation • 
would have beej^ written in the heavens. 
Such is the contra<Sed wifdom of the hu- 
ynan mind. But that exalted Being, who 
only knoweth what is good for his crea* 
tures, in order to afiift the imperfeftion of 
our nature, has given us a Revelation, jwt, 
like the affetflions, inftindively riiii>g in the 
foul, not, like the great obje^ of Qrcation, 
fpontane'oufly expofed eveiy moment to 
the fen&s, but dependent upon the exerciie 
of our undcrftanding, and Applying frefli 
means of conviftion »t every repetition c£ 
our enquiries. He -forefaw, that even bis 
divined gifit to man, if prefenting itielf to 
-his infant faculties, and perpetually felf ap- 
parent through his whole exiltence, might 
lofe a coniiderdsle part of its pbHtble in- 
fluence over his heart, and fail into negleft 

•r 
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or difufc. But that truth, which the di- 
ligence of men alone can fully difcovcr, 
and which difplays more vifible' marks of 
its d^inc o^gin at every renewal of their 
refearchesj is peculiarly adapted to operate 
effeftually upon the undefftanding, to pro- 
duce a continued alTait to its dictates, and ■ 
finally to acquire an abiblute dominion over 
the heart. Of all the evidences, by which 
Chriftianity Js fupported, "that of Prophe- 
cy mc^ abundantly poflefl*es this quality. 
When we have entered upon bur exami- 
nation of this evidence, thb exalted cha- 
rader of pur Religion be^ns to brighten ' 
on the view ; continually ihines forth with 
frelh acquifitions of luftre; and at length 
-appears in all the glow and fplendour of 
.its divine nature. For when we thus be- 
hqld, in multiplied inflances, a clear and 
ample difplay of that ftupendous foreknow- 
ledge, which can only be poflefled by the 
great Maker and Ruler of the univerfe, the 
truth of Revelation does in reality appear, 
as manifeft and ftrlking, as if it were in- 
icribed in charaAers of light on the wide 
.cxpanfe of Heaven.' 
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